Pope rushed to hospital, has successful tracheotomy .-
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——— “Their stories don’t make the front pages”

America’s second army

Civilian contractors take on roles formerly held by military
personnel but lack the same level of recognition

. . Far East hoops:
Kd et earthquake education eu.s| (o " boys,

Osan girls win

Page 36

JIM SCHULZ/Stars and Stripes
Children at John OAr Elementary in Japan get an opportunity to handle a fire hose with the Sagamihara City Fire Dej prtmenton

day at the school. Elementary students learned safety tips from the U.S. Army
Garrison Japan dlookl urns in the earthquake truck, which simulates some of Japan’s most famous earthquakes.
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Utah school threat: A student
charged with plotting to bomb an
eastern Utah high school last year

entered a plea to a misdemeanor
count of making a terroristic threat.
Prosecutors say Steven A. Kunzler, 18,
and three other students plotted to kill class-
mates, teachers and administrators by plac-
ing a bomb in the commons area of Uintah
High School in Vernal.

Bird flu vaccine: The federal government
i getting ready to test a bird flu vaccine and
stockpiling both vaccine and antiviral drugs
as the threat grows that a deadly strain of
avian influenza will begin spreading from
Asia.

Two million doses of vaccine are being
stored in bulk form for possible emergency
use and to test whether it maintains its po-
tency, officials said Wednesday.

Military

Army helicopter crash in Texas: An Army
helicopter crash that killed seven soldiers in
November in Texas was caused by the pi-
lots’ attempt to fly under visual flight rules
in poor weather conditions, an investigation
has found.

Maj. Gen. James D. Thurman, command-
ing general of the 4th Infantry Division, said
administrative disciplinary action has been
taken against the company and battalion
commander and two members of the chain
of command. The company commander has
been removed.

All seven soldiers aboard died Nov. 29

Clinton tour of Asia: Former President
fans during a party Thursday

graphy for South Korean
i “My Life” in

Seoul. At a dinner hosted by the pnhllsher of the Korean e

Ukraine are following a new lead that might
shed more light on the dioxin poisoning of
Ukraine President Viktor Yushchenko, an
official said Wednesday.

Prosecutor General Svyatoslav Piskun
has acquired audiotapes of what appeared
to be a conversation between Russian secret
service officials discussing the alleged role
of Moscow political analyst Gleb Pavlovsky
in Yushchenko's poisoning, said Piskun’s

POV.

when their Black Hawl hit ca-
bles supporting a TV transmission tower
about 20 minutes into the two-hour flight to
the Red River Army Depot near Texarkana,
Texas.

World

Afghan plane crash: The first bodies re-
trieved from a crashed Afghan airliner
were returned to their grieving relatives on
Thursday, three weeks after the plane
smashed into a mountain during a snow-
storm. An official said the bodies of an
American and a Russian have been identi-
fied.

Bad weather has slowed recovery efforts
on the freezing peak near the Afghan capital
where the plane hit Feb. 3, killing all 108
people on board.

Yuschenko poisoning: Prosecutors in

Afghan border clashes: Gunbattles near
Afghanistan’s insurgent-haunted border
with Pakistan left six suspected Taliban mili-
tants dead and five government soldiers
wounded, Afghan police said.

Khost lies in a swath of Afghan territory
along the Pakistani border where militants
regularly mount ambushes and bombings.

Palestinian government reform: The Pal-
estinian parliament on Thursday approved
a 24-member Cabinet dominated by profes-
sional appointees, including nearly half with
doctoral degrees, in a major move toward
long-promised government reform.

The 54-12 vote, with four abstentions,
ended days of wrangling between rebellious
legislators and Palestinian Prime Minister
Ahmed Qureia, who initially sought to reap-
point political cronies of the late Yasser

ion of the best-selling memoir,
Clinton expressed optimism Thursday that an international standoff over North Korea's
nuclear weapons programs can be resolved peacefully. “I hope that China and all friends of
the Korean people will make it succeed,” he said, according to a pool report.

Arafat.

Japanese truck lawsuit: A Japanese truck-
ing company agreed Tuesday to pay $19,000
to the family of a woman killed in an acci-
dent involving one of its fleet, the family’s
lawyer said.

The truck operator, Kamei Juki, will pay
the money to the mother of Shiho Okamoto,
a 29-year-old housewife killed in January
2002 when a wheel of the Mitsubishi truck
flew off and struck her in Yokohama, near
Tokyo, said lawyer Hideyuki Kobayashi.

The Mitsubishi Motors vehicle was found
to have a design flaw, forcing the manufac-
turer to announce massive recalls.

Sri Lankan rebels: Tamil Tiger rebels
fired on two government soldiers near a
boundary for the guerrillas’ territory, kill-
ing one and seriously wounding another in
an incident imperiling Sri Lanka’s fragile
cease-fire, the military and rebels said
Thursday.

The Tigers, reporting the incident to
cease-fire monitors, said soldiers had ap-
proached and aimed at rebels before
Wednesday’s shooting on the northern Jaff-
na Peninsula. The military said the troops
were within their designated area and that
the rebels violated the truce by shooting.
Stories and photo from wire services
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Setting aside fears to save a life

Two U.S. servicemembers pull Japanese man from burning wreck

BY T.D. FLACK
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — Two servicemem-
bers assigned to Stars and Stripes
in Tokyo helped rescue a Japa-
nese man from a burning van
Thursday afternoon, according to
eyewitness reports.

Lt. Col. Dan Todd, commander,
and Master Sgt. Isaac Morrow,
first sergeant, were traveling on
the Chuo highway when they spot-
ted a van smashed against the me-
dian on the opposite side of the
road. After vaulting the divider,
they]omed aJapanese man in try-
ing to free the driver from the
wreck.

Todd said the driver was con-
vulsing and appeared to be in
some sort of seizure in the locked
vehicle. The accelerator was
slammed to the floor and with the
engine screaming, the spinning
tires threw debris all over the
highway, Todd said.

Todd and Morrow couldn’t
smash out the windows with a rub-
ber mallet the other Japanese
‘man provided. But a truck driver
also stopped to help.

“I saw two Americans dashing

DAN TODD/Stars and Stripes

Two servicemembers assigned to
Stars and Stripes in Tokyo helped
rescue a Japanese man from this
burning van Thursday afternoon.

toward a wrecked van, jumping
over the median,” said Jun Shige-
zumi, who lives in Tokyo. “I fol-
lowed them with a crowbar that I
happened to have in my car after
I saw them trying hard to open
the window.”

Trying not to further injure the
driver, Todd smashed out the pas-

senger side rear window and both
he and Morrow tried to reach the
door lock switch.

Morrow said during the commo-
tion, the driver stopped convuls-
ing and stared at them through
the window, apparently in shock.

One of the Japanese men
smashed out the front seat passen-
ger window. Todd, seeing flames
crawling from under the hood
into the van’s cab, climbed
through the window and unfas-
tened the driver’s seatbelt. With
Morrow’s help, they got him out
and away from the car.

“I thought he was going to burn
to death,” Todd said. “I knew we
had to act quick.”

Morrow also attempted to keep
the traffic as far from the wreck
as possible on the narrow
two-lane highway.

“I was afraid it was going to
blow up and I wanted to minimize
casualties,” Morrow said.

As they walked the driver down
the highway, the van exploded,
sending flames and black clouds
of smoke billowing into the air.

“Pieces and parts were flying
everywhere,” Todd said.

Shigezumi said he was im-
pressed.

“Merely standing near a burn-
ing car is scary enough but the
American entered the burning
car to save a life,” he said via a
phone interview late Thursday af-
ternoon.

Toshio Ishiki, a Tokyo Metro-
politan Police Expressway Patrol
Division spokesman, confirmed
the accident occurred at about
1:35 p.m. He said the 46-year-old
driver was changing lanes when
he was struck from behind by an-
other vehicle. Ishiki said the driv-
er was taken to a nearby hospital
but officials there declined to
comment on the driver’s condi-
tion early Thursday evening.

Todd, who flew as a KC-135
navigator for 10 years, said he
had practiced plenty of emergen-
cy response scenarios but always
wondered how he would perform
in a real situation.

“There was no doubt in my
mind,” Todd said. “I had to take
care of the situation right away ...
had to put away the fear.”

Chiyomi Sumida contributed to this
eport.

E-mail T.D. Flack at:
flackt@pstripes.osd.mil

E-mail Chiyomi Sumida at:
sumidac@pstripes.osd.mil

Arnn students learn about earthquake safety

BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

SAGAMIHARA HOUSING AREA, Japan
— “Children, what's the first thing you do in
an earthquake? Hide under the table,” Gun-
ner Newman, U.S. Army Garrison Japan
community relations chief, told the five
youngsters.

Moments later, the little room atop a truck
began to rattle and shake, simulating an
earthquake.

Giggles and laughter followed the children
as they dashed under the table.

The earthquake truck was brought by Sag-
amihara City firefighters to John O. Arnn Ele-
mentary School, as part of an earthquake
awareness day Wednesday.

“Because we're in such an earth-
quake-prone area we always want to be pre-
pared,” said assistant principal Carla Jack-
son. “We hope it will be familiar from now
on.”

Pupils in each grade level experienced the
earthquake truck, which simulates some of
Japan’s famous earthquakes. Firefighters
also helped the children spray a target with a
fire hose. American Red Cross representa-
tives gave out coloring books on earthquake
and fire safety.

Newman organized the event on the recom-
‘mendation of U.S. Army Garrison Japan lead-
ers, who realized the necessity of such train-
ing after the massive earthquake last year in
Niigata Prefecture, Newman said.

“That really struck close to home,” he said.

He learned about Sagamihara’s earth-
quake truck after attending a city earth-
quake preparedness event last year. The city
loaned the truck to the base along with a
smoke house, which models a house fire. Chil-
dren crawled through the small smoky tent
to practice covering their mouths and stay-
ing low in a fire.

“It's foggy, I don’t like this smoke,”
youngster protested.

one

JIM SCHULZ/Stars and Stripes

at John 0. Arnn
to i an

Newman said the Army plans to replicate
the program at other posts.

The real-life experience helps the message
hit home.

“The students get to actually practice what
they read and what they hear,” he said.

y School in
machine at the school Wednesday.

Housing Area, Japan, get an

Second-grader Elaine Stewart said the
earthquake truck was a little scary. But now
she knows exactly what to do when the
ground starts to shake:

“I would get under the table and I would
stay there until it wasn’t movmg anymore.”
E-mail Juliana Gittler at: gi d.mil

Class helps
to find the
‘one,” avoid
the ‘jerk’

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan —
Love is blind, so the saying goes,
but it doesn’t have to be.

Starting next week, the Family
Support Center here is offering a
five-series class, “How to Avoid
Marrying a Jerk,” for single
adults and parents of teenagers
who may need advice in the dat-
ing game.

Though experts say there are
warning signs that a potential
partner actually may be a jerk,
FSC’s Mary Lassalle-Adams said
the goal of the class isn’t to stop
people from getting married.

“It's getting more in tune with
your partner so you can have a
stronger relationship,” said Las-
salle-Adams, a community re-
source technician who will be
leading the class. “It’s just anoth-
er tool that folks can take with
them to help them make better de-
cisions.”

The class materials come from
Jon Van Epp, a marriage and fam-
ily counselor in Ohio. His premar-
ital relationship program about
avoiding jerks at the altar is
taught by church youth groups,
schools and singles ministries in
the United States, according to
Epp’s Web site, www.nojerks.com.
The program also has reached
seven countries and more than
250 military bases, which tend to
have large singles populations.

Lassalle-Adams said the class
will cover five areas people
should explore before marriage:
Farmly ackground, quality of the
person’s conscience, compatibili-
ty, relationship skills and pat-
terns of past relationships.

Among other questions are
those touching on finances, spiri-
tuality, expressing affection, trust
and handling emotions.

“A Iot of young folks jump into
marriage,” she said. “This is a
way to explore some things, think
about the relationship youre in,
before getting married. You don’t
want to go into the unknown and
learn everything (about your
spouse) after you're married.”

The first class meets from 9
a.m. to noon Tuesday at the Fami-
ly Support Center; four more
classes are to be held once a week
at the same time and place. Sign
up by Monday at FSC or call DSN
226-4735.

E-mail Jennifer H. Svan
svanj@pstripes.osd.mil

Wrestling at Yokota

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan
— Tickets for the International
‘Championship Wrestling shows

at the Taiyo Community Center
will be available at the door Sat-
urday and Sunday, according to
the 374th Services Marketing
Department.
Saturday’s 7 p.m. show is for
adults only; Sunday’s 2:30 p.m.
show is open to all ages.

Tickets are $3 and include
hamburger or hot dog, chips
and a soda.

From staff reports
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U.S. civilians working in Iraq
are making big sacrifices,
but most people don’t know it

The sting
of being
overlooked

BY KIRSTEN SCHARNBERG
Chicago Tribune

ASTORIA, Ore. — Having no
idea of the significance of his de-
livery, the FedEx driver hurried-
ly tossed five massive boxes con-
taining everything Anthony Stra-
miello had possessed in Iraq onto
his widow’s front porch.

Roberta Stramiello was jolted
from the living room sofa by the
thuds.

“I'd better go see what's going
on out there,” she said apprehen-
sively. The last time strangers
had been milling about her front
porch — on the evening of Dec.
21 — they had been there to tell
her that her husband was dead.

Tt is perhaps revealing that the
personal effects of Anthony Stra-
miello, a 61-year-old construction
contractor who had been working
in the Iraqi city of Mosul at the
time of his death, were returned
to the United States with so little
ceremony on a recent February
morning.

In the nearly two years since
the war began in Iraq, at least 232
civilians working on U.S. military
and reconstruction ~ contracts
have been killed there, many in vi-
olent but largely overlooked slay-
ings, according to a report issued
to Congress several weeks ago.

“Contractors’ deaths are not
well reported or well document-
ed, and they don’t seem to carry
nearly the same weight with the
public as the deaths of soldiers
do,” Singer said. “Their stories
don’t make the front pages —
they barely even make Page 28
sometimes.”

“[Contractors] ~ don’t come
home to funerals with full mili-
tary honors or flag-draped coffins
or bugles playing taps. Their fami-
lies don’t get letters from the pres-
ident,” Stramiello said. “I guess I
didn’t feel that way personally —
for me, my husband is gone either
way — but I can understand how
others might feel the sting of
that.”

The best method the U.S. De-
partment of Labor has for track-
ing the number of contractors
killed in Iraq is to monitor how
many insurance claims are made
under the Defense Base Act, a
law that requires employees who
work on national or international
government contracts to be pro-
vided insurance, including com-
pensation benefits in the event of
their deaths. But some families
may not know they are entitled to

Photos courtesy US Army

Civilian contractors install a gunner’s shield atop a Humvee from the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit at an
armor installation facility in Kuwait last July.

such benefits and never officially
report their family member’s
death.

'Adding to the difficulty of moni-
toring how many contractors die
in Iraq is the fact that there i
organization keeping an
tally of the number of civilians
working there. Such an account-
ing would be difficult because the
workers come from dozens of dif-
ferent countries despite the fact
they all are employed by compa-
nies that have been awarded U.S.
military and reconstruction con-
tracts.

In from the Cold War

Iraq’s battlefield actually was
shaped most pivotally by events
of the previous century. After the
end of the Cold War, militaries
around the world began to down-
size. But at the same time, the
world began to change — and de-
stabilize in some places.

Whole regions of the world
were becoming so volatile that
their governments were looking

Because of i
counting for this virtual army Yo
private contractors in Irag —
‘many of whom are working in sup-
ply, logistics and even combat
roles integral to the military’s mis-
sion — the death toll actually
could be far higher.

“The number of civilian con-
tractors who have been killed in
Iraq is far greater than any other
group over there other than the
U.S. military itself,” said Peter
Singer, an expert on national secu-
rity and Iraq military contracts at
the Brookings Institution.

Below the radar

Yet aside from brief moments
of attention after high-profile kid-
nappings, beheadings or bloody
ambushes caught on videotape,
the public’s focus rarely has been
on these at-risk civilian workers.

Few ericans seem aware
these contractors are dying at a
rate never before seen in Ameri-
can military history, and the bulk
of the public’s support and sympa-
thy remains directed toward the
families of the more than 1,400
military personnel killed on duty
in Iraq.

crusted earth while examining oil spill contamin:
Rumaila oil fields. A Corps of Engineers conlraclor ‘with ERST/0'Brien
stands by ready to assist.

to hire professionals to protect
them from violent separatists.
Globalization was bringing West-
ern companies into these same un-
settled parts of the world, and
they, too, needed security consult-
ants and protection. And Islamic
fundamentalism and terrorism
were increasing to the degree
that some peacekeepers and hu-
manitarian  aid
groups soon found
themselves in
need of private

guards.

What devel-
oped to fill all
these needs is
what Singer has
dubbed  “priva-
tized  military
firms.”

“PMFs are busi-

ness providers of
professional  ser-
vices intricately
linked to warfare — in other
words, the corporate evolution of
the age-old practice of mercenar-
ies,” Singer, who is considered
the nation’s foremost expert on
the topic, writes in an upcoming
issue of Foreign Affairs maga-
zine.

In 2002, as it became clear the
country was headed toward war,
a number of factors all but guar-
anteed that an unprecedented
number of civilian workers would
be required to pull it off, Singer
said.

The war would be more politi-
cally palatable if fewer troops
were deemed necessary to de-
ploy, he argued. Army Chief of
Staff Gen. Eric Shinseki, in fact,
was pressed into retirement from
his job after he predicted that an
invasion of Irag would require
“several hundred thousand”
troops, not the less than 150,000
the United States eventually
used.

Into the breach

When the war began in March
2003, civilian contractors filled
any gap between bodies deployed
and bodies needed. But outsourc-
ing this work to private workers
did not come cheaply — or with-
out risk.

‘Where once a low-paid private
first class might be assigned to
serve food in the mess hall, now
civilian contractors could de-

Few Americans
seem aware these
contractors are
dying at a rate
never before seen
in American
military history.

mand high wages to take those
jobs. Where soldiers could be
court-martialed for refusing to
carry out an order, civilian con-
tractors could refuse to take mis-
sions — delivering fuel or ammu-
nition, for example — if they be-
lieved they were too dangerous.
“I think there is a significant
question as to whether very
heavy use of civil-
ian contractors is
cost-effective,”
said Scott Silli-
man, the execu-
tive director of
the Center on
Law, Ethics and
National Security
at Duke Universi-

“In addition to
that, there is the
loss of control.
But it does accom-
plish the objective
of allowing the personnel in uni-
form to be assigned to the com-
bat-specific, trigger-pull roles in-
stead of usmg them for logistics
and sup)

Sll].lman ‘a former Air Force
judge advocate who supervised
deployment of all Air Force attor-
neys to the 1991 Gulf War, wor-
ries even more about the legal is-
sues that may result from the
presence of civilian contractors
in Ira

“There are two important
things to consider,” he said. “The
vulnerability of these civilians
and the accountability of these ci-
vilians. If they are hurt or killed
there, what legal protections are
afforded them? If they commit
crimes, can they be prosecuted?”

ack at the Victorian mansion
she and her husband had been
painstakingly rehabbing before
he went to Iraq, Roberta Stramiel-
lo spends little time in the rooms
the couple already had ﬁm%hed
instead wandering through t
ones that remain torn apart. She
constantly points out what still
needs to be done.

“T've done everything I can in
this room,” she says sadly, “the
rest of the work I need Tony to

0.

After the FedEx driver left on
that recent morning, Roberta Stra-
miello made her way outside to
begin the painful process of un-
packing her dead husband’s
things. The five black trunks wait-
ed on the front porch Anthony
Stramiello had built.
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Photos courtesy of the 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment/LATWP

Maj. Mohammed Ali Abdul al-Mutalib leads a team of Iraqi soldiers dredging the canal for the bodies of three American soldiers.

Humvee tragedy forges
brotherhood of soldiers

Americans gain new respect for Iraqi counterparts

BY STEVE FAINARU
The Washington Post

BALAD, Iraq — When the Iraqi
troops arrived that morning, three
American servicemen lay dead at
the bottom of the Isaki Canal.
The body of a fourth, Sgt. Rene
Knox Jr., 22, had been recovered
from a submerged Humvee. Patrol-
lmg without i around

During the harrowing day-long
mission to recover the bodies of
the Humvee’s three occupants on
Feb. 13, an Air Force firefighter
also drowned. Five U.S. soldiers
were treated for hypothermia. For
five hours, three Navy SEAL
divers searched the canal before
their tanks ran out of oxygen.

What happened lhen however,

am., Knox had overshot a
turn. His vehicle tumbled down a
concrete embankment and settled
upside down in the frigid water.

between the Iragi so]dlers and the
skeptical Americans who train
them.
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Using a tool they welded them-
selves that day at a cost of about
$40, the Iraqis dredged the canal
through the cold afternoon until
the tan boot of Spec. Dakotah
Gooding, 21, of Des Moines, ap-
peared at the surface. The Iragis
then jumped into the water to pull
him out, and went back again and
again until they had recovered the
last American.

Then they stood atop the canal,
shivering in the darl

“When I saw those Iragis in the
water, fighting to save their Ameri-

brothers, I saw a glimpse of
the future of this country,” said
Col. Mark McKnight, commander
of the 1st Brigade, 3rd Infantry Di-
vision, which had overall responsi-
bility for the unit in the accident,
his eyes tearing.

Pfc. Russell Nahvi, 23, of Arling-
ton, Texas, a medic whose platoon
was involved in the accident, said
he arrived in Iraq this month with
preconceptions about the Iraqi
forces. The actions of the Iraqis
that Sunday “changed my mind
for how I felt about these guys,” he
said. “I have a totally different per-
spective now. They were just so
into it. They were crying for us.
They were saying we were their
brothers, too.”

The tragedy on Feb. 13 began
when 11 soldiers from the 3rd Pla-
toon, Charlie Company, of the Sth
Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment,
set out from Camp Paliwoda, 50
miles north of Baghdad. Their
four Humvees headed toward Bal-
ad's western outskirts, from
where the Americans believed in-
surgents had fired rockets at the

&k These people
come 10,000
miles to help
my country.
They’ve left
their families,
their children.
When we get
hurt, they help
treat us and
take (us) to
hospitals. If we
can give them
something back,
Just a little, we
can show
our thanks.9y
Maj. Mohammed Ali

Abdul al-Mu
Iraq’s 203rd Battalion

A Navy SEAL searches in vain for the bodies of three American service-
men at Isaki Canal in Balad, Iraq.

base. The convoy stopped at an in-
tersection along a dirt road with a
canal on the other side. When the
vehicles turned back, the second
Humvee was missing.

The Humvee was upside down
in the middle of the 50-foot-wide
canal. None of the three soldiers
appeared to be alive. But the pla-
toon raced to get them out of the
water.

‘Two Black Hawk helicopters ar-
rived. They carried Air Force fire-
fighters from the 732nd Expedi-
tionary Civil Engineer Squadron,
dispatched from nearby Logistical
Support Area Anaconda. (Air
Force officers declined to discuss
details of the incident because of a
pending investigation.) Within mo-
ments, the airmen were also strug-
gling for their lives, the soldiers
said. Neither airman could get out
of the canal; one clutched desper-
ately at the embankment but
couldn’t get hold, the soldiers said.
He slowly began to float away.

At that point, the Iraqi soldiers
showed up.

The Americans had not called
the Iraqis for assistance. About 7
am., Sgt. Maj. Maitham Hadi
Naotma of the Iraqi army’s 203rd
Battalion woke up to see U.S.
Apache attack helicopters circling
the western edge of Balad. He radi-
oed the battalion commander, Col.

Shujaa Jawad Hussein, and anoth-
er officer, Maj. Mohammed Ali
Abdul al-Mutalib.

he commanders gathered
every soldier they could find and
headed to the canal Asked why he
felt so strongly about helping the
Americans, Abdul al-Mutalib said
through an interpreter: “These peo-
ple come 10,000 miles to help my
country. They've left their fami-
lies, their children. When we get
hurt, they help treat us and take
(us) to hospitals. If we can give
them something back, just a little,
we can show our thanks.”

While the SEALs combed the
canal, the Iragis went to a Balad
auto repair shop and built their
own piece of dredging equipment.
The tool they created looked like a
20-foot length of rusted bed frame,
with 11 curved pieces of rebar
hastily welded to it.

The Iraqis returned to the canal
in the early afternoon and began
working both sides of the canal in
10-man teams. They lowered the
tool into the water with ropes,
dredged then dredged some more.

A U.S. military truck pulled up
with food for the rescuers. The Ira-
qis hadn’t eaten all day. The U.S.
soldiers lined up at the truck, heap-
ing their plates with food. Instead
of feeding themselves, they
fanned out, distributing the plates
to the Iragis.
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2 Gls among dozens killed

BY SAMEER N. YACOUBD
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A man wearing
a police uniform drove a car
‘bomb into police headquarters in
Saddam Hussein’s hometown of
Tikrit in the largest of a series of
attacks on Thursday in Iraq that
left a total of 30 people dead, in-
cluding two U.S. soldiers.

The violence came a day after
interim Prime Minister Ayad Al-
lawi announced he was forming a
coalition to try to hold onto his
post in the next government and
block the candidate of the domi-
nant Shiite political alliance. The
U.S. command said two Ameri-
can soldiers were killed and two
wounded in bomb attacks Thurs-
day, one northeast of Baghdad in
Qaryat, and a second near Samar-
ra, west of Qaryat.

At least five other Iraqgi police
were killed in separate attacks
across the insurgent-wracked
country, including another sui-
cide car bomb assault on a police
convoy in Iskandariyah, 30 miles
south of the capital.

Two roadside bombs in Qaim,
near the Syrian border, also
killed four Iraqi National Guards-
men, Iragi Lt. Col. Abid Ajab
Al-Salmani said.

In the capital, gunmen opened
fire on a bakery, killing two people
and wounding a third, police said.
Several blasts echoed through the
city at midday, but their cause was
not immediately known.

The blast in Saddam Hussein’s
hometown of Tikrit, 80 miles
north of Baghdad, occurred at
one of the station’s busiest times,
when dozens of policemen were
arriving to relieve colleagues

in Iraq hombings

AP

Iragi policemen console each other after a car homb was detonated at a
police station in Tikrit, killing 15 and injuring more than two dozen.

who'd been working all night, po-
lice Col. Saad Daham said. The at-
tack killed 15 police and wounded
nearly two dozen others.

“He waited until the shift
change, then he exploded the
car,” Daham said of the attacker,
adding the aim was “to kill as
many as possible.”

Daham said the bomber was
able to slip into the station unde-
tected because he was wearing a
police lieutenant’s uniform.
Several ambulances raced to
the blast site, ferrying casualties
to a local hospital. U.S. troops
sealed off the area and set up
checkpoints and searched vehi-

The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, Feb. 23,
2005, at least 1,484 members of
the U.S. military have died since
the beginning of the Iraq war in
March 2003, according to an As-
sociated Press count. At least
1,126 died as a result of hostile
action, according to the Defense
Department. gures in-
clude four military civilians.

The AP count is eight higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 10 am.
EST Wednesday.

The British military has re-
ported 86 deaths; Italy, 20;
Ukraine, 18; Poland, 16; Spain,
11; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and the
Netherlands, two each; and Den-
mark, El Salvador, Hungary,
Latvia and Kazakhstan one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Presi-
dent Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,346 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at
least 1,017 deaths resulting

U.S. deaths in Iraq

from hostile action, according to
the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

W A soldier died Wednesday
when an explosive detonated
near Tuz, Iraq, north of Bagh-
dad.

W A Marine died Tuesday in a
vehicle accidenl in Anbar prov-
ince, Irac

The latesl identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Marine Lance Cpl. Trevor
D. Aston, 32, Austin, Texas; died
Tuesday after a vehicle accident

n Anbar province, Iraq; as-
s\gned to Marine Forces Re-
serves 1st Battalion, 23rd Ma-
rine Regiment, 4th Marine Divi-
sion, Austin, Texas.

Killed Monday when an explo-
sive detonated near their con-
voy in Baghdad; assigned to the
Minnesota National Guard, 1st
Battalion, 151st Field Artillery,
Montevideo, Minn.:

W Army 1st Lt. Jason Timmer-
man, 24, Tracy, Minn.

W Army Staff Sgt. David Day,
25, St. Louis Park, Minn.

W Army Sgt. Jesse Lhotka, 24,
Alexandria, Minn.

cles across the city.

Elsewhere, insurgents am-
bushed a police patrol in the
northern city of Kirkuk with a
roadside bomb, killing two police-
men and injuring three.

In Iskandariyah, a suicide
bomber blew himself up in front
of an office that serves as the

local headquarters of the Shiite
Supreme Council for the Islamic
Revolution in Iraq, killing five , in-
cluding three police officers and
a child, the government said.

Police initially said the attack
targeted the town’s police chief,
Col. Salman Ali, who escaped un
harmed.

Army revising procedures,
policies at detention centers

BY JOSH WHITE
The Washington Post
WASHINGTON — The Army
has initiated extensive changes in
the way it trains for and conducts
its worldwide de-

cally in training soldiers about
their roles in prisons and rewrit-
ing doctrine to clarify what they
are permitted to do in their jobs.

viduals to follow known stan-
dards of discipline and Army val-
ues and, in some cases, the failure
of a few leaders to enforce those
prptivus i

Some of the i re-

leased over the past year pointed
to confusion be-

tention opera- tween military po-
tions, acknowledg-  The Army has — lice and military
ing that a series of . . intelligence ~ sol-
investigations into reworked diers and a lack of
prisoner abuses in i clarity about al-
Iraq, Afghanistan training lowable interroga-
and Cuba  re- verati tion techniques.
vealed failures, operations, Ryder’s c?escrip»
omissions or con- dis tion Wednesday
; and is ay
fusion in Army . of an overhaul in
doctrine and train- rewriting training and doc-
ing that might . trine  contrasted
have contributed doctrine to with early Army
to the abuses. . investigations,
Maj Gen. clarify what i ®ied out
Donald ~ Ryder, doctrinal or sys-

vost marshal gen-

eral and head of the Army’s crimi-
nal investigation command, said
‘Wednesday that the wide-ranging
abuse investigations launched
after the Abu Ghraib prison scan-
dal prompted the Army to rework
its detention operations, specifi-

is permitted.

temic problems as
the root causes of
the abuse.

The Army’s inspector general,
who issued his report on the abus-
es to Congress in July, called the
abuses at Abu Ghraib “aberra-
tions” and wrote that they should
be blamed on “the failure of indi-

Ryder told reporters at the Pen-
tagon on Wednesday that the
Army has since altered its interro-
gation policies and techniques, de-
veloped a new training program
for correctional soldiers, and re-
vised two doctrine manuals and
created six new doctrine manuals
that relate to detention opera-
tions.

He said the Army also is plan-
ning to add 35 specialized correc-
tional units over the next three
years.

“The Army has taken ac-
tion ...,” Ryder said. “This is an on-
going learning process.”

Specifically at Abu Ghraib, the
soldiers who have been criminal-
ly implicated in abuses were
low-ranking military police sol-
diers who said they had little or
no training in correctional opera-
tions.

Some also said they were ap-
proached by military intelligence
officials to help in interrogation ef-

COURTESY OF THE U.S. NAVY/AP

U.S. Army military police escort a detainee to his cell in January 2002
at Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where detainees from the war on
terror have been kept since shortly after the invasion of Afghanistan.
Abuse investigations at U.S. military prisons have prompted the Army
to rework its detention operations at U.S. prisons worldwide, specifical-
ly in training soldiers about their roles.

forts that employed tactics that
are considered torture by interna-
tional standards, including the
use of military working dogs.
Ryder also said the Army has
retooled its interrogations manu-

al to clarify which tactics are ap-
proved and to define the “left and
right boundaries,” so less is left
up to an interrogator’s discretion
and so the tactics comply with the
Geneva Conventions.
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Pope has surgery to insert breathmg tube

BY VICTOR L. SIMPSON
The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope John Paul IT un-
derwent a successful operation Thursday
night to insert a tube in his throat to relieve
his breathing problems, hours after he was
rushed back to the hospital for the second
time in a month with flu-like symptoms of
fever and congestion, the Vatican said.

The pope was conscious and back in his
hospital room late Thursday, breathing with
the help of a respirator, the Italian news
agency ANSA reported.

Vatican spokesman Joaquin Navar-
ro-Valls said the tracheotomy was complet-
ed in “a positive way” and lasted 30 min-
utes.

Navarro-Valls said the pope had been in-
formed of his situation and gave approval
for the operation. John Paul will be spend-
ing the night at the hospital, the papal
spokesman said.

John Paul was put under general anesthe-
sia for the operation, Italian news agency
ANSA reported.

Navarro-Valls said earlier in the day that
John Paul, who was rushed to the Gemelli
Polyclinico hospital shortly before 11 am.,
was hospitalized for “necessary specialized
assistance and further tests.”

The tracheotomy likely will have serious
consequences for the pope’s abilities to
carry on his duties. The operation would pre-
vent him from able to speak for an extended

period. Vatican officials have indicated he
could still run the Roman Catholic Church
even without that ability to communicate.

Anesthesia s also risky for a person of the
pope’s age, especially considering the pon-
1iff’s Parkinson’s disease.

Vatican officials said on the condition of
anonymity that the pope was suffering
breathing problems similar to those that
sent him to Gemelli on Feb. 1, and Italian
news reports said the latest respiratory cri-
sis was even more severe than the first one.

Papal officials played down the serious-
ness of the hospitalization, saying a patient
of the pope’s age is always at risk from the
flu. Vatican aides said on the condition of an-
onymity that the pope also had a fever and
congestion.

ANSA reported that the pope was con-
scious when he arrived at Gemelli and that
he was sitting upright in a stretcher. Accord-
ing to the report, people who saw him enter
the hospital said his face looked “quite re-
laxed.

The frail 84-year-old pontiff had greeted
pilgrims twice at the window of his studio at
St. Peter’s Square since his release from Ge-
melli on Feb. 10, and on Wednesday he
made his longest public appearance since
he fell ill more than three weeks ago.

With each successive appearance, he
seemed a little stronger, a little more alert,
and his voice rang out with greater clarity.

That made Thursday’s reversal all the
more shocking for the faithful.

AP

Visitors to New York's St. Patrick’s Cathedral light candles Thursday. Roman Catholics
around the world stopped Thursday to pray for Pope John Paul Il as word spread that the
pontiff had been rushed to the hospital with the flu for the second time in a month.

Philippine police: Arrests halted attacks

BY JIM GOMEZ
The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — Police said Thursday
that they thwarted planned attacks on an airport,
malls, a church and U.S. troops with the arrests of
three members of an al-Qaida linked terror group
who allegedly came to the Philippines to train Mus-
lim militants to make bombs.

The two Indonesians and a Malaysian — all al-
leged Jemaah Islamiyah members — were arrested
in southern Zamboanga city in December along
with a Filipino member of the Abu Sayyaf Muslim
extremist group with bomb-making manuals, bomb
parts and money for attacks, officials said.

“We were able to foil an attempt to bring into the

"+
(When:
(Where:
#4118 media center building

Contact:

Kris Monahan @225-8292

YOKOTA HIGH SCHOOL

ORIENTAL BAZAAR
SALE

Oriental Deco Trading Company by Robert Kwon
Royal Rug Company by David Tam

++ Korean ]ewelm %

7 and much more !

Yokota High School Campus Bldg.

country terrorists with firearms, with training mate-
rials, with explosives, before they can do their
thing,” Interior Secretary Angelo Reyes told report-
ers as the men were presented to media.

The men allegedly belonged to a previously un-
known Jemaah Islamiyah terror cell in the country,
the authorities said. The arrests were not immediate-
ly announced to allow authorities time to identify six
of their local comrades, one of whom has been ar-
rested, said Chief Supt. Ismael Rafanan, head of the
police Intelligence Group.

Police intelligence officials said the targets includ-
ed a Roman Catholic church and the airport in the
bustling port city of Davao, unspecified malls in Ma-
nila and U.S. soldiers participating in joint training
with the Philippine military.
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Bush, Putin agree
to monitor nukes

BY TOM RAUM
The Associated Press

BRATISLAVA, Slovakia —
President Bush and Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin agreed
Thursday on new efforts to keep
nuclear arms out of dangerous
hands, but their sharp differences
over Russian backsliding on de-
mocracy spilled into an open and
sometimes-prickly exchange.

Seeking common ground with a
former Cold War enemy that is
now a key anti-terror partner,
Bush said the two leaders
stressed agreements over differ-
ences.

Standing side by side, their an-
swers to questions about U.S. con-
cerns that Putin is moving to solid-
ify central power and quash dis-
sent showed the sensitivity of the
topic.

“It’s very important that all na-
tions understand the great values
inherent in democracy — rule of
law and protection of minorities,
viable political debate,” Bush
said. “And when I brought that —
Vladimir can speak for himself on
this issue. All I can tell you is he
said, ‘Yes meant yes when we
talked about values that we
share.”

“Russia has made its choice in
favor of democracy,” Putin said.
“This is our final choice and there
is no way back, there can be no re-
turn to what we used to have.”

As the leaders met for two
hours at a medieval castle over-
looking the snow-covered capital
and the Danube River, aides
inked an agreement designed to
counter conventional and nuclear
terrorism, in part by restricting

P
Presiden Bush, left, and Russian

hands Thursday in Bratislava.
Slovakia, after a press conference

where Bush said they were in
unison on the importance of stop-
ping suspected nuclear weapons

programs in North Korea and Iran.

the availability of shoulder-fired
missiles capable of bringing
down aircraft.

“We agreed to accelerate our
work to protect nuclear weapons
and materials both in our two na-
tions and around the world,”
Bush said.

The visit to Slovakia was the
final leg on Bush’s five-day tour
to heal the rift caused by his
March 2003 decision to invade
Iraq without broad international
support.
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Victims of terrorist attacks fight back

BY ANDREW SELSKY
The Associated Press

BOGOTA, Colombia — Some came in wheel-
chairs, one man got on an airplane for the first time
since his son died on Sept. 11, 2001, and all were re-
solved to speak out against the terror attacks that
had left them wounded or missing loved ones.

Hundreds came to Colombia’s capital on Wednes-
day for the opening of the second International Con-

gress on Victims of Terrorism.

Attendees came from the United States, Russia,

Northern Ireland and elsewhere.

“I think that if we join together and say, ‘We are
still here. You may have taken our loved ones but
you can’t break our spirit, that the terrorists will
said Ken Thompson, whose
mother was killed in the 1995 Oklahoma City bomb-

know they can’t win,”

ing

and right.”

U.S. Army Sgt. Maj. Tony Rose was in the Penta-
gon when one of the hijacked planes plowed into the

building that September day.

The plane hit just 30 feet from where he was stand-
ing, blowing him into a post and injuring him. A fire-

ball incinerated troops near him.

g
“The terrorists may even take us, but there will
still be people behind us, fighting for what is just

‘e can a

fight terrorism.

held.

“The only way we knew that pile of ash was one of
my soldiers was from a watch or ring in the ash,” he
said. He described how he retrieved body parts
from a huge drain as water covered with jet fuel
flowed past. The severed hand of a small child ap-

peared.
Rose’s hands were full, but he was able to grab it
and put it in his pocket.
low ourselves to continue to be victims,
but we can rise one step higher and take charge and
kick butt if we need to,” Rose told the audience.
‘Azamat Tarkanovich, whose father was among
more than 330 hostages killed in the takeover of a
school in Beslan, Russia, last September by Chech-
en-led terrorists, said Russia is not doing enough to

The first International Congress on Victims of Ter-
rorism was held near Madrid last year, barely six
weeks before the March 11 train bombings in the
Spanish capital killed 190 people.

Tarkanovich noted that if terrorist attacks across
the globe stop, a third congress might not have to be

But no one here held such illusions. Those whose
loved ones have been killed in previous attacks said

they could help relatives of future victims.

“The grieving process is the same regardless of
race, religion or country,” Thompson said.

“We all feel the pain.”

Residents walk past the wreckage of a hotel blown up by rebels in
Puerto Toledo, Colombia, on Monday. Colombia was the site of the
second International Congress on Victims of Terrorism.

Japan may put the
squeeze on N. Korea

BY AUDREY MCAVOY
The Associated Press

TOKYO — Could denying the
gourmand dictator Kim Jong I
sweet Japanese melons push
North Korea back to the negotiat-
ing table? Or would forcing
upper-crust ~ North  Korean
women to give up their favorite
Japanese lipstick work? Japanese
lawmakers are stretching their
imaginations for ways to squeeze
concessions out of North Kore:
amid mounting frustration over
Pyongyang’s failure to disclose
all it knows about the Japanese it
kidnapped in the 1970s and
1980s.

“We could stop the melon
trade. Then Kim Jong Il wouldn’t
be able to eat delicious melons
and he would be furious,” said
Ichita Yamamoto, a ruling party
lawmaker. “He would ask,
‘Where are my melons?’ ”

Prohibiting exports of fruit and
cosmetics to North Korea are

among the more innocuous, and
primarily symbolic, steps Yama-
moto and his ruling Liberal Demo-
cratic Party colleagues have con-
sidered.

More seriously, they have sug-
gested blocking all trade with the
impoverished state and banning
North Korean ships from Japa-
nese ports.

So far, Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Junichiro Koizumi has resist-
ed punishing Pyongyang, suggest-
ing economic sanctions could dis-
rupt already troubled multilater-
al talks on dismantling the
North’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram. Critics add that penalties
would be pointless unless im-
posed in unison with other coun-
tries, especially the North’s two
biggest trading partners: China
and South Korea.

But Yamamoto and his allies
say sanctions would twist North
Korea's arm enough to bring it
back to the negotiating table and
give in to Tokyo's demands.

S. Korea

ide of

Clams are sold at a Tokyo fish
market Thursday. Aside from
blocking melon shipments, Tokyo
could pinch the North Korean
ruling class by halting Japan's
$42.6 million in annual imports of
North Korean clams.

Koichiro Takano, the mayor of Sado, the town where

Tokyo governor beats lawsuit
over allegedly sexist remarks

BY MARI YAMAGUCHI
The Associated Press

TOKYO — Tokyo’s outspoken
governor on Thursday beat a law-
suit in which he was accused of
denigrating women past their
child-rearing years, hinting that
he agreed with the opinion it was
“almost a crime” for them to go
on living.

The Tokyo District Court reject-
ed a demand that Gov. Shintaro
Ishihara pay damages to 131 fe-
male plaintiffs for the remarks.
The plaintiffs — teachers, compa-
ny employees and housewives
ages 20-70 who either live or
work in Tokyo — filed the suit in
December 2002.

They demanded that Ishihara
publicly apologize and provide
compensation totaling $135,000
for comments made in a Novem-
ber 2001 magazine interview.

Court official Makoto Muraya-
ma confirmed that the demands
had been rejected, but refused to
give further details.

In the “Weekly Ladies” inter-

view, Ishihara, quoting a college
professor, said “the worst thing a
civilization has produced is an old
hag,” and added that “it’s a waste,
and almost a crime, for women to
go on living even after losing
their reproductive ability.”

“It might be true, but as a politi-
cian 1 can’t
publicly say
that,” he con-
cluded.

The article
made a big
splash,

Federation
of Bar Asso-
ciations  to
issue a re-
port in 2003
condemning his remarks as “sex-
ist verbal abuse” and opposition
lawmakers in the Tokyo assem-
bly to grill him over what he said.
Ishihara has maintained he was
only quoting the professor he
knew, and has never offered an
apology or retracted his com-
ment.

Ishihara

But in areas of southern Thailand hard-hit in the past

hocked by sui

SEOUL— Leading South Korean actress Lee Eun-joo is
known for dying on the screen. She dies of cancer, is
killed in a car accident or is found dead in a car trunk.

Off the screen, the 24-year-old Lee also ended her life
in a dramatic way: on Tuesday, her brother found her
hanging in her apartment’s dressing room.

On Thursday, 70 film stars attended Lee’s funeral, as
local Internet portals were flooded with notes from sad-
dened fans.

Local media reported Lee suffered depression follow-
ing her sexually explicit scenes in her last film, “Scarlet
Letter.”

U.S. Army deserter hopes to visit States

TOKYO — Forty years after defecting to North Korea,
Charles Jenkins hopes to visit his U.S. homeland with his
Japanese wife and their two North Korea-born daugh-
ters, a Japanese official said Thursday.

Jenkins and his family live, was quoted by a Sado official
as saying the former U.S. Army sergeant would soon
apply for a passport so he could go to the United States.

Jenkins, 65, settled in his wife’s hometown in Decem-
ber after serving 25 days in a U.S. military jail for aban-
doning his Army post to defect to North Korea in 1965.

He has said he would like to spend the rest of his life in
Japan.

Fearful Buddhists break with tradition

BANGKOK, Thailand — Buddhists in southern Thai-
land fearing nighttime attacks by Islamic separatists
broke with tradition Wednesday and performed an annu-
al religious candlelight ceremony during daylight hours.

About 90 percent of Thailand’s population of 65 million
are Buddhist and worshippers normally gather at tem-
ples on the evening of the Makha Bucha for a ceremony
in which they carry lighted candles to mark Buddha’s
first sermon to his acolytes.

year by attacks blamed on Muslim militants, some wor-
shippers chose to perform the ceremony during the day.

Court rejects war laborers’ demands

TOKYO — A Japanese court Thursday rejected a
claim for compensation by a group of South Korean
women who were allegedly forced to work during World
War II at a Japanese aircraft factory run by Mitsubishi
Heavy Industries Ltd.

The plaintiffs are not eligible to seek compensation
under a 1965 bilateral treaty between Japan and South
Korea, Nagoya District Court Judge Kunio Sakuma
ruled, Kyodo News agency reported. It did not elaborate
on details of the treaty.

The plaintiffs — seven women and a relative of another
who died —had $2.29 million in
and an apology from the Japanese government and Mit-
subishi Heavy. They also demanded Mitsubishi pay the
‘wages they were never paid.

From The Associated Press
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Orphans use art to express tsunami loss

Exhibit will tour
America, Europe

BY YEOH EN-LAI
The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia —
One painting shows a surging
blue wave cresting, about to
crash into two houses and the sur-
rounding paddy fields. Another
shows little stick figures attempt-
ing to escape a wall of brown, de-
bris-filled water.

These eyewitness accounts are
by children left orphaned by the
devastating Dec. 26 earthquake
and tsunami that destroyed their
homes and killed their families.
The pictures are simple but mov-

1ng.

“This is my drawing of the over-
turned houses and people run-
ning for the mountain,” said
12-year-old Faisal, whose paint-
ing is one of 300 that went on dis-
play in the provincial capital of
Banda Aceh on Thursday.

“I ran for the hills,” said the
youngster from the island of
Pulau Aceh, who lost his parents
and five siblings in the disaster.

“Once there, 1 stayed with
some people from the village.”

The exhibit will run for a week
before an expected tour next
month in the United States and
Europe as part of an effort to
maintain support for the rebuild-
ing of Aceh and other areas
across the Indian Ocean basin
devastated by the tsunami.

“We're now scouting locations
for the exhibit in the United

“RETAIL SHOPI

* 50 UNIT DELUXE

AP

An Acehnese orphan looks at sketches Thursday during an exhibition of more than 300 drawings by tsunami
orphans in Banda Aceh, Indonesia. The exhibition will head to the United States and Europe in March as part
of a drive to keep the Dec. 26 tragedy firmly etched in the minds of private foreign donors.

States, Britain, France and oth-
ers,” said Abdel Salam of the Brit-
ish-based aid group Islamic Re-
lief, which sponsored the exhibit.
“What we want is for people who
cannot see this tragedy here to
see it. These paim.ings may not be
as pretty as

children’s arts programs in many
of Aceh’s crowded camps to keep
the idle youngsters busy. But the
programs also are aimed at help-
ing the children express their feel-
ings about the tragedy and deal
with the post-tsunami trauma, in-
cluding

tures but the i lmagee stick in your
memor

Islamlc Relief and other aid or-
ganizations, including UNICEF
and World Vision, have launched

Similar programs have been es-
tablished in the tsunami-ravaged
countries of Sri Lanka and Thai-
land.

The paintings in Indonesia por-
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tray a horrific day in which churn-
ing water, overturned cars and de-
stroyed homes filled their memo-
ries. The people in most paintings
are either running away from the
killer waves or seeking refuge on
rooftops or in coconut trees.

One, by 10-year-old Muazzih,
showed a helicopter swooping
low over hills to rescue him.

“This is my helicopter,” he mut-
tered, nervously clasping his
hands as he spoke of the tsunami
that killed his two sisters and
brother on Pulau Aceh, an island
off the coast of Banda Aceh.

Officials say more than 30,000
children lost one or both parents
to the tsunami, which has killed at
least 123,000 people in Indonesia
alone.

Nations study
Japan tsunami
alert system

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Indian Ocean na-
tions planning a tsunami warn-
ing system studied Japan’s net-
work this week, looking at the
country’s coastal defenses and
the way it broadcasts warn-
ings and educates the public
about the dangers, officials
said Thursday.

The three-day visit by envi-
ronmental and disaster preven-
tion officials from Thailand,
Sri Lanka, Indonesia and other
countries struck by the Dec.
26 killer Asian tsunami includ-
ed a tour of facilities in a tsuna-
mi-prone area south of Tokyo.

Visitors examined every as-
pect of Japan’s tsunami warn-
ing system, which detects un-
derwater earthquakes, esti-
mates their potential for gener-
ating tsunami and then gets
that information quickly to res-
idents in coastal areas through
broadcasts, loudspeakers and
the Internet.

e seminar is part of the
growing effort to establish a di-
saster warning system in the
Indian Ocean by mid-2006.

Japan and the United States
will start providing tsunami
warnings to countries around
the Indian Ocean next month
as a stopgap measure.

The seminar came ahead of
a U.N.-sponsored meeting in
Paris starting next week focus-
ing on how to design the south-
ern Asian warning system. Of-
ficials hope to extend that sys-
tem globally by 2007.
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CALL TOLL FREE 24 HRS
0-800-1826-224

800-872-252

900-961-539
1-402-392-7513
info@milital.net
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AP

A grounds crew worker walks through a flooded bunker on the ninth
hole at La Costa Country Club on Wednesday in Carlsbad, Calif. The
dreary weather has left some California residents sulking.

Wet winter soaks
California’s image

The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Looking
to escape the gloomy Northwest,
Denise Nienaber and her family
flew to Southern California to
visit Disneyland and enjoy some
sunny weather.

They should have stayed home.

The family arrived from Seat-
tle amid a storm of historic pro-
portions that eventually forced
them to abandon the resort.

Nienaber, her husband and two
daughters retreated to their
motel to watch television and con-
sider alternatives — something
that has become necessary for
tourists and locals alike as South-
ern California wades through the
wettest winter in a century.

The rainfall has totaled about 34
inches in downtown Los Angeles
since July 1, when California be-
gins recording its yearly rainfall.

It’s been far more than Seattle
or Portland, Ore., in the same pe-
riod.

The wet weather has flooded
freeways, sent houses skidding
down hillsides and littered beach-
es with mountains of trash and
tree limbs as storm runoff made
its way to the ocean.

It's quite an adjustment in a
place known for eternal sunshine.

People dodge puddles and scat-
tered palm fronds in the streets,
actually drive more slowly on the
freeways, and even talk about the
weather in a region that usually
doesn’t have any worth discuss-

ing.

“Tjust can’t take this much long-

r. ... I just wish it would stop,”

said Judy Watkins, a chef in the

(normally) arid resort town of
Palm Desert.

The famed Southern California
lifestyle has taken a big hit: Surf-
ers have been advised to avoid
the runoff-contaminated waves;
puddles spread across empty ten-
nis courts; and golfers trudge
across muddy fairways.

DOD under fire from workers

Unions sue Rumsfeld over Defense’s labor management system

BY JANE M. VON BERGEN
The Philadelphia Inquirer

PHILADELPHIA — Ten
labor  unions, representing
300,000 civilian employees of the
Department of Defense, filed a
federal lawsuit ~Wednesday
against  Defense  Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld, saying Rums-
feld’s department has refused to
negotiate changes in its labor
‘management system in violation
of the law.

The suit, filed in U.S. District
Court in Washington, comes
after months of protests by the
unions over proposals for a new
National Security Personnel Sys-
tem, which was authorized for de-
velopment by Congress in No-
vember 2003.

The unions say the system,
which seeks flexibility in hiring
and assigning workers for securi-
ty reasons, is using threats to se-
curity as a way to diminish the
unions’ ability to advocate for
workers.

The Department of Defense’s
Web site said the new system is
needed to replace outmoded
human resource practices and
better support the department’s
“critical national security mis-
sion.”

Bradley Bunn, NSPS deputy
program  executive  officer,
would not comment directly on
the suit. But in a statement he
said that “the proposed NSPS
regulations are the product of a
collaborative effort across the
Department that ... included a
number of meetings with employ-
ee representatives involving ex-
tensive and fruitful discussions.”

The lawsuit said the Defense

ABACA PRESS/KRT

In a lawsuit filed against Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, labor
unions representing some Department of Defense civilian employees
say the department is using security issues as a way to diminish the

unions’ al

Department had the right to es-
tablish changes in the depart-
ment’s labor relations systems
but, by law, those changes would
have to be done in collaboration
with employees.

Instead, the suit said, “secret
working  groups”  developed
changes privately and did not
provide unions with concrete pro-
posals.

The lawsuit asks the judge to
restrain the Defense Depart-
ment from implementing any

ity to advocate for workers.

new labor systems until it pro-
vides drafts of proposals and en-
ters into meaningful discussion.

Among the unions filing suit
were the International Associa-
tion of Firefighters, the Labor-
ers’ International Union of North
America, the International Broth-
erhood of Teamsters, and the
American Federation of Govern-
ment Employees. Besides Rums-
feld, the unions sued Dan G.
Blair, acting director of the Unit-
ed States Office of Personnel
Management.

Former terrorlsts seek legitimacy

Former congressman’s convi
PIERRE, S.D. — The state’s highest court on Thursday

ion upheld

BY KATHERINE SHRADER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —  One-time
members of a terrorist organization
are hiding in the United States — in
plain sight.

The organization’s former U.S.
representative freely walks the
streets and has a contract with Fox
News as a foreign affairs analyst.
Lawmakers write letters on the
group’s behalf. And former intelli-
gence officials say the group main-
tains contacts in defense circles, al-
though the Pentagon denies it.

A cult to some and freedom fight-
ers to others, the National Council
of Resistance of Iran and its affiliate
groups typify the gray areas in the
often black-and-white world of the
war on terror.

While they’ve been for-

as terrorists

moderate elements within the Irani-
an government. He’s hoping the
Bush administration will lift the ter-
rorist designation.

“I see increasingly more voices
being raised against this_design
tion in different parts within the ad-
ministration and outside the admin-
istration,” said Jafarzadeh, who
notes that his group no longer exists
in the United States but his
free-speech rights allow him to dis-
cuss policies it once advocated.

“The more serious people get
about Iran, the more they are
against the designation,” he said.

The mission of the National Coun-
cil and its military wing — the Muja-
hedin-e-Khalq or MEK — is to over-
throw the Iranian regime, an aim in-
creasmgly in lme with the Bush ad-

that the United States is
preparing to attack Iran “simply ri-
diculous,” but quickly adding, “hav-
ing said that, all options are on the
table.”

Yet the MEK is far from a US.
ally.

As soon as the State Department
created a list of terror organizations
in 1997, it named the MEK, putting
it in a club that includes al-Qaida
and barring anyone in the United
States from providing material sup-
port. By 1999, the department desig-
nated the MEK'’s political arm, the
National Council of Resistance, and
related affiliates.

The State Department says the
MEK groups were funded by Sadd-
am Hussein, supported the seizure
of the U.S. Embassy in Tehran in
1979 and are responsible for the
deaths of Americans in the 1970s.

eign terrorist organizations by the
State Department, the groups’ mem-
bers still maneuver between the re-
strictions aimed at disabling them.
The former U.S. representative
for the council, Alireza Jafarzadeh,
says the U.S. government listed his

et the
has stopped shorl of calling for re-
gime change.

In last month’s State of the Union
speech, President Bush called Iran
“the world’s primary state sponsor
of terror.” In Europe this week, he
maintained the pressure, calling

A State De official said
8. policy toward the MEK and its
affiliates has not changed. The offi-
cial, who spoke on the condition of
anonymity, said the group is still
considered a threat because of its
history of launching terrorist at-
tacks.

upheld Bill Janklow’s conviction for a 2003 crash that killed
a motorcyclist, rejecting the former congressman’s argu-
ment that there wasn’t enough evidence for a guilty verdict.

Ruling unanimously, the South Dakota Supreme Court
also found that Janklow had received a fair trial.

Janklow, 65, was convicted of second-degree manslaugh-
ter and reckless driving for killing 55-year-old motorcyclist
Randy Scott in August 2003 on a rural highway near Trent.

Authorities said Janklow sped through a stop sign. Jank-
low has said he was in a diabetic stupor and remembers
nothing about the crash.

Janklow resigned from the House in January 2004. He
completed a 100-day jail sentence but had hoped to use the
appeal to clear the felony from his record.

Court rules sperm use was not theft

CHICAGO — An appeals court said a man can press a
claim for emotional distress after learning a former lover
had used his sperm to have a baby. But he can’t claim theft,
the ruling said, because the sperm were hers to keep.

The ruling Wednesday by the Illinois Appellate Court
sends Dr. Richard O. Phillips’ distress case back to trial

court.

Phillips accuses Dr. Sharon Irons of a “calculated, pro-
found personal betrayal” after their affair six years ago, say-
ing she secretly kept semen after they had oral sex, then
used it to get pregnant.

He said he didn’t find out about the child for nearly two
years, when Irons filed a paternity lawsuit. DNA tests con-
firmed Phillips was the father, the court papers state.

From The Associated Press
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Suspect in Honduras bus massacre arrested

BY SUZANNE GAMBOA
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The reputed leader
of a violent Honduran gang was using an
alias, but the tattoos on his body gave him
away.

Further checking revealed the man ar-
rested in Texas on Feb. 10 was Ever Anibal
Rivera Paz, known as “El Culiche” — The
Tapeworm.

Rivera Paz had escaped Jan. 23 from a
Honduran prison where he was being held
on charges of masterminding an armed at-
tack on a bus that killed 28 people, includ-
ing six children.

The bus had been filled with Christmas
shoppers and workers heading home when
it was attacked Dec. 23 in San Pedro Sula,
about 125 miles north of the Honduran cap”

Texas authorities identified Rivera Paz by

tattoos suggesting he was in the MS-13 gang

ital, Tegucigalpa. The attackers left behind
a note saying they were part of a previous-
Iy unknown revolutionary group opposed
to the death penalty. Executions were
stopped in Honduras in the 1950s.

Officials from the Homeland Security
Department and the Honduran govern-
ment said Wednesday that Rivera Paz was
the leader of the Mara Salvatrucha, or
MS-13, gang in Honduras.

Rivera Paz, 26, and fellow gang leader
Alvaro “El Snoopy” Acosta, 27, who es-
caped with Rivera Paz, are “dangerous
Mara members, capable of committing any

kind of cold-blooded crime,” Honduran Se-
curity Minister Oscar Alvarez said in Teg-
ucigalpa.

A 810,000 reward had been offered for
their capture.

Rivera Paz, who uses the alias Franklin
Jairo Rivera-Hernandez, was arrested by
the Texas highway patrol about 100 miles
north of the U.S.-Mexican border after au-
thorities suspected the car he was in was

Honduras had alerted authorities in the
United States that Rivera Paz might be try-
ing to enter the country, Border Patrol
spokesman Salvador Zamora said.

“At booking when his information was
entered into a computer his name did give
off red flags as far as an extensive criminal
history,” said John Guinn, spokesman for
the McAllen, Texas, sector of Customs and
Border Protection. “He had tattoos on his
body, pretty extensive tattoos similar to
those found on members of” MS-13.

The Honduran government said Rivera
Paz’s first U.S. arrest was in San Francisco
on Nov. 30, 1993, while he was a juvenile
and that he had been arrested several
times since on U.S. charges including drug

He gave a false name, but his tattoos sug-
gested he was an MS-13 gang member.
U.S. Border Patrol agents stationed in

, car theft, robbery and assault.
Assoclated Press writers Freddy Cuevas in Teg-
ucigalpa, Lynn Brezosky in Harlingen, Texas, and
Trau Carl in El Salvador contributed to this report.

The selhng of black history

Some say advertisers
exploit a time meant
to honor contributions
of black Americans

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The green
and yellow flier from the Kmart
in Aspen Hill, Md., proclaimed,
“Celebrate Black History” and
then advertised “3 for $1 Jiffy
Corn Muffin Mix” and “3 for $10
Tone 6-Bar Soap.”

The makers of Metamucil and
Pepto-Bismol ran a full-page ad
in this month’s Ebony magazine
declaring, “Black History Month
is a legacy of pride and achieve-
ment leading to a healthier tomor-
row.” The ad continues, “It's the
same ideals you turn to when it
comes to your GI Health — a his-
tory of digestive solutions.”

The advertisements are among
dozens that tout laxatives, cars,
even yoga classes under the guise
of paying homage to Afri-
can-American history. Educators
and some civil rights activists say
they are bothered by what they
consider exploitation of a season
meant to honor the contributions
of black Americans. But market-
ing experts say the trend is not

Petty officer sentenced for ID thefts

NORFOLK, Va. — A Navy petty officer from the Baltimore area
who stole the identities of nearly two dozen servicemembers was
to 47 months in the brig, reduced in rank and discharged

‘THE WASHINGTON POST, SUSAN BIDDLE/LATWP

Deena Barlev, who teaches a civil
school, said of a Kmart promotion:

ights course at a Maryland middle
“I was thil

king the store was

celebrating Black History Month. Then | looked further down the flier

and saw that they were advertising Tone bar soap ...

mix. | thought, ‘No, they didn't! "

surprising in a nation that once
considered draping advertising
banners across the base of the
Statue of Liberty.

“Eventually any piece of histo-
ry or American culture gets trivi-
alized by advertisers,” said Bar-
bara Lippert, the advertising crit-
ic for Adweek magazine. “They
just use any opportunity as a plat-
form to sell something. ... Every-

and cornbread

thing becomes about buying and
selling.”

Activist Jesse L. Jackson said
that some of the ads are produced
by the same companies that “de-
nied access” to blacks and that
they trivialize the historic struggle.

In a statement, Kmart officials
said the fliers are a “celebration
of the contributions African-
Americans have made to Ameri-
ca’s history.”

Clear Channel, Stern resolve dispute

The Associated Press
SAN ANTONIO — Radio giant Clear Channel
Communications Inc. and Howard Stern have
agreed to withdraw lawsuits against each other relat-
ed to Stern’s ouster from the radio giant’s airwaves

because of indecency concerns.

Clear Channel, which pulled Stern off the air in
February 2004, issued a statement saying the law-
suits and claims for money damages have been

dropped by both sides.

“We are pleased to resolve this contractual dis-
pute with Howard Stern without further legal ex-
pense and delay,” Clear Channel chief legal officer
Andrew Levin said in a news release Wednesday.

Stern’s agent, Don Buchwald, did not return mes-

mission to resolve indecency complaints against the

Stern

sages The Associated Press left Thursday with his

New York office.

In July, Clear Channel agreed to a $1.75 mlllmn

with the Federal Ce

popular Stern and other radio personalities
The FCC defines obscene material as describing

sexual conduct “in a patently of-
fensive way” and lacking “seri-
ous literary, artistic, political or
scientific value.” Indecent ma-
terial is not as offensive but still
contains references to sex or ex-
cretions.

The FCC has stepped up en-
forcement of the indecency stat-
ute, perhaps most notably with
a $550,000 fine against CBS for
Janet Jackson’s “wardrobe mal-
function” during last year's
Super Bowl halftime show.

In trading Thursday morning, Clear Channel

shares fell 11 cents to $33.79 on the New York Stock

from the Navy, a military spokesman said.

Curtis Phillips, 28, was convicted of identity theft and three other
charges relating to his enlistment and service during a general
court-martial at the Navy Trial Service Office in Norfolk, Navy offi-
cials said Wednesday.

Four of the 22 victims, all of whom were stationed with Phillips
aboard the aircraft carrier USS George Washington, testified dur-
ing the proceedings, officials said.

Phillips was ordered to pay a $2,200 fine, was reduced in rank to
seaman recruit and was given a bad-conduct discharge, said Lt.
Cmdr. Bob Mehal, a public affairs officer for the Navy.

Judge reschedules trial in civil rights killings

PHILADELPHIA, Miss. — The trial of a reputed Klansman in
the 1964 slayings of ‘three civil rights workers has been delayed to
April 19, in part to allow the defense time to review tips received as
part of the reopened investigation.

Circuit Judge Marcus Gordon issued the ruling in the Edgar Ray
Killen murder case during a brief hearing Thursday. He also said
the three-week delay ‘would allow more time to prepare a question-
naire for potential jurors.

Killen, an 80-year-old part-time preacher and former lumber
mill operator, was indicted Jan. 6 for the 1964 murders of James
Chaney, Michael Schwerner and Andrew Goodman, who were in
this rural area helping blacks register to vote. Killen, who remains
free on bond, had been scheduled to stand trial March 28.

Reduced sentence sought for teen killer

CHARLESTON, S.C. — A teenager who unsuccessfully blamed
Zoloft for the slaymg of his grandparents should never have been
tried as an adult, his attorneys argued in seeking to reduce his
30-year prison sentence to probation.

In papers filed this week, attorneys for 15-year-old Christopher
Pittman said the 2001 slayings were committed when the boy was
12, “when the frontal lobe of the brain — those areas most implicat-
ed in criminal culpability — is still in its infancy.”

“How then can a civilized society assess the same culpability for,
and impose the same punishment on, a 12-year-old as you would im-
pose on a grown man?” attorney Andy Vickery wrote. “Exposing
such a person to the same punishment as an adult is excessive
under any conceivable standard of decency.”

FAA proposes new black box rules

WASHINGTON — The black boxes that record events leading
up to aircraft crashes must hold more data and have a more reli-
able power supply under a plan outlined Thursday by the Federal
Aviation Administration.

Federal safety regulators have long urged the FAA to adopt strict-
er requirements for the black boxes after the devices failed to yield
useful information during the investigations of several fatal airlin-
er accidents, including the 1998 crash of Swissair Flight 111 off the
coast of Halifax, Nova Scotia, and the 1999 crash of Egyptair Flight
990 off the Nantucket coast.

“Good data is often the Rosetta Stone to deciphering what hap-
pened in an aircraft incident and what could happen in an acci-
dent,” said FAA Administrator Marion Blakey.

‘The new rules require cockpit voice recorders, which record pi-
lots’ conversations, to retain at least two hours of audio and have a
10-minute backup power source. They are now only required to
record 15 to 30 minutes of sound and don’t have to have backup
power.

From The Associated Press
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Author says
he regrets
releasing
Bush tapes

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — An old
friend of President Bush who se-
cretly recorded their private con-
versations and released them to
the media said he has regrets
and is turning the tapes over to
Bush.

Doug Wead allowed journal-
ists to hear and broadcast the
tapes in the past week as he pro-
moted his new book on presiden-
tial parents.

But he said he canceled plans
to be on “Hardball” on MSNBC
Tuesday night to talk about his re-
grets because “it would only add
to the distraction I have caused to
the president’s important and his-
toric work.”

“Contrary to a statement that T
made to the New York Times, I
have come to realize that person-
al relationships are more impor-
tant than history,” Wead wrote in
a letter to the show’s host, Chris
Matthews, that MSNBC released
to the public on Wednesday.

“I am asking my attorney to di-
rect any future proceeds from the
book to charity and to find the
best way to vet these tapes and
get them back to the president to
whom they belong.

“History can wait.”

On the tapes, recorded over the
course of the two years before
Bush became the Republican
presidential nominee, Bush dis-
cusses strategy for his presiden-
tial run and appears to acknowl-
edge past drug use.

He says he will refuse to an-
swer questions about using LSD,
cocaine and marijuana because
“I don’t want any kid doing what I
tried to do 30 years ago.”

‘The White House said Bush did
not dispute the content of the
tapes.

The president’s aides brushed
off repeated questions about
them during his tour of Europe
this week by saying Bush consid-
ered them casual conversations
“with someone he thought was a
friend.”

AP

Hunter S. Thompson was onl there to the end — his final wishes include having his ashes blasted out of a

cannon. Fireworks impresari

Marc Williams, right, and employee Thomas Majors, posing with

eworks,

want the job. Williams says he’d shoot the ashes 800 feet into the sky, then have a window-rattling sec-
ond blast scatter them amid a massive bloom of color. Major would construct the ash container.

oing gonzo in last request

Thompson’s ashes might be shot out of a cannon

The Associated Press

DENVER — Hunter S. Thompson, the “gonzo
journalist” with a penchant for drugs, guns and
flame-thrower prose, might have one more salvo
in store for everyone: Friends and relatives want
toblast his ashes out of a cannon, just as he wished.

“If that’s what he wanted, we’ll see if we can pull
it off,” said historian Douglas Brinkley, a friend of
Thompson’s and now the family’s spokesman.

Thompson, who shot himself to death at his
Aspen-area home Sunday at 67, said several times
he wanted an artillery send-off for his remains.

“There’s no question, I'm sure that’s what he
would want,” said Mike Cleverly, a longtime friend
and neighbor. “Hunter truly loved that kind of

Colorado fireworks impresario Marc Williams
said it’s doable.

“Oh, sweet. I'd love to. I would so love to,” said
Williams, 44, owner of Night Musick Inc. in subur-
ban Denver and a fan of Thompson’s writing.

Thompson’s wife, Anita, and son, Juan, are look-
ing into the cannon scenario, said Brinkley, who
has edited some of Thompson’s work.

In comments published Thursday, members of
‘Thompson’s family said the writer discussed com-
mitting suicide at least 10 years before he took his
life.

“T've known for many, many years that this is
how Hunter would go,” Juan Thompson told the
Rocky Mountain News in Thursday’s editions. “It
was just a question of when. This was a big sur-
prise and I didn’t expect it to be now, but the
means was exactly as we expected.”

Brinkley also said Thompson did not take his life
“in a moment of haste or anger or despondency”
but probably planned his suicide well in advance
because of declining health. The author of books in-
cluding “Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas” was in
pain from a host of problems that included a bro-

ken leg and a hip replacement.

“I think he made a conscious decision that he
had an incredible run of 67 years, lived the way he
wanted to, and wasn’t going to suffer the indigni-
ties of old age,” Brinkley said. “He was not going to
let anybody dictate how he was going to die.”

Thompson had spent an intimate weekend with
his son, daughter-in-law and young grandson, the
spokesman said.

“He was trying to really bond and be close to the
family” before his suicide, Brinkley said. “This
‘was not just an act of irrationality. It was a very
pre-planned act.”

If the Thompson job were his, Williams said, he
would probably blast the ashes from a 12-inch di-
ameter mortar 800 feet into the sky. Then a sec-
ond, window-rattling blast would scatter them
amid a blossom of color 600 feet across.

Coroner:
Dogs, baby
swings
don’t mix

BY JANET MCCONNAUGHEY
The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Rocking
your baby to sleep in a mechani-
cal swing may trigger a deadly at-
tack on the child by the family
dog, a coroner warns.

At least two such deaths have
been documented in Maryland
over a four-year period, Dr. Al-
bert Y. Chu of the state’s medical
examiner’s office said Wednes-
day at a meeting in New Orleans
of the American Academy of Fo-
rensic Sciences.

The back-and-forth motion
may activate the dog’s instinct to
chase prey, he said.

“Think about dogs chasing cars
or tennis balls. They can’t control
their behavior — they just go,” he
said.

In 2003, a 2-week-old boy was
dragged from his swing and
killed by the family’s pit bull in
Baltimore after the baby’s moth-
er left him to answer the front
door. In Edgemere, Md., in 1999,
a 3-month-old boy was mauled to
death as his parents slept in anoth-
er room.

An Associated Press check of
online news archives found at
least one more death — that of an
18-day-old girl in Tampa, Fla., in
2000 after her mother left the
room to warm a bottle for her —
and at least two nonfatal attacks
around the country in the past
few years.

In one of those cases, in Sum-
merville, S.C., in 2003, the dog
lunged for the baby and bit her in
front of the child’s mother.

In 2000, Sabrina Williamson of
Peru, Ind., had gone to the store
while her husband napped in an-
other room, not far from
9-week-old Alex. She walked
back in and found her husband
wrestling their pit bull off the
baby. They had had the dog eight
years, since Alex’s brother was 4.

“I think it could be a key factor.
Our dog had never been mean to-
wards a child before,” she said in
a telephone interview.

The baby’s face was bitten and
bloody, and his collarbone was
broken and protruding from his
shoulder, police said.

More blacks, Latinos jailed

AUSTIN — More than 70 percent of in-
mates in Texas prisons are black or Latino,
nearly doubling their percentage of the
general population, according to a report
released Thursday.

The report by the Washington, D.C-
based Justice Policy Institute found that
blacks are sent to prison at a rate five
times higher than whites in Texas. Latinos
were incarcerated at twice the rate of
whites, the report said.

Gary Bledsoe, state director of the Texas
National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, said spending more
‘money on education and health care would
help people avoid the crimes that send
them to prison.

State and House and Senate leaders are

considering expanding probation and drug
treatment programs this legislative session
as a way to curb the state’s rising prison
population.

Father stabs kids, kills self

COLUMBUS, Ga. — A father fatally
stabbed his two young children and seri-
ously wounded three others with a hunting
knife before committing suicide by slitting
his own throat, police said.

The father, Clarence Lacey Moore, 24,
and the five children were found in a home
in south Columbus after Wednesday’s at-
tack, police said.

Beverly Moore, the mother of all five
children, was not injured, said police Maj.
Russell Traino. It was not immediately
clear whether the three wounded children
were related to Clarence Moore.

Pa. trooper fatally shoots self

LANCASTER, Pa. — A veteran state
trooper fatally shot himself Wednesday,
four days after authorities searched his
home for items “related to child pornogra-
phy,” a state police official said.

Trooper Arthur J. Mizzoni, 49, was
found dead in his pickup truck in the park-
ing lot outside his barracks in Ephrata,
about 60 miles northwest of P

Hunter fined $18M for fire

EDDING, Calif. — A lost hunter who
started a forest fire in northern California
while trying to keep warm was ordered to
pay $18.2 million restitution. The fire in
the Mendocino National Forest burned
6,058 acres and cost $33 million to sup-
press, authorities said. The restitution cov-
ers the U.S. Forest Service’s cost of fight-
ing the fire and restoring the burned area,

Clay Township Police searched Miz-
zoni’s home Saturday and seized “numer-
ous items,” said state police Capt. Steven
McDaniel, the troop commander. They in-
cluded computer equipment and supplies,
pornographic magazines, advertisements
and newspaper clippings with pictures of
children, and Polaroid photos of children,
according to court papers.

said.

Jason Hoskey, 26, of Willows, lit a camp-
fire when he got lost hunting on Sept. 27,
2003. The fire spread after he fell asleep.

Flames had been banned in the area be-
cause of extreme fire danger. Prosecutors
said Hoskey also violated the ban by smok-
ing several cigarettes.

From wire reports
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GOP coffers six times
the size of Democrats’

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Republican National Com-
mittee began the month with a 6-to-1 fmanclal ad-
ith $16.5
million in the bank compared to the Demacratlc Na-
tional Committee’s $2.6 million.

The RNC raised $10.5 million in January, accord-
ing to its monthly report to the Federal Election
Commlss n. The GOP spent $8.7 million, including

$1 million transfer to Senate Republicans’
fundt -raising committee and nearly $1 million in
telemarketing, according to an analysis by Political
Money Line, a nonpartisan campaign finance track-
ing service.

The DNC raised $4.1 million last month, based on
its FEC report.

It spent $7. 6 million, including a donation of $1.5
million to Virginia Lt. Gov. Timothy Kaine’s cam-
paign for governor and a $1 million transfer to the
Senate Democrats’ fund-raising committee.

The disparity between the two national commit-
tees in January fund raising illustrates the benefit
President Bush’s re-election to the White House
can have day to day for his party. However, all is
not lost for new DNC Chairman Howard Dean; in
lhe last elecnon cycle, Lhough behind early on, the

National C exceed-
ed the RNC in contributions by several million dol-
lars.

Also, the National Republican Senatorial Commit-
tee began February with $1.7 million in the bank
and no debt. It raised $5.3 million in January and
spent $4.6 million

i Campaign C
had $47s 648 left after paying off post-election
debts. It raised nearly $2.7 million last month and
spent just under $2.6 mi

ion.

Civility campaign launched

Representatives aim to cut partisan warfare

BY JIM ABRAMS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Democrat Steve
Israel first met Republican Tim
Johnson when Israel, in a rush to get
out of town at the
end of a congres-
sional week, blood-
ied Johnson by
slamming the
door to the House
chamber on his

foot.

Israel, a
third-term  con-
gressman  from

Long Island, N.Y.,
says he looks back
on that inadvert-
ent but nonethe-
less painful first encounter as emblem-
atic of the attack-first, talk-later atmo-
sphere in the House today. Now he’s
teamed with Johnson in the latest effort
to make the House a more civil place.

Johnson, a third-termer from rural Il
linois, agrees that there has been “an
exponential increase in the level of ran-
cor, in the level of acrimony” that he
says is a disservice to both the Con-
gress and the country.

Reasonable compromise is difficult,
he said, citing the current debate over
Social Security reform where “one

Israel

party is telling the other they are atavis-
tic socialists from the 1930s and the
other party is saying they are trying to
starve old people.”

Tsrael and Johnson, in announcing
the formation of the Center Aisle Cau-
cus, say they hope to reduce partisan
warfare through modest measures
such as holding more informal brief-
ings on issues and unscripted
after-hours discussions, and giving mi-
nority Democrats more time o express
their views.

Johnson said they will also be “blow-
ing the whistle when members are un-
necessarily disrespectful.”

Israel noted that some of their ideas
originated in the House gym, “the most
competitive but civil place on the Hill.”

Separately, Rep. Shelley Moore Cap-
ito, R-W.Va,, said that, at the behest of
Rules Committee Chaitman David Drei-
er, R-Calif,, she is organizing a task
force to study ways to improve civility.

“The level of debate in my four years
has deteriorated,” she said. “It’s time
to take a breath and respect each oth-
er’s positions.”

It’s hardly the first time members of
the notoriously partisan House have
launched civility In 1997

to know each other in informal set-
tings. But they’ve since been discontin-
ued because of waning interest.

In a historical perspective, the ver-
bal assaults of today pale in compari-
son to the dueling, shootings and blud-
geonings that at times settled differenc-
es in the past.

The lack of face
time is often cited
as a major reason
Republicans and
Democrats can’t
get along. The
House frequently
meets only on
Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thurs-
day. Israel and
other members
rush out the door
Thursday after-
noon to catch
flights home, where they must cater to
constituents and raise money for the
next election. Many of today’s younger
members with school-age children
never relocate to Washington.

The Senate — smaller, slower-paced
and more clubbish — is traditionally
better behaved, but has also shown

Capito

Rep. Ray LaHood, R-1lL, and former
Rep. David Skaggs, D-Colo., came up
with the idea of family retreats where
Republicans and Democrats could get

me strong partisan recent-
ly with Democratic filibusters of
GOP-backed judicial nominations and
Republican attacks on former Demo-
cratic leader Tom Daschle.
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Bush plan to kill, cut programs faces long odds

BY ALAN FRAM

The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — It isn’t hard
to understand why few in Wash-
ington are taking President
Bush’s proposal to kill or cut 154
programs very seriously. Just lis-
ten to members of his own party.

“It ought to be ded, not

H 9
Program cuts in Bush’s budget proposal
President Bush has submitted a 2006 budget to Congress that
requests eliminating or sharply reducing spending on 154

government programs.

Proposed eliminations or spending cuts in 2006 budget

eliminated,” Arizona Sen. Jon
Kyl says of aid to states with im-
prisoned criminal aliens, a $300
million program Bush wants to
eliminate.

“We'll fight it with everything
that's in us,” Pennsylvania Rep.
John Peterson says of the presi-
dent’s plan to end vocational edu-
cation subsidies running $1.2 bil-
lion annually.

Bush proposed the cuts this
month as part of his $2.57 trillion
budget for 2006. He wants to trim
nonsecurity programs — except
automatically paid benefits like
Medicare — by an overall 1 per-
cent from this year’s levels, the
first such reduction proposed ina
presidential budget since Presi-
dent Reagan was in office.

Of Bush'’s 154 targets, the Edu-
cation Department would suffer
the most losses: He would kill 48
of its programs worth about $4.3
billion and cut two others.

They range from vocational ed-
ucation aid distributed to states
and communities nationwide to
the B.J. Stupak Olympic scholar-
ships.

It provides $1 million for ath-
letes training at the four U.S.
Olympic training centers — in-
cluding Northern Michigan Uni-
versity, in the district of the pro-
gram’s sponsor, Rep. Bart Stu-
pak, D-Mich.

Total: 154 programs

)
55 proposed

99 proposed eliminations ¥
Departments with the reductions
most eliminations PROGRAMS (|;0|:fo%?«2)

Education 48 I 54,263
Health and Human Services 14 Il 970
Justice ol 1,528
Agriculture ) | 306
Interior 41 17

Source: The White House

The program is named for the
lawmaker’s late son.

Another nine Justice Depart-
ment programs worth $1.5 billion
would be erased, including
grants for hiring local police offic-
ers and for communications
equipm

Bush s rauonale for the cuts is
the need to control relentless fed-
eral deficits that the White House
expects to set a third straight
record this year, hitting $427 bil-
lion. He also would slow the
growth of the Pentagon’s budget
and pluck savings from Medic-
aid, farm aid, veterans payments
and other benefit programs.

Many interest groups and mem-
bers of Congress, including plen-

AP

ty of the president’s fellow Repub-
licans, think what's unwise are
his proposed cuts. That’s why his
plan to save $15.3 billion by elimi-
nating 99 programs and cutting
55 others faces bleak prospects.

“We want to be fiscally respon-
sible,” House Agriculture Com-
mittee Chairman Bob Goodlatte,
R-Va,, said of the 28 agriculture
programs Bush would cut or abol-
ish. “But we also want to make
sure American_agriculture re-
mains competitive.”

“Will we get everything we
want? Probably not, but by doing
this we help assure overall spend-
ing isn’t growing so fast” that it
hinders Bush’s effort to control
deficits, said White House budget
office spokesman Chad Kolton.
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Off-color video gets official criticized

Juvenile justice chief showed Chris Rock skit in meeting with NAACP

BY BRENDAN FARRINGTON
The Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Six black law-
makers called for the removal of the head
of the state’s juvenile justice department
for showing a video by comedian Chris
Rock at a meeting with civil rights activ-
ists.

One lawmaker called the black comedi-
an’s 4-minute skit — “How To Not Get
Your Ass Kicked By The Police” — “abso-
lutely racist.”

A member of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People
who attended the viewing last July said no
one complained.

The skit, which came from Rock’s
former HBO comedy show, was shown in
the office of Juvenile Justice Secretary An-
thony Schembri — the former head of New
York City’s jails who was the model for the

1991- 1995 ufﬂ)edl television show “The
Commish.

Rock’s tips for young blacks include driv-
ing with a white friend, and turning down
loud rap music when pulled over. The
video also shows scenes where actors
dressed as police pretend to beat up blacks
who didn’t follow Rock’s advice — a driver
‘who jumps out of his car during a traffic
stop and starts yelling profanities, and a
man who jumps a subway turnstile while
smoking marijuana and carrying a gun.

“I found this as being totally and abso-
lutely racist, there’s no way around it,”
said Democratic state Sen. Mandy Daw-
son, who was joined by five other black law-
makers. “It doesn’t make sense to me to
show this type of video under any circum-
stances to the NAACP.”

Schembri’s spokesman, Tom Denham,
said the video was part of a discussion on
racial profiling. He said Schembri, who is

white, previously used it when teaching col-
lege courses as a way to open up discussion
on profiling.

“The secretary is a very colorful and un-
usual man and he likes to push the enve-
lope and get people to think about things,”

enham said, adding the video was never
meant to be used to train staff and adminis-
trators, as the lawmakers alleged.

“I would like to apologize. I did not mean
to offend anyone,” Schembri said through
a spokesman

William H. Booth, a retired New York
City judge and an NAACP member, said he
was at the meeting and no one complained
about the video. He said Schembri used it
as an example of how the media can con-
tribute to attitudes about profiling.

“I've never known him to be prejudiced
in any way,” said Booth, who knew Schem-
bri in New York. “I don’t think he’s got a ra-
cial bone in his body.”

Rock’s publicists would not comment.

AP

Comedian and actor Chris Rock is known
for his edgy material. Florida Juvenile Jus-
tice Secretary Anthony Schembri showed
one of Rock’s skits, “How To Not Get Your
Ass Kicked By The Police,” during a
meeting with the NAACP on racial profiling.

College kids turning
Wal-Mart into cure
for campus boredom

Berkeley Mayor Tom Bates, shown on the roof of his office building, is suing the University of California to
block campus expansion plans, the latest episode in long-simmering tensions between the school and the town.

City of Berkeley sues school
over campus expansion plan

BY MICHELLE LOCKE
The Associated Press

BERKELEY, Calif. — The University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, a hotbed of student protests during
the Vietnam War, finds itself back in an uncomfort-
able spotlight with a city lawsuit over its long-range
plan.

City leaders have taken their university to court in
hopes of blocking construction on its 15-year growth
plan, arguing that campus administrators didn’t ade-
quately evaluate the consequences to the city.

The flap is the latest in a series of town-gown
spats across the country as modern-day budget con-
straints intensify age-old friction between schools
and their surrounding communities.

A number of other University of California cam-
puses are embroiled in disagreements with their cit-
ies, including Santa Cruz, where officials are wary
of that campus’ expansion plan.

One twist in the Berkeley vs. Berkeley face-off is
that it is being led by Mayor Tom Bates, a graduate
of the same campus he is now suing and a starting
member of the 1959 Rose Bowl team.

“As a proud alumnus of the Umversity of Califor-
nia, I'm disappointed that we're here today to file
the lawsuit, but we want a fair and lasting partner-
ship with the university,” Bates said.

The suit, filed Wednesday, alleges that a campus
environmental impact report, approved last month

by the university’s gnvemmg board of regents,
doesn’t valuate the of
adding up to 2.2 mllllon square feet of space and
about 2,000 parking spaces.

“The university has, in essence, asked us to sign
the equivalent of a blank check that will allow them
to build wherever, whenever and however it would
like,” Bates said. “This lawsuit firmly states that we
are not willing to sign anything until we know what
we're buying.”

Bates also announced that the city plans to start
billing UC Berkeley for sewage service and parking
taxes and is prepared to sue if the campus balks at
paying.

Campus officials counter that they are tax-ex-
empt as a public agency. They defended their envi-
ronmental report as meeting all legal requirements.

Berkeley said they i
with the city’s tight financial situation but, “it is in
no one’s interest for one public agency to sue anoth-
er to address a budget shortfall.”

‘While town-gown tensions often have flared over
alcohol abuse and noise, the recent focus has been
on money, said Sheldon Steinbach, general counsel
for the American Council on Education in Washing-
ton, D.C.

“Over the last almost 40 years the principal point
of friction has been over monetary issues as locali-
ties and states have become increasingly strapped
for funds,” he said.

BY ANN ZIMMERMAN
AND LAURA STEVENS
The Wall Street Journal

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — On a
snowy Monday night recently,
Northern Arizona University
freshman Natalie Eickmeyer fin-
ished her studying and decided to
go out and have some fun. So at
10 o'clock, after scouring a dormi-
tory for participants, she and five
friends headed to the Wal-Mart
discount center.

The students had no intention
of shopping. They were going to
Wal-Mart to play games.

That night, she and her pal
Amy Zimmer-
man, a college jun-
ior, decided the
group would play
“10 in 10.” The
captains of the
two teams each

&k It’s big, it’s the lege
only thing open
after 9 p.m.,

romps.

Students at Taylor University
in Upland, Ind., a liberal-arts
school surrounded by cornfields,
sign a contract promising not to
drink, take drugs or have premari-
tal sex. A dormitory there organiz-
es wholesome activities, includ-
ing group dates that begin at a res-
taurant and end at a Wal-Mart for
a scavenger hunt, says Elizabeth
Diffin, a senior at the university.
They typically play a version
called “A-Z,” where the team that
first finds an item for every letter
of the alphabet wins.

Eugene Orr, manager of the

Flagstaff Wal-Mart, says he’s
aware that col-
and

high-school kids
conduct scaven-
ger hunts and
play other games
in his store. “T

spend 10 minutes and you can don’t think it’s a
putting 10 items big deal” he
in a shopping get away says. “But when
cart. ) they leave every-

The carts are with more. 9y thing in the bas-
turned over to the — kets and carts,
opposing  teams Natalie Eickmeyer really discour-
which have to fig- Freshman,  aging to the asso-

ure out where the
items came from
and return them to the shelves
where they belong. That's no easy
feat in a store stocked with more
than 100,000 different items. The
first team back to the checkout
counters with an empty cart is de-
clared the winner.

“It's big, it’s the only thing open
after 9 p.m, and you can get away
with more,” said Eickmeyer, ex-
plaining why she and her friends
regularly use Wal-Mart for vari-
ous challenges.

From scavenger hunts and
aisle football to a relay race limbo
under the shopping-cart stand,
college students around the coun-

— particularly in rural areas
— have found Wal-Mart’s endless
aisles and 24-hour operations to
be perfect for middle-of-the-night

Northern Arizona University

ciates, because it
creates  extra
work for them and takes away
from customer service.”

The games vary from college to
college. When Kerry Ahern and
her boyfriend, Lance Greer, are
bored, they play aisle football at
Wal-Mart, a game they made up
to pass the time in Easton, Pa.,
where Ahern is a senior at Lafay-
ette College.

In this game, Ahern and Greer
scout out two goal posts several
aisles apart — fishing-tackle
boxes and bedding, for instance.
Then they pass the football and
try to tag the receiver.

“We play during the day and
people give us all sorts of dirty
looks,” says Ahern. “The ball
once hit someone shopping. She
‘was not pleased.”
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Sex educator to advance family life program

BY RUTH PADAWER
The (Hackensack, N.J.) Record

HACKENSACK, N.J. — When New Jer-
sey became the sex-ed capital of the world,
Danene Sorace had only a rough idea of
where babies came from.

After all, she was 10. Today, Sorace, 32,
knows all the details and is determined to
pass them on. She has been tapped to lead
the Network for Family Life Education, the
group responsible for the state’s nationally
recognized — and aggressively frank —
K-12 family life curriculum. In that post,
she will be the pipeline to the nation’s 30
million teens.

It won’t be easy. The handoff comes at a
time when the nation is embroiled in a pas-
sionate debate about how to address teen
sexual behavior. Opponents of comprehen-
sive sex education have gained significant
ground, with an ally in the White House
and millions of dollars to back their cause.
At the same time, teens continue to be ill in-
formed.

“These kids are bombarded by the
media with sexual images and innuendo
and they take on a persona of sophistica-
tion, but there is a total disconnect be-
tween what they think they know and what

rance aside, 30 percent of the nation’s
15-year-olds are having sex, according to
the most recent national survey.

Nearly one-quarter of suburban teens
ages 13 to 16 have been sexually intimate,
compared with 33 percent of urban teens.
Overall, 12 percent of kids that age have
had oral sex.

The Network for Family Life Education,
formed by a Rutgers University professor
more than two decades ago, pressed Tren-
ton to mandate state-sponsored sex ed, ar-
guing that the more informed students
were, the more ably they would avoid preg-
nancy and disease. Opponents were ap-
palled, suing the state Board of Education
du the way up to the U.S. Supreme Court

that explicit sex

schools, local health departments and juve-
nile justice centers.

It also runs a Web site called “Sex, Etc.”
that reaches 12 million teens a year. More
than 40,000 visit daily, trolling through col-
umns on relationships, health, body image,
sexual orientation, drug abuse and prevent-
ing pregnancy and disease. Teens also fire
deeply personal questions at the site’s on-
line health experts, who provide candid,
timely answers.

Sorace didn’t grow up thinking she would
spend her professional life talking about
sex. Raised in rural Pennsylvania, she want-
ed to be an interior designer, even making
her own business cards at age 11 and call-
ing her company Rainbow Interiors.

wnuld encourage promiscuity and usurp
the role of parents.

When that effort failed, New Jersey be-
came the first state in the country to re-
quire sex ed in every grade of school.

Though the network’s initial focus was
on training health teachers and helping
local districts implement the state curricu-
lum, more than three-quarters of the
group’s $1.3 million budget now goes to
reaching teens directly. It publishes a
newsletter for teens by teens that reaches

But after from Albright Col-
lege with a bachelor’s in psychobiology,
she was hired to lead teen health initiatives
ata family planning consortium in Pennsyl-
vania and direct the state Coalition to Pre-
vent Teen Pregnancy. Only 22 years old,
she was the youngest in an office of 35.

In 1998, Sorace joined the Network for
Family Life Education. By 2000, she had
become its program manager, supervising
its staff, managing its budget and leading
its ever more challenging fund-raising op-
erations. (Rutgers provides only office

Danene Sorace is the director of the
Network for Family Life Education at
Rutgers University in New Jersey.

also earned a master’s in public policy
from Rutgers.

Over Sorace’s desk, near the flash-
light-turned-torch, is a small print with the
words: “In my dream, the angel shrugged
and said, ‘If we fail this time, it will be a fail-
ure of imagination.” And then she placed

they actually know,”

says Sorace. Igno-

2.4 million adolescents in 50 states through

space, not money.) During that time, she

the world gently in the palm of my hand.

Study shows
estrogen
pills worsen
incontinence

BY LINDSEY TANNER
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — A new study adds
incontinence to the list of ail-
ments that hormone pills had
been thought to help prevent, but
now appear to worsen, at least in
older women.

Estrogen pills with or without
progestin increased postmeno-
pausal womens risk of develop-

Another cause of unnary mcontmence

Hormone therapy is now
included in the list of
possible causes of
incontinence in women.

| Gross
section

A new study shows Bladder

estrogen doubled

the risk of stress

incontinence — an Urethra

involuntary loss of urine .

resulting from a weakness felvic

in the pelvic muscle. muscle
Source: Journal of the American Medical Assdciation AP

earlier negative findings, but the
results with incontinence were dis-
appointing, too, said lead author
Dr. Susan Hendrix, a gynecologist

at Wayne State University.
The findings, published in
’s Journal of the Amer-

ing and also ap-
peared to make it worse in
women who already had the vex-
ing problem.

The findings came from the
same landmark government
study that in the past few years
linked the widely used supple-
ments to a higher risk of heart at-
tacks, strokes, breast cancer and
dementia.

“We were hoping to find a gleam
of hope for estrogen” after all the

ican Medical Association, come
from research on 27,347 women,
ages 50 to 79, participating in the
Women’s Health Initiative study.

Compared with women taking
dummy pills, those on estrogen
pills for one year were 53 percent
‘more likely to develop urinary in-
continence by year’s end. Those
on pills containing both estrogen
and progestin faced a 39 percent
higher risk.

The highest risks were for
stress incontinence — urine leak-
age prompted by pressure on the
lower abdomen from sneezing,
laughing, coughing or walking. It
can result from weak pelvic mus-
cles. Women taking estrogen pills
faced more than double the risk
of developing stress incontinence,
and risks were almost as high for
women on pills ining botl

Electronic knees may
improve replacements

BY LEE BOWMAN
Scripps Howard News Service

WASHINGTON — Just how
many times does your knee flex
and what kind of load does it bear
when you climb a flight of stairs,
ride a bike or shift gears while
driving? It might be hard to keep
track, but researchers working to-
ward more durable artificial
joints are finding out the details
thanks to electronic knees.

Researchers from the Scripps
Clinic in La Jolla, Calif,, present-
ed data collected from an e-knee
implanted in a patient who had al-
ready had a hip replacement and
total knee replacement in his
other knee, but continues a physi-
cally active lifestyle.

Their ion before the

hormones.

Also, women who already had
any incontinence faced increased
risks of it worsening after a year
— anearly 60 percent higher risk
for those on estrogen-only pills
and a 20 percent higher risk for
those on combined pills, com-
pared with the placebo group.

Data: High levels of perchlorate in breast milk

San Francisco Chronicle

A team of Texas Tech Universi-
ty researchers has found a con-
taminant from rocket fuel in wom-
en’s breast milk at five times the
average level found in dairy milk.

‘This first study in breast milk of
perchlorate, a chemical that inter-
feres with the thyroid, indicates
that the majority of breast-feed-
ing infants would be exceeding
the safe daily dose set by the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences.

The peer-reviewed data pub-

lished Tuesday in the journal En-
vironmental Science & Technolo-
gy reported perchlorate in 36
milk samples from women in 18
states and in all but one of 47 cow
milk samples from 11 states. The
average level in breast milk was
10.5 parts per billion, with a high
of 92 ppb, while the average in
cow’s milk was 2 ppb with a high
of 11 ppb.

Perchlorate, a salt, can impair
a person’s ability to take up io-
dide, a form of iodine and the

building block of thyroid hor-
mones that control brain develop-
ment. High levels of perchlorate
in the body also may reduce the
amount of iodide in breast milk.

Todide is particularly important
for infants.

Environmentalists immediate-
ly responded to the new study by
saying it should force the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to
adopt a drinking-water standard
for perchlorate — and one that is
strict enough to protect infants.
They want a standard of 1 ppb.

annual meeting of the American
Academy of Orthopaedic Sur-
geons on Wednesday is one of sev-
eral dealing with the need to pro-
vide more sophisticated and dura-
ble artificial joints.

Each year, 267,000 total knee
replacement surgeries are done
in the United States, with increas-
ing proportions of surgeries done
in patients in their 40s and 50s
who have been leading an active
lifestyle and expect to continue
doing so.

Arthritis is the leading cause of
degeneration in the knee joint re-
quiring the surgery, but arthritis
itself can be a matter of aging or
response to severe injury of the
knee in the past.

There is increasing concern
that many knee implant recipi-
ents may outlive their plastic and
metal artificial joints, forcing
them to undergo repeat surgery.
The surgery is seldom as success-
ful the second time around and re-
habilitation takes longer in older
patients.

Enter the e-knee, which con-
tains sensors that measure the
strain across the knee that chang-
es within the device as the patient
moves.

An antenna transmits electron-
ic signals from the device into a
computer system that measures
the actual loads in pounds.

“Up until now, we relied on
mathematical modeling to esti-
mate forces distributed within
the knee joint,” said Dr. Clifford
Caldwell, director of the Shiley
Center for Orthopaedic Research
and Education at the Scripps Clin-
ic. “Now we have hard data that
measures exactly how much
force is placed on the joint when a
patient performs various move-
ments, such as walking, blcyclmg
or swinging a golf club.”

In recent months, the study has
shown that total forces measured
in the patient’s knee are about 2.2
times body weight while walking
and 2.5 times body weight when
climbing stairs. Rising from a
chair produced peak forces 1.5
times body weight.

Those measurements are signif-
icantly lower than the loads pre-
dicted by computer modeling,
which showed that climbing
stairs produced a force 5.4 times
body weight and walking 3.1
times body weight.

That’s important because mate-
rials can be designed less dense
but more durable if they don’t
have to support such extreme
loads, the researchers said.

“These specific measurements
may not only result in better im-
plant design, but could also en-
able us to measure the effective-
ness of postoperative physical
therapy, overall rehabilitation,
bracing and use of corrective
orthotics,” Caldwell said.
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New Academy members deal
with first-time voting jitters

BY BETH HARRIS
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES

eith David popped in a

DVD of “Vera Drake”

and settled into the

comfort of his pil-

low-strewn brown sofa. The vet-

eran actor had decisions to make

— lots of them — that would af-
fect careers and coffers alike.

David is a new member of one
of the world’s most exclusive vot-
ing blocs, the Academy of Mo-
tion Picture Arts and Sciences.
He’s deciding for the very first
time who gets to go home with
an Oscar on Sunday.

“My vote counts,” he said
“It's like I'm the Electoral Col-
lege.”

David, animator Brad Bird, ac-
tress Scarlett Johansson and cos-
tume designer David C. Robin-
son were among 127 people invit-
ed to join the 5808-member
academy last year.

“It’s really nice to be able to
feel like you have some part of
who is recognized,” said Johans-
son, 20, one of the youngest vot-
ers. “Maybe I should’ve done a
bet with somebody to see if my
picks win.”

‘Watching 35 movies — plus 10
short subjects and 10 documenta-
ries — and listening to five CDs
of nominated songs in barely
three weeks would be nirvana to
most film fans.

But it’s been a race to the dead-
line — a very firm deadline that
passed at 5 p.m. Tuesday — for
many academy members, most
of whom have jobs and families
to attend to each day. David, for
instance, had to cram two or
three movies in after midnight
one recent evening.

Bird’s also felt the squeeze.

“I feel a real rush, almost a
panic, to see them all.” he says,
“so I'm voting from a place of
knowledge and not just because
1 know someone on a film or I
like someone on a film.”

Sometimes, the movies meld
into a confusing blur.

Bird, nominated this year for
original screenplay and anima
ed feature for “The Incredi-
bles,” recently attended the
academy’s nominees luncheon
and met best-actress contender
Annette Bening. He told her he
loved her in “Finding Julia.”

Oops! Bird had confused
“Being Julia” with best-picture
nominee “Finding Neverland.”

I immediately corrected my-
self,” he said. "I‘ve seen so many
in so little time.”

Bird took his screeners — the
free tapes and DVDs of the nomi-
nees — with him everywhere
and watched at least one a day.

During idle moments, he even
resorted to seeing some on his
computer.

Animated feature and original
screenplay were Bird’s easiest
votes — for himself.

AP

At his home in Los Angeles, first-time Oscar voter Keith David watches actress Imelda Staunton’s perfor-
mance in “Vera Drake,” which earned her an Academy Award nomination for best actress. He was racing
to view all the films nominated before the ballot deadline Tuesday.

“I feel like I did a good job,”
he said modestly.

Robinson, the New York-
based  costume  designer,
watched three movies a day. If
he wasn't vot-
ing, he acknowl-

&k /t’s not brain

push it over,” Bird admitted.
“But in the end, you're voting on
the work.”

Some Academy members, in-
cluding Johansson, simply don’t
have the time
to review all 24

edged he proba- categories, so
bll<y wogld]lave surgery. It’s the ;hey at\hstam
skipped “Lem- rom voting in
ony Snicket’s A pm’f ormances contests  they
Series of Unfor- L haven't seen.
wnate Events” (N 1m0vies and  “ouwanito
and el visual things b 1o T
“I's not 2107 judgment,”
brain surgery,” that grab you said the busy
he said St and make you actress.
e performanc- . thers skip
es and movies feel somet}zmg. the more tech-
and  visual , - e nical  catego-
things  that 1 Mt going to pick ries, professing
grab you and the things that ignorance

make you feel
something. I'm
going to pick

do that.y?

about the nu-
ances of crafts
such as sound

the things that David Robinson  mjixing, sound
do that” he Costume designer and editing, visual
said in a phone Academy Award voter effects and cin-
interview last ematography.

week. But not David, a Tony- and

So, did any of our first-timers
vote for pals or someone who
helped them get a job?

“If I felt two works were equal-
ly good and I liked one person
more than another, it would

Emmy-nominated actor whose
credits include “There’s Some-
thing About Mary,” “Head of
State” and “Barbershop.”

“Its my opinion,” he said.
“Even if I don’t know enough

about it, when I look at the
movie, I look at that aspect. T
know how a good editor can save
... abad director.”

After watching “Vera Drake”
on his 36-inch television, David
scribbled down notes detailing
what he liked about the illegal
abortion drama starring best-ac-
tress nominee Imelda Staunton.

“Torn doesn't begin to de-
scribe it,” he said. “A lot of them
get the same mark, so 1 go back
and narrow it down. The few
movies that I'm very hot on, I go
back and watch them again. It's
hard to compare actors unless
you saw them all play the same
role.”

Bird will be in the Kodak The-
atre audience on Oscar night
and Johansson will be a present-
er. David and Robinson, mean-
while, will have to watch the
fruits of their labors on TV be-
cause there’s not enough room
at the Kodak for every academy
member.

But that hasn’t dimmed Dav-
id’s regard for Hollywood's high-
est honor.

“Im very glad they changed
the language to “The Oscar goes
to,” instead of “The winner is,’ ”
David said. “There are no losers
here.”

Prince gets NAACP kudos

Prince may be a man of many
names, but the NAACP likes his
image regardless.

The “Purple Rain” singer will be
honored with the 2005 NAACP Van-
guard Award in a Los Angeles ceremo-
ny. The presentation will take place
during the 36th annual NAACP Image
Awards ceremony on March 19,
which will be broadcast March 25 on
Fox television.

“During  the
'80s, ince
emerged as the mu-
sical prophet of the
era, releasing a se-
ries of albums that
both define and
captured the spirit
of the times,” the
National Associa-
tion for the Ad-
vancement of Col-
ored People said in
a statement. “His
genre-bending songs sent shock
waves through the music industry
that still reverberate today.”

The award is given to those who
have worked to increase understand-
ing and awareness of racial and social
issues. The previous honorees are
film director Steven Spielberg and
‘movie producer Stanley Kramer.

Earlier this month, Prince won two
Grammy Awards — for best male
R&B vocal performance for “Call My
Name,” a single from his most recent
album, “Musicology,” and best tradi-
tional R&B vocal performance for
“Musicology.”

Prince

First ‘Idol’ to tour solo

Kelly Clarkson is hitting the road on
her first solo headline tour.

Clarkson, winner of the first “Ameri-

can Idol” competition, will open “The
Breakaway Tour” March 30 in Tulsa,
Okla. The tour will end in Vancouver,
British Columbia,
May 29.
“Nothing makes
me happier than
being on the road,”
the 22-year- old
singer said in a
statement  Tues-
day. “I can’t wait
to see the fans and
perform my new
material.”

Clarkson  will
perform in mostly
theater-size  ven:
ues, which she says “will be a great op-
portunity for me to connect with my
die-hard fans in an intimate setting.”

Other stops on the 34-city tour in-
clude New York, Los Angeles and Chi-
cago.

Clarkson

Film too hot for Taiwan

Director Tsai Ming-liang says he
won'’t release his award-winning film
“The Wayward Cloud” in his native
Taiwan if the island’s censors insist on
cutting any of its sexually explicit
scenes.

The film won a Silver Bear from the
Berlin International Film Festival Sat-
urday for outstanding artistic contri-
bution. The movie stars Lee
Kang-sheng, who plays a porn film
actor caught between his longtime
on-screen partner and his girlfriend.

The movie includes oral sex, nudity
and other sexually explicit scenes.

Tsai said he sought to use the film to
explore the bewildering subject of the
human body.

“It will not be shown unless in its to-
tality,” Tsai told TV reporters.

Stories and photos from wire services



Saturday, February 26, 2005

- STARS AND STRIPES -

3 ) PAGE 17

YOUR MONEY

Bank fees add up, but some can he avoided

Smart customers find ways to save money

BY IEVA M. AUGSTUMS
The Dallas Morning News

No matter where you bank
these days, there are service fees
— and they can easily add up.

If you grab cash out of another

regular checking account paid
$228 in fees, according to the U.S.
Public Interest Research Group.

bank’s ATM, be prepared to pay a Industry experts say that
couple « amount is
dollars to & “We have to have fees. It higher
your today, as
Eﬁf‘sk' an costs money to run a con-
other cou- financial institution.”yy — toee to
e rai
o Gail Enda  [Sting
ees, in-

bank, Senior vice president of marketingand (2> |

Over- member services at  gnes and
draw American Airlines Federal Credit Union  make it
your ac- harder to
count or

bounce a check, and your bank
can slap you with an overdraft fee
and an insufficient-funds fee. The
person or company that you
wrote the check to may also
charge you a fee.

And if you believe you're get-
ting free checking, think again. At
the very least, you're going to
have to pay for the checks.

“We have to have fees,” said
Gail Enda, senior vice presldent
of marketing and member servic-
es at American Airlines Federal
Credit Union. “It costs money to
run a financial institution.”

But that doesn’t mean you have
to be the one to pay the fees.

Simply put, poorer customers
cost banks money. If a customer
doesn’t keep much money deposit-
ed in a bank but demands a lot of
services, a bank loses money.

In 2001, the average consumer
who couldn’t afford to meet mini-
mum balance requirements on a

avoid them.

As with many businesses, the
more you buy, the more discounts
you get. If you have fewer ac-
counts at your bank, you can ex-
pect to have less flexibility with
fees.

L1}

It’s very difficult to find an ac-
count that is completely fee-free.

Banks and credit unions offer
no-frills, no-interest checking ac-
counts, but there always seems to
be some sort of catch.

“Everyone advertises free
checking, but there’s not a fee un-
less you do something wrong,”
said John Sutton, vice president
of branch operations for Credit
Union of Texas. “Plus, if you
want checks for your checking ac-
count, you are going to have to
pay for them.”

Also, having just one account
doesn't necessarily give you privi-
leges of other bank services. An

WEDNESDAY'S MARKET SUMMARY
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YD 52wk

additional fee may be charged for
products such as overdraft protec-
tion and online bill paying.

Why the charge: The account
may be free to the customer, but
the bank still has to pay transac-
tion costs.

The cost: Free, if you keep your
account in good standing. If you
want to write checks, you are
going to have to buy them.

How to avoid them: There are
many companies out there that
provide and print checks for less
than what you pay if you ordered
them through your bank. Or you
can try to only use debit cards
and online bill paying.

LL L
If you need cash and use anoth-
er bank’s ATM, you are going to
be assessed an out-of-network

In 2002, 69 percent of the na-
tion’s banks charged fees for non-

the delivery of your cash where
you are, when you need it — 24
hours a day. seven days a week.

The cost: Plan on paying $1 to
$2 to the bank that owns the
ATM, plus anywhere from $1 to
$3 to your bank.

How to avoid them: Use your
own bank’s ATMs or those owned
by institutions that do not charge
fees to noncustomers. And if you
frequently use another bank’s
ATM, consider making larger
withdrawals so that you incur
fewer ATM access fees.

LL L

If an account balance has
slipped below the minimum your
bank requires, you may incur a
single monthly fee.

If you have money in multiple
accounts or do some other busi-
ness with them, such as an auto
or home loan, ask whether the bal-
ances can be combined to meet

bank customer
cording to the Federal Reserve
About 10 percent of banks and
savings associations charged an
annual fee, which averaged near-
ly $12 for ATM services.

“If you're going out on a Friday
night, you have to make sure you
don’t use the ATM at the bar, be-
cause it’s going to cost you some-
thing like $6,” said Jim Tehan of
Mvve<la. a consumer education

& T hose that want convenience
will pay for it.

Why the charge: When you pay
an access fee, you are paying for
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“Each bank is going to offer
many  different  programs,
Tehan said. “If one doesn’t work
for you, you just need to shop
around.”

Why the charge: The account
may be free to the customer, but
the bank still has to pay transac-
tion costs.

The cost: Ranges from a couple
of dollars on up, depending on the
type of account and whether it ac-
crues interest.

How to avoid them: Maintain
the balance.

L]

You thought you had enough
money in your checking account
when you withdrew money from
the ATM, but you didn’t.

As a courtesy, the bank proba-
bly will cover the expense. How-
ever, it'll cost you.

Why the charge: The bank is
paying for and fixing your mis-

The cost: In 2002, the average
overdraft and insufficient-funds
fee at Texas banks were both a lit-
tle more than $22 each. An addi-
tional fee may be charged for
every day your account is over-
drawn.

How to avoid them: If you occa-
sionally bounce checks, resolve to
keep a cushion in your account.
Start by leaving $200 in your ac-
count and pretending it's not
there. Don’t think you can afford
the $200? If youre the average
bank customer, you probably
paid more than that in fees last

Another option is to sign up for
overdraft protection (sometimes
it's free). And don’t count on a lag
time between the time you write
a check and it hits your bank.
With technological and regulato-
ry changes, that time is disappear-
ing.

UL L)

re banks are using the Inter-
net to offer products and services
or otherwise enhance
tions with (x)nsumers. Unlike a
bank branch, online banking sites
never close. They’re available 24
hours a day, seven days a week,
dnd they re only a mouse click

N tine bill pay can be very
convenient with certain ac-
counts,” said Consumer Action
spokeswoman Linda Sherry. “If
you’re comfortable with the tech-
nology, it can be very cost-effec-
tive.”

Why the charge: Most banks
pass on a provider and conve-
nience fee to their customers.

The cost: If not free, average
monthly costs range from $5 to
$6.

How to avoid them: Find a
bank that doesn’t charge.

Money tip of the day

'Cénts and Sensibility

MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Americans
spent an estimated $20 billion
on gift cards during the 2004 hol-
iday season, reports the Interna-
tional Council of Shopping Cen-
ters.

Most people begin redeeming
their gift cards soon after the hol-
idays, but many wait until that
ideal purchase comes along. If
yowve still got holiday gift
cards, now’s the time to use
them — before the assorted hid-
den fees kick in.

Did you know that a $50 gift
card might no longer be at full
value, even though you haven’t
spent a dime? Here are some of
the little-known, yet common
glﬁ card pnfalls
fees.

30-year bond 6
Sources: The ASSociated ress, Bak £

A Sl percentage of your re-
maining balance will be deduct-
ed every month after the card

Best time to use gift cards

isn’t used within a set period of
time.

W Expiration dates. Some are
as short as a year.

W Dormancy fees. These kick
in if the card isn’t used within a
set period of time — usually be-
tween six months and a year.
The fee can be as high a $2 per
month.

W Limits on cash back. If you
redeem your gift certificate for
merchandise valued at less than
the gift certificate’s value, you
may get cash back for the re-
mainder. Other gift cards don’t
offer cash back, even if the re-
mainder is a few penni

If you're not sure what restric-
tions are on your gift card, there
are two ways to check. Many gift
cards include rules and restric-
tions in fine print either on the
card or its packaging. Or you
might call or visit the store and
ask a company representative
for the details.
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Man gunned down

SACRAMENTO — A

23-year-old man was
gunned down in broad day-
light while sitting in his car
at a busy intersection Sun-
day in what a sheriffs
spokesman called an “execu-
tion.”

Sacramento  County
sheriff’s  investigators
are looking for possible
links to several re-
cent  gang-related
shootings, Sgt. R.L. Davis said.

Authorities said two men got out
of a silver 1997 Toyota Camry,
went around a bus filled with 16
children from a church and fired
up to 18 rounds into Pra Vang’s
car.

Witnesses told authorities the as-
sailants, described as Asian men
wearing red and black clothing,
fled in the Toyota, which was carry-
ing two other passengers.

Vang died at the scene, Davis
said. No one else was injured, and
no other vehicle was hit, Davis
said.

Coffee Pot dilemma

BEDFORD — The owners

of a coffeepot-shaped lun-
cheonette are hoping someone
perks up and figures out a new use
for the historic structure.

About a 18 months ago, a former
owner donated the 1927-era
Koontz Coffee Pot to the Bedford
County Fair Board. The board
moved the notable building to the
front entrance of its fairgrounds
and spent thousands of dollars to
renovate it.

But now, the board isn't sure
what to do with it.

“We're just letting it be known
that if people have

ROUNDUP

month for Whitaker,
Free School and Ster-
ling creeks, as well as
their tributaries on the
Severn’s northwest
branch. On the Severn’s
southwest branch, Wil-
U letts Creek, Rowes Creek,
Holly Bush Creek and
Lheir tributaries were also
made off-limits to shellfish
harvesting.
Recent water samples from
those tributaries showed ex-
cessive levels —of fecal
coliform, and eating shellfish
from the waterways could lead to
illness, state officials said.
ommerci; fishermen don’t
work on 'hose tributaries. But Tim

student as they waited for their par-
ents to pick them up from an
after-hours school event last
March.

Jason C. Gonzalez pleaded guilty
Tuesday to stabbing 15-year-old Li-
anna Nicole Olmeda 15 times out-
side Pharr-San Juan-Alamo North
High School after a drama competi-
tion on March 29, 2004.

Gonzalez was to stand trial for
Olmeda’s death, but because of his
guilty plea, a jury will determine
Gonzalez’s punishment. The jury
will hear testimony from police of-
ficers, teachers, witnesses and fam-
ily members.

Gonzalez is being tried as a
minor because he was 16 at the
time of the murder.

Prosecuting Assistant District
Attorney Juan Villescas asked ju-
rors to give Gonzalez the maxi-
mum of 40 years in prison.

Defense attorney Eddy Trevino
told jurors Gonzalez suffered men-
tal problems since age 12, includ-
ing attention deﬁcn hyperacmve
disorder and After the

we’re open to them,” said board
president John Holbert.

Until 2003, the Coffee Pot sat on
U.S. Route 30 — one of America’s
first highways, also known as the
Lincoln Highway. Bert Koontz, a
local businessman, built the struc-
ture as a novelty luncheonette de-
signed to draw customers to the
service station next door.

Some have suggested using it for
ahot dog stand, a retail shop or an
art galle:

Olga Herben the director of the
meoln H]ghway Heritage Corri-

lor, e Coffee Pot would be
a great place to sell coffee cups
and coffee beans.

Fleet converting fuel

N CHATTANOOGA — All die-
sel  vehicles in the
city-owned fleet will begin using
biodiesel next week in an effort to
improve air quality. Regular diesel
fuel is mixed with animal fats and
vegetable oils to produce biodiesel.
State officials already agreed to re-
duce interstate highway speed lim-
its in Hamilton County to lessen
pollutants from diesel engines.

Pella opening new plant

MACOMB — Pella Corp., an

Iowa-based window and
door maker, said it will build a
‘manufacturing plant in Macomb,
creating 480 jobs. Up to $7 million
in state grants and tax incentives
will  help  launch  the
275,000-square-foot factory that’s
scheduled to open in March 2006.
Pella will produce a new line of his-
toric-looking windows at the plant.

Student guilty of murder

EDINBURG A
17-year-old has pleaded
guilty to stabbmg to death a fellow

slaymg, Gonzalez was dlagnosed

eld director of the
Vlrgmla lesmn of Shellfish Sani-
tation’s Norfolk office, said home-
owners on the affected waterways
had been advised not to harvest
and eat shellfish.

Some people might have piers or
docks in the creeks and use traps
to grow oysters, he said.

The condemnations follow a Di-
vision of Shellfish Sanitation sur-
vey of 906 properties in the Severn
watershed from February 2004 to
April 2005 that identified 82 poten-
tial sources of pollutants.

The sources include livestock
with direct access to creeks and
ditches, homeowners with septic
systems leaking effluent and wash-
ing machines that drain directly
onto the ground or into ditches.

Bill would ban trap

PROVIDENCE — Legisla-

tion has been introduced
that would ban a type of animal
trap in Rhode Island.

Currently,  the leghold,
steel-jawed trap can be used in the
state, with a permit from the state
Department of Environmental

hlgh functioning form of autism.

Shellfish harvest ban on

GLOUCESTER — A state
ban on shellfish harvesting
from six tributaries of the Severn
River was set to begin Tuesday, fol-
lowing the discovery of high levels
of bactena from human or animal

wa
The state ordered the ban last

Back to best friends

Spc. Amy Egbert of Grand Forks,
N.D., and the 141st Engineer
Combat Battalion, is reunited with
her dog, Angel, at Hector
International Airport in Fargo, N.D.
Egbert and her hushand, Sgt.
Dallas Egbert, both returned to
North Dakota after serving in Iraq.

e animal rights
group Defenders of Animals wants
to ban the traps, saying they maim
pets and other animals, and could
be dangerous to small children.
Similar traps have been banned
in 90 countries, according to the

group.

‘The bill was introduced by Rep.
Joseph Trillo, of Warwick, on De-
fenders of Animals’ behalf.

No BO in the library!

SANTA BARBARA

County officials say people
with body odor aren’t welcome as
library users. That means people
who smell bad, including many
homeless, can be denied service.
Library Director Brian Reynolds
said librarians will use their discre-
tion.

Bill benefits vets

CHEYENNE — Gov. Dave
Freudenthal signed a bill
that will make it easier for veter-
ans to obtain an $800 break on
their property taxes. The previous
law contained a list of wars and
had to be updated after each con-
flict involving the U.S. military.
e new law streamlines the pro-
cess so that veterans are automati-
cally eligible.

Officials using blogs
MINNEAPOLIS — Some
elected and appointed offi-

cials are using Web logs to keep
their constituents in the loop. The
bloggers' topics range from rede-
velopment efforts to where a city
manager was going on a winter get-
away. Scott Neal, Eden Prairie city
manager, says it’s a way to reduce
the disconnect between local gov-
ernment and its citizens.

Ten-year-old Allie Billiot plays on a tire
swing in Bayou Black, La.

Out for a swing

I}
; ; Nick Sainato, of Morris Township,
Big man in the yard N5 e e nose on s

large snowman. Sainato and three friends built the 15-foot-plus snowman
on Sainato’s front yard.
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Careful, they’ll all want some

Alvin Spanske, 10, feeds a bii
during a visit to the park with his grandparents.

on Detroit’s Belle Isle

While walking his two miniat
Happy schnauzer (6. ons te norh shore of

Flathead Lake, Dave Handy watches one of the canines playfully leap into
the air in Somers, Mont.

Small, but sil in front

Bad collision

Wayne County, Ind., sheriff's
deputies investigate a fatal crash
between a car and train near
Hagerstown. The driver of the car,
according to eyewitness reports,
went around the crossing gates and
was pushed several hundred feet.

Andrew Orbin leads bigger farm tractors down old U.S. 231 on
their way to McCutcheon High School near Lafayette, Ind. The
students from McCutcheon drove their tractors to the school for National FFA Week.

Museum may get boost

CHARLESTON — A

long-delayed black history
museum could get a much-needed
boost this week if the City Council
approves spending $250,000 to
launch a national fund-raising cam-
paign. The museum was first sug-
gested by Mayor Joseph P. Riley
Jr. five years ago. The original $37
million price tag has increased to
an estimated $50 million, organiz-
ers say.

Court cashes in

PHILADELPHIA — A

3-year-old program that al-
lows police to impound the cars of
traffic scofflaws has helped turn a
once financially strapped court
into a cash cow.

President Judge Francis E.
Kelly of the Philadelphia Traffic
Court said not enough money was
coming in to cover the court’s ex-
penses in 1990, with $56 million
owed and more than 174,000 arrest
warrants unserved.

Last year, the court collected
$23.1 million, nearly five times its
$4.8 million budget. Court officials
expect to collect even more money
this year.

Law enforcement efforts were
beefed up, but authorities credit
2002s Live Stop program for
much of the turnaround. Under the
program, police are allowed to
seize cars stopped for traffic viola-
tions if the vehicle is unregistered
or uninsured, or if the driver is not
properly licensed.

The program has resulted in the
impounding of 75,000 vehicles.

Last year, 27,000 vehicles were
seized and nearly 15,000 released
after the owners settled their out-
standing tickets.

About 45 percent of the fines col-
lected at the court go to the city, 55
percent to the state.

Nickel bingo now 0K

KLAMATH FALLS — The

folks who play bingo at the
Klamath Basin Senior Citizen Cen-
ter are no longer outlaws.

Five months ago, the Depart-
ment of Justice contacted officials
at the senior center after getting a
complaint that bingo games were
being played for cash.

Nickels, to be exact.

The senior center has a gam-
bling license for the higher-stakes
bingo program. But the Golden
Age Club, which has about 200
members, is separate from the se-
nior center and has never had a
gaming license for its nickel-bingo
operation.

The Klamath County Board of
Commissioners last week amend-
ed the county’s social gaming ordi-
nance to include bingo, to the relief
of the seniors who learned they’ve
been playing an illegal game for
the last two decades.

“Have fun with your bingo with-
out the bureaucracy,” Commission-
er Bill Brown told an audience of
about 20 seniors who came to sup-
port changing the rule.

Students clean up
ANN ARBOR — Some Uni-
versity of Michigan stu-
dents are cleaning up — in more
ways than one.
They're getting cash payments

for keeping their dormitory rooms
presentable and available for tours
by prospective students and their
parents.

Eighteen students in nine resi-
dence halls are participating in the
Michigan Campus Day tour pro-
gram, according to Randi Johnson,
the university’s housing outreach
coordinator.

‘The rules for Campus Day partic-
ipants technically don’t require a
clean room. Participants do, how-
ever, have to be dressed and out of
bed if they are home, and must let
tour groups see their room from 11
am. to 1:30 pm. on Mondays,
Thursdays and Fridays.

Displays of anything illegal, of-
fensive or banned — like hot plates
— are forbidden.

Sophomores Aaron Bennick and
Eric Romain are receiving $100
each this semester to participate.

Their room impressed Clark
Iverson, 44, of Royal Oak, who was
on the Friday tour with his
18-year-old son, Geoffrey, a high
school senior who has been admit-
ted to Michigan.

“It’s cleaner than a 15-year-old’s
room,” Clark Iverson said.

Banks hit by forgers

HIGH POINT — A group

of forgers who bilked two
High Point banks out of nearly
$125,000 on one day last month is.
suspected in similar schemes that
cost area banks more than
$250,000 since December. Police
say surveillance footage showed as
many as 40 to 50 people cashed
counterfeit payroll checks doc-
tored to resemble those from a
local business. The scenario has
been reported in recent months at
three banks in Thomasville and
Davidson County.

Developer settles debts

PROVIDENCE — The devel-
r who wants to buy the
Westin Hotel in Providence will
pay $6.5 million to the state to set-
tle debts left from the 1990s bank-
ing crisis. The deal with James Pro-
caccianti was approved by a state
committee. Both sides said the set-
tlement is unrelated to the Procac-
cianti Group’s $95.5 million high
bid for the Westin.

County goes after city

DETROIT — Wayne Coun-

ty officials want Hamtram-
ck to refund nearly $4 million in
overpayments, a burden the strug-
gling city says it can’t afford. The
county says it overpaid Hamtram-
ck for 15 years as part of an agree-
‘ment that compensates the city for
revenue lost in connection with the
county jail. The error was discov-
ered after the county’s longtime ac-
counting director retired.

Trust land package sinks

PHOENIX — Efforts to
hammer out a package of
state trust land changes to benefit
education funding, preservation of
open space and planned develop-
‘ment have foundered at the Legis-
lature, officials said. Arizona has
9.3 million acres of trust land,
awarded by the federal govern-
ment at statehood. It must be used
to benefit public schools and insti-
tutions.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Vehicle article

As I read the Feb. 15 article “Protect-
ing U.S. troops, convoys with armor,” I
was surprised at how skewed the percep-
tion of vehicle armoring is.

The article claims that only 1 out of 4
vehicles has “hillbilly armor.” I suppose
this is possible if you count Abrams and
Bradleys, but that is deceiving. The ques-
tion is: Of the vehicles that were original-
ly unarmored, how many now have facto-
ry-manufactured armor kits and how
many are “hillbilly” style?

As a convoy commander in the Sunni
Triangle for a year now, I saw that
maybe 1 out of 4 vehicles had f.A(,lU-
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add-on armor, leay
threos -quarters with “hillbilly armor.” " oF
my transportation company’s 75 vehi-
cles, only our 11 Humvees had factory
kits; that is 85 percent “hillbilly.”

Don’t get me wrong, that’s better than
when we got here, but a long way from
where the article claims.

The article also discusses how armor is
removed in Kuwait to be reused. In our
outprocessing, only our door panels were
salvageable, the rest was scrap. Why not
leave the trucks here? We just got them
right, after a year of trying.

The underlying issue is this: Army lead-
ership has failed to learn. Since World
War II, right through Vietnam, soldiers
have used “hillbilly armor.” There are
even Army field manuals that address
how to do it.

Yet, for all of this, we never realize that
there is a requirement for some level of
protection on all pieces of military equip-
ment.

It isn’t too hard to imagine that if you
g0 to war in a vehicle, someone might try
to blow it up or shoot you.

Yes, we are buying armor kits now, but
every vehicle needs to be designed with
this in mind. Will this generation of Army
leadership really learn from this experi-
ence and change things?

Capt. T.L. Sharratt

Forward Operating Base Speicher, Iraq

Dooneshury Flashbacks

ANOTHER THING THATS KiLL-
ING THE INDUSTRY, Mﬂﬂ( /5
17-OF -CONTROL.

MUSICOF WEFLHUREI(/ZL
BE MADE ON THE CHEAP!

Mallard Fillmore
ﬁws NET N,

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. Al letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:
U.S. Mail: International mail:
Readers’ Forum Stars and Stripes
Stars and Stripes 7-23-17 Roppongi
Unit 45002 Minato-ku

APO AP 96337-5002  Tokyo 106-0032

Via fax from ]apan 03-3408-8936;
DSN 229-3271

Via fax from outside Japan:
[Cw"z(?gmde +81] 3-3408-8936;

E-mail: letters@pstripes.osd.mil

Short-sighted on SGLI?

After reading the “short comment” about
the raise in the servicemembers’ death gra-
tuity and insurance payment plans (“Finan-
cial responsibility first,” letter, Feb. 15), T
‘wonder how many operate under the same
‘misconceptions.

Before woe is cried on the government’s
behalf, note that Servicemembers’ Group
Life Insurance is a group life insurance
plan. While all pay into it, only some are
paid. There is a substantial amount of
money making ever more money for the in-
surance company that beneficiaries will
never see. Note also that raising the service-
member’s benefit will not come without rais-
ing the servicemember’s premium.

The benefit, the letter writer concedes
with some chagrin, will not originate with
the government. It will come from the pock-
ets of every paying servicemember, just as
it does now.

On the heels of an otherwise-friendly re-
minder to educate one’s spouse of the death
benefit came a not-so-friendly assumption

that there are those for whom the death ben-

efit outweighs the death, and a misguided

belief about where that benefit comes from

in the first place. Pity, the comment wasn’t
as short as the sight.

Diana Hartman

Stuttgart, Germany

Remembering the ‘Alamo’

With day and night mortar incoming at-
tacks and a lot of action, the “Alamo” has
been home for American soldiers assigned
to train and advise the 303rd Iraqi National
Guard.

The Alamo is a small compound inside
Forward Operating Base Hawk, northwest
of Baghdad.

When Capt. Joseph Pace and the first non-
commissioned officers and soldiers of Head-
quarters and Headquarters Company 2-12
Cavalry — a total of 10 — arrived at this in-
stallation, there were no windows, doors,
electricity, showers, protection fence, din-
ing facility, furniture and other commodi-
ties.

It was more than one year ago and I was
part of it. We helped to install, repair and
fix. We had the strong determination from
the first day to defeat the enemy, defend
and always protect the Alamo.

Without a post exchange, Internet cafe,
gyms and entertainment, the Alamo was wit-
ness to the release of hundreds of prisoners
of Abu Ghraib prison. We also saw recruit-
‘ments of new police and Iraqi soldiers, inter-
national journalists, interpreters, rocket at-
tacks, assistance to casualties, and the im-
portant development of Iraqi soldiers who
learned and accomplished many missions.

To make proficient Iraqi soldiers who
were not well-equipped, who had language
barriers and who did not have an idea of
what the chain of command or Uniform
Code of Military Justice were, did not take a
week. Did we get awards or rewards for the
accomplished  job? None. Safety and
progress were more important.

We are now miles away from the Alamo.
Besides leaving it in secure hands, we know
that we did a very important mission and
contributed to the reconstruction of Iraq.

Staff Sgt. Walter Challapa
Camp Victory, Kuwait

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Horoscope

The mood of this Venus transit
into Pisces is best summed up in the
words of the David Gray song “Baby-
lon”: “Let go your heart/Let
9o your head/And feel it
now.” Love is more than an
eemotion, action or word. It's
a state of being that is best
left unanalyzed, as some-
thing is always lost in the
translation. Instead of
“doing’ love, try “being”
love.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 26). The sky is
your limit this year. With so
many options, your main
challenge is to focus your energy in
one direction. If you can do that,
you're unstoppable. A new work
environment is featured in March.
Romantic likes and dislikes change,
allowing you to find love where you
weren't finding it before. Love with a
Scorpio or Libra is a thrill

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Declarations of love and other prom-
ises are featured. You're skeptical of
this but can be swayed if offered a
litle proof. As the comedian Steven
Wright said, “All those who believe
in psychokinesis raise my hand.”

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Feeling a little dull? Leave a window
of opportunity open for the love affair
between you and yourself o rekin-
dle. A Gemini or Aries helps find
'something fabulous and new about
you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You've got attitude in overdrive.
Friends would be jealous if they
weren't so grateful to be part of your
story. Continue to make it up as you
go— it's working for you now.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Energy, vitality and sexiness can be
yours now if you're willing to give up
your role as the authority. Snap
judgments you make about others
will hurt you more than any judg-
ments they could make of you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). There's
acomer of your world always on the
verge of blowing up into a big

4

Holiday

drama. Park your lawn chair, meta-
phorically of course, and watch the
volcano action. When you think it's
over, it's just beginning.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You're a fearless dreamer, a provo-
cateur and a rocker of
boats. You're not saying
things for shock value or
doing things to upset the
status quo, but you have
that effect anyhow.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). An excited
buzz centers on you.
You're an important part
of breaking news. The
reaction you get makes
you feel like a celebrity —
at least a temporary one.
Of course, there really is no other
kind.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Look for breathtaking beauty. It's out
there waiting to be found. When
you're on a quest, you're so appeal-
ing that you'll attract positive atten-
tion. It's wonderful to get credit for
just being you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). A paradox: If there’s one thing
you're serious about, it's lightening
things up. You're good at games —
playing them and inventing them. Do
be careful when there are hearts
hanging in the balance.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). New projects get off to a sensa-
tional start, but you know better than
anyone that finishing is what counts.
Be the one who makes sure that
everyone else is doing the job they
say they'll do. This requires list
making.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Yourre the happy cruise director,
pointing your people to the social hot
spots, laying out the next fun activity,
and making sure a good time is had
by all. You're quite successful to this
end.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You're not like anyone — and that's
clear in the way things go down
today. There's no need to feel inse-
cure, and there’s really no reason to
conform. Sometimes, mounting
tension is a positive thing.

Mathis

Creators Syndicate
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Garfield
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Across Down 25 Coffee-shop

1 Hot tub 1 Theatergoer's vessel

4 Got a hole-in-one souvenir 26 Pack away

8 Cantina order 2 Jab 27 Darjeeling, e.g.

12 Anderson’s 3 Neighborhood 28 Existed
“High —" 4 Motionless 29 Away

13 From one end to 5 Bracelet 31 Supermarket
tother attachment fixture

32 Dalton portrayal
34 Puncturing tool
35 Capybara or vole

14 Sportswear brand
15 Guitar's cousin

6 Clapton or Idle
7 Unimaginative

16 Bar one

17 Miss Gulch’s 8 Tennessee 36 English county
prey footballer 37 Doctrine

18 Sitcom boy 9 Black Sea gulf 38 Basilica

21 Doctrine 10 Pigeon coop benches

22 — Arbor, 11 Bloodhound’s 39 Condominium,
Michigan clue eg.

23 Gall 19 Passport 40 Gruesome

26 Work unit endorsement 41 Bulldogs’ alma

27 Turtledove tally 20 Chang’s closest mater

30 Emanation kin 42 From the

31 Craze 23 Upper limit beginning

32 Suitor 24 Be contrite 43 Actress Sorvino

33 Corral 44 Agile

34 Museum stuff

35 Friars’ tribute

36 Ram's ma'am

37 Opposed

38 Sitcom boy

45 Slaughter of
baseball

46 “Titanic” cast
member

47 “—[Tuck"

48 Telegram

49 Carolina
college

50 Blunder

51 Charon's course

52 Broadway

Answer to Previous Puzzle

version of

“La Boheme”

53 Method

2-26 CRYPTOQUIP
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: TO SOME WAGGISH
PEOPLE, PRESS CENSORSHIP MIGHT BE
DESCRIBED AS WRITER’S CLAMP.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals R
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Find a good man where good men go

Dear Abby: 1ama
27-year-old woman who would
like to meet and date a man who
respects women.

Two years ago, my husband
and I were divorced. Since then
‘my dating experiences have
been disappointing.

My friends and ac-
quaintances all say that
meeting men in a bar is
not a good way to find
someone with whom I
could be happy. I agree,
because most of the men
I have met in bars never
call after the first date.
They are unemployed,
recently separated, or
drop me after a few dates
when I won't have sex.

T have contacted local parishes
to find out about weekend re-
treats and charity functions, but
dating men I met there didn’t
bring any better results.

1 don’t understand why dating
is such a problem. I'm blonde,
attractive and friendly. I work

Dear Abby

and attend college full time. T am
ambitious, a voracious reader
and can carry on an intelligent
conversation.

Most men I've encountered
seem happy to live at home with
their parents and don’t want to

start a family of their

own.

T'm looking for some-
one who would take me
to dinner and a movie
and treat me like a
lady. I don’t mind stay-
ing home and watching
movies sometimes, but
men today apparently
want only casual sex —
not relationships.

Unlike my girl-
friends who are satis-
fied with bar-hopping
every weekend for male compan-
ionship, I want to share my life
with someone and have a family.
’m not asking for an instant
marriage proposal, but T would
like a i relati

— Discouraged in Pittsburgh
Dear Discouraged: At the risk
of sounding like a broken record,
decent people can be found
where decent people gather.
Volunteer your services at a
library, a hospital, the mental
health society, or anyplace that
could use a helping hand. Join
clubs focused on activities you
enjoy such as hiking, reading,
golfing, fishing, etc. Take square
dance, ballroom, folk or line
dance classes. Go to museum:

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
QUM L E by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

VEGIN

Thare et get
thoy are m,;’f
7
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art exhibits and concerts. Join
the chamber of commerce and
attend its mixers; join a profes-
sional club, a gym or the YMCA.
Volunteer at a political cam-
paign headquarters. The more
people who know you're interest-
ed in meeting someone, the great-
er your chances will be of finding
Mr. Right.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

Have you any suggestions?

Universal Press Syndicate

Online proposal not a fairy tale

Dear Annie: rvebeen fpnie’s Mailbox

dating “Tommy” for a
little over a year, and he’s
just popped “The Ques-
tion.” I've known for
‘months that he was going
to propose, because he
began talking about kids
and our own place and
our future. I am in love
with this man, and I want
to say yes, but here’s the
problem: We communi-
cate a lot via MSN Mes-
senger, and that’s how he asked
‘me. The technological age takes
all the romance out of love.

Timagined a dozen other pro-
posal scenarios, none of which
involved the Internet. Each one
included Tommy down on one
knee with a ring.

Now I'm not sure how to re-
spond. I told two of my friends
about the proposal. One wanted to
tell him off; the other said 'm
making too much of it and should
respond the way my heart feels.

I don’t need some elaborate
scheme. I just want a sweet,
down-on-one-knee-with-a-ring
proposal.

— Bride in Need

Dear Bride: Tommy
loves you, and you love
him. It's time to com-
municate better. Other-
wise you will be disap-
pointed constantly,
since he will have no
idea what you want.

We think Tommy
proposed in this fash-
ion because he wasn’t
sure he could work up
the courage to do it in
person. Reply, saying you will
give him your answer when you
can gaze romantically into his
eyes. If you really need him to
appear with a ring, you can add,
“I can’t wait to see the ring,”
although we're pretty certain he
doesn’t have one yet. We say, if
you want to marry the guy, you
should accept the proposal,
regardless of how it's made. The
rest is just window-dressing.

Dear Annie: 1 read the letter
from “Afraid in Florida,” the
mom who worried about her
15-year-old son, “Mark,” who

dresses like a freak.

T'm a young woman who con-
stantly receives cat-calls of
“Hey, it’s not Halloween!” and
“Where's the funeral?” I com-
mend Mark for having the cour-
age to dress how he chooses.
Even more, I applaud his mother
for accepting his choices.

owever, she shouldn’t worry
s0 much about her son being
beaten up or not getting a job.
From personal experience, I can
tell her he probably receives
little more than ridiculous com-
ments from people too shallow to
focus on the great person he is,
and who see only his outward
appearance. Since he’s lucky
enough to have good famil
support, those little barbs will do
nothing but make him stronger.
— The Voice of Experience
in Michigan

Dear Voice: Thanks for your
words of encouragement.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, STT7 W. Century BIvd. Suite 700,
Los Angeles, C;

Sreators syndicate
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Now arrange the circled letters to
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(Answers Monday)
Jumbles: TARDY ANKLE SEETHE  DEVICE
Answer:  How the steamy soap opera star left the
fans — IN A “LATHER"
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Furniture 510

Okinawa - Very nice bamboo
bar wih 5 oak Sioos. Had

46-4869hm, 634-1174wrk
Jokota - Beroom o

ose
wood,
g Sl Eed i ashose. 3
droseers, 2 nighsiands,
$2570 now. asking $4.000.

Home Electronics 570

Kadena, Okinawa - PS2,
Remotes, 23 PS2 Games,
Memen carcs. it Tap AH
for $500.00 OBO.
Wike o Koty s sza S e
ma il at
Mikevc123@agl com it
interested!

5| Kadena, Okinawa - Ps2 for sale

Kadena,

vin 3 coniclors . 3 morrry
ail oVD

oot $12550, o have &

i | games for sale $10.00 a. Call

Vokols‘ Japan - Brand new
wood nerament ceer, 25

Sambled, fis 38 inch TV, Icts

Sorage ipace, 5225 OBO. can

~Sony Mini

o't hasa.

Yofota, Japan - Luing Room cet

 Couh and Lovseat, b

Gy i B, e

sirpes, Lazy Boy recinor, snhd

burgundy, ams open fo

200 Wi lowmih sposd mas:

£800 "contol and_cup hower,
0 OBO. Cal 227-4600.

 Sold Wood Entor

Household tems 560

Avase, Okinawa - Set of 48
drinking glasses, 4 different
sizes enazvod wi h lter P
Al for Call Dennis
08009617

Courney, Ofinava - -pece
Brass base  wih
m. 2en

BO for set. Call 622.6876 or

pere & inomalon o call
6530878,

Sagaminara,

Vega sped wsaksr; 8 suns ook

sou pair for $150,
Somy (L B

s1z0,Cal Siove

ter 5 pm. or

7-626
s mestage
Yota, dapan - Sony 52.ch
$1.500 ao oao can i :ugA

Zzama
556580 it sl Monday

right. PCSing on Tuesday. Ca
for info. 046-253-6949

Jewelry 610

Kadena, Okinawa - Show yo
gl vou ve et By

et B 101 cored

Tmarause 05carat dimon

color SI (1) Clarly, in white gold

and. et S2560. sf\hnq for

ornlomaton

|

couk-eandluckyo?ﬁyahoo com

or call 633-7488,

net for icture
Courtney, Okinawa_-_Tomm,

y

Hibger ‘beddng " Tuin “sie
Pilow Bed

90,

E) lm 5125* G el 1

Foster, Oinawa - Clock Aniaue

¥ for couch tan in co\
st band new, Bl f X
and decaed 1o make
e newt day asking 40 ca
546.5515 loave a message

Okinawa - Plalzgraft stoneware
dinerset 50+ pc. Serves B,
classic_American _earttones,
merouaveloven safo porcet ot
dinner partes or famly m
Set Inludes abetop se“ms‘
saltpepper, napkin holder,
ovoem for S50 0s6. Gl
0682

—
Home Electronics 570

670

Kadena, Okinawa_ - LO
e, S Caners S
Uiside. KAB

colcs nail

ora, we
New baby on the
 desperately need

amera back‘ Jease call So-

mantha o Jim 6332789,

Kadena - REWARD Lost

simmons3@yahoo.com

4
Jobs Offered 630

Jobs Offered 630

Pets 820

Are you interested in supporting

nilitary history m;i JIM

sk ieading ahont it?
|

STt Siipa W A ETencmaN newspaper, Tasthe
pinnacle of a military’s career. A tour with us can help you
move up in your military career and prepare you for your
career after the military. Contact your detailer for information
on how you can be a part of the muhrurys best news

Kadona, Oknawa - 6 moni old
a

‘mandyandiywone @yahoo.com
Kadena, Okinawa - FREE TO A
GOOD HOME. 1 year old
fomale Okinawan cat'She has
ail of her shofs and she has

El
im
T

s Sabrina and she /s a great lap

Sporting Goods 980

Foster, Oinava - Now Balance

Wonars g snesor

new ai

B0 e
Heather at 6458807,

Fostr, Oknawa - Ping 29 2

rons g Dot wit argnal 42

siea Maiching serial

oo sxoeel o100 wesee

2 ron hrough Lo 250

0 et 0
Sraanjou@hotmaicom

Foster, Okinawa - PMI premium
painiali. 2000-count box only

e S
B i e
Yhsimatoon | 548,82 omail

Kadena, Okinawa - FTGH loving
Jyear od"mal whie cel wih
brown onihs old female
e e one blue, one
with golden eye both UTD

bSase Sioped 8 face wm
Spay femalo. Greal with kids &

meadows @ hotmal com

Kadena, Okinawa - Guinea pigs.
fomales, friendly and fun.

Foster, Okinawa - Six_brand
o white Sieel 120 wih DIN
Valeg end oot $33000 e

e al six. Cal
Si5.6143(w), 836-9004(1) or
amalonorodGyauocon_

Kadena, C

10 dss.
Loy sve oo i NTROX. |
dont have me 0 v anymare

provider or email Lt Col Todd at ! osd.mil
Stars and Stripes is a DOD field activity of the omce of
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs.

Openings include

Journalist
1USMC Tokyo  (Immediate Vacancy)
1USMC  Germany (Immediate Vacancy)
TUSN  Tokyo  (Immediate Vacancy)
TUSN  Tokyo  Photo Journalist (SEP 05)
VUSAE JP/GE  [Forre biller aveiloble soon]
TUSA  JP/GE  (Future billet available soon)

Reservists:

All branches S&S bureaus (Immediate Vacancy)

Civilian Opportunities
http://www.stripes.com/jobs.htm|

Your Homefown Newspaper

STARSW#STRIPES.

wwwstripes.com

Complete list and details.

Lester - Free lovable rabbit

{ako e of e cuiay b
Call 6117 Hory st Galler

Kadena, Okinawa - Pro-Form
970 cross trainer bike in great

o
condilon. Used a fow times bul
o oo

‘v the room for . Sells

at Bl 295 but asking only

$160. Ploaso cal Tom orlz &
Leave message if not

Photography 830

Fostor, Oknawa - Olympus
G2100 ultia zoom 10x” z00m

lens, stabiized. Case, batteries | chaset
and for

Ghargar, manbals, cabios
and over 300 Megs. of Smart
Vega cass. " s3000, Cal
6454 emai
msyevsaoas\s mediatint

inderwater _Digital

Eomera St Sony BSG+1 i

Sometr hlng, Cames wih

Fiash does not

fre b m.x can f at Sony or $100.

all 6464369 of
Bosasrross

[
Yoema forem rpon G
R Ryl
el
e

Kadena, Okinawa - Schwinn
Airdyne exercise bike
function=detai&id=5 in great
condiien. WSRP s $64s, pur
Tt S50% sk
Toom o baby. Call o8
633-7735  or emall

Miscellaneous 1040

Atsugi- Leam to Speak Japa:
hese © GD sel. Brand New. Paid
5000 asking 25,00 omai: apr
mahon Gpac dodea

Foster - Garmin

096-6861-7332.

Foster - Nautius Asrobi cycle
AR500” $15000, GR.DVL91S
igial ideo camera ~ (VC)
§725, lomalgrosags s small
&10. Former John
et sl 37300
09068567570

Foster, Okinawa - Brand
., ovm Louis vution ook
wallot
S e porse -s :sa Y alor
for $20. 'Call 6464374 or
Gl silygomeyanoocom

Foster. Okinawa - Kenwood 400
dise DVDICD chang
sivescan, compuer, interlace
for s Temete and manuals
Cal 6454277, of
@oasis. mediattl
et for more informaion

Kadena, Okinawa - | have 2
vy i oulor pmis ox
sale.

They have. wealhered many o!
kinawa's bes!

o o % Yoo e ading
520 for each. Cal 683-1513 if
interested

Kedena Okinave - seiing
brand riew ned Lord
or he Rings Retu of e King

Specl extonced edion OVO
52000 Call 633-3601 or email

Kadena, Okinawa - Sherood
Ouiback BS, Sherwood Regule,
for win“Socond Siago “and
Compass, nclus” Wetsite,
umnym e e,

muct way

Gxiras o Tsi here. Al gear In

excellent condilion. Take every:

i for $900.00 Call Scoft &
3 522

atmi

dena, Okinawa oLs
Delta 10-inch able_sawiextra
blada/ meta uto

$5000 Gallsa5 5486,

Kadena,  Okinawa sL
vave umer o sale Go o

tercraf info
Yo Goot af 53&0455 or
GScarb627 @hotmailcor

Movie
Merchandising 730

Kiser, Oinawa - YHS movies -
Over 150 1o choose  from

Chicrens. workout ‘scary, dra
ma, acton, sto. call 637-4386 or
fenngted@yahoocom for et

—
Musical Instruments 740

Kadera, Oinaw - Yemaha 6

Assistant Director for USAF Programs, Logistics and Training

Seeking a self starter with 10 years of greater USAF rotary

wing experience in ILS and training to lead companies logistics

and training program for a major USAF procurement. Position
located in Northern Virginia area.

Send or fax resume, salary requirements, and availability to:

Acreage for Sale 862 | i

by
owner(pmaxs sa\e) }.uxul\ous
location ot with

. Quner inancing
poss| ase email
Inbslazﬁhmmaﬂ ‘com for more
inform:

Homes/Condos - US868

LejeunelJacksonvile_home_fo

Kadena, Okinawa - Spalding
el sg1255 Aeryic Fusion
o Bas)

Because we are moving. Asking

o, saling or”$250, Vary
cheap

eps Hyo«‘wmﬂd ke !o Iakea
Oabands o712 o oavs & mos:
sago al 632-3105

2, Ofinawa -

Gazele Figoshle Gider n mit

ondtion. Sok] at BX for
Bl a1 for 5300, Piase call
Tomor iz af 633.0012 or amai

g nin St o B Lo M Malone Sl A e Taioms et
siom saris: Excalon amic e, o pace, o of
s Ofnaua - o1 1P Soy | Coftont .?11, Fome G0 2231 Crvstal Drive, Suite 1114 oo cor garion on 517 |
Excalent Condton ;215%5 ol e "mm o Arlington, VA 22202 b
or 090-6866-1174, MIKE (1 55 zmz/ Fax number: 703-243-0885 on
e | O
Fostor, Okinawa - Hilachi DVD -
Camera - House Unfurnished 878

0550 T ST 1 Jobs Offered £30_| Pets 820 | oxpava - American s noues
e P DS e -1 year od Black famal | oy 3 becroom, & path 3400
v it i acoessonss and | Foster, Okinav - George Q . - 2 - 1 yoar o

man, IndooriGuidoor . Gri E Iabracor i papers, G 1. | 0 . 68 Taubo, et neighbor:
TR0 1076 %% m o1 | Fo0. crea deat Now, mé?s! SQL Se’gﬂ’ ngineer e A1 m%a fnv«e s r,m; g:ﬁdAnaga?:nélpa;ngmafenn

call 646.4754 R vl and gocd wih Gl | 38000008 Gl i Dl

Foster, Okinawa - Play Station,
in great conditon with 2 memor
cards and 3 controlers,  all
connecting cords and extersion
cord for controllers. $75.00 Gall
6468535,

Kadena - Neo Geo Stand-up
Arcade. The arcade accepls
quarters. Comes with 16 games,
i Joysic and some label
gitciers ‘obo.  Call

Kadena, Qnana -

2, bes ofer Call St

Kadena, Okinawa - Bose Life-

Kadena Odrawa - ust Sel

o Boss. Goner Spasgr Sl
o or 8135 (o 3168, Gall
6332181

Kadena, Okinawa - GHAIN LINK
FENCE 300+ fast - All poles

ales.
Fas risted! $20000 and v
help you haul it out. All ap aro
there Gall Jackie @ 633-2504
ot e m a0l
acmaksauv@xnhmcnm
Kadena, Okinawa - Chain Link
Gato' " approsimate o oo of
fonee, tnsin rods fop i
Inground & grat

Wecows@oasis mediali.
Kadona, Ofinawa - Crarcoe
Sooks $73, Sotaue apod: 375,

lawn ‘swing; 80, riding. lawn
mower: $6%0, mnnn( for

Sl roess45 @hotma
Kadena, Ofinawa - Sot of e

35 Penk bl They wore §70
new and we ar aking $50

OBO. Call 633113 if
orest

dona,  Ofnava X80
Games: $5-$10 each Call Cari
Sa37a7 or emal Dhocanosss.
mediati.ne

Working condiion for $50°ar

Sl sdger for 30, Take bomn
for $75. Call 646.5117.

romn  ups.

dren and
ACS, a government contractor, Golars.622-5376 Seth

090-6787.5302.

is seeking a Senior SQL developer || coutney - FREE to toving

e
at Torii Station, Okinawa. A A
Full-time SOFA position for a g;?”,ﬂ}km%’:,;",ﬂvﬁﬁ e

5 year contract. Benefits include || sais i al shots. Poace cal
Health Insurance, Tuition

Toys %5

Gourtney, Okinawa - Solid wood

ides on fire truck from lakeshor-
eloarning.con 520 omail

inlhaliacace medatinel  or
call 6

Assistance, 401K. Foster - 9 month old JKC boxer

Please email HR@acs-gIobaI net || oy Do o bt docent
. 4550 oo- i sEdh |
emal

forpies

s - Englan But Do for
PCSSale 780 |PCSSale  THD | siei’th. e
) o e

Keena, Oknave - pC5 SALE — Sy e

S0 IRt 05 SIS | et Uhres g | 5

R e S 1510 ol Bt cout | K NS e o
% BRI ) 60 S B | K i
T bricss . an ”‘ g le Sl 0 Weisul $50. o | 845-6787 .~ Or - -mail

§
gz
5

Gourtney, Okinawa - Solid wood
roding hors o e Foster
it mai
!Wllﬁeas\s medatine " o1
call 622.542:

Foster, Okinawa - (2) Stand up

old fashioned Arcade games.
Koeps Kids and parents bus)
sking $200 each. For more inlo
call Lee at 6463532 or cel
090-6866-1174,

Kadena, Okinawa - FOR SALE

each

wen 633.0859 o e-mail
fosetie99_00@yahoo com

for $700, wets
ool a5 "o s | faet e handhe\d v &ew] i for
roselte9900@yahoo com photo's.

M
Kadena - PGS SALE everything | ler $15, Peniium-333 Gomputer | Kadena ; Amnaball
must goil Deske, fulon enter: | $100. 17+ manior 880, OVD- | Rose. ", adorabl, D,
tainment SO0 $50, umor gol set 535, | morh o bosgie mixee. Loves
Bicad for gk salo. Call 1o | 10¢12 dark blos capot 530 ai isds, people, and playng! She
prices and Uescrplons, Guen | 12X18 dark green carpel S40, a Yard 10 run around n
633.0859 o[ rean L P coent | Syt 4201 o emai
3ot 00@yahoo.com shape $40. Call 636-2106.

Okinava_- Poy
Yoo garbe” Take Wong
s Jeep fo
szsn bt mu o i qu
very clean and
o e 1t s sl
inside s weather
Gamaged it Asking $150, call
6331813 if nferested.

Kadena, Okinawa_ - Weider
Closabow iota home_gym -
Over" 65 axarcisal Approx. 1
year old: " $400 cal
530123

Lester, Oxinava - 32 Wet Sut
Sizes 14 - Turauoise wil Blac
Viom § iimes. $75 OBO Call
Comie” (W) 8992414 (W)
6437175

Oknawa - Patio bar and 3

751 Sall ‘s s6eb. lomve
msg. or ask for Kik or Keri

Okinawa - Sky perfect TV
satalite W/ recenver and remole

Japanese telephone line
$4000bo. . foster@gamma.ocn.
neip

Yokota, Japan - 30-gallon fish
tank witt top fiter, under-gravel
fier ‘system, e plants an

Hoga, ot 'of Sorage space:
S75, Chest freezer, small whie,
excellont condition, 5 months
old, $100. Cal 227-4600.

Yokota, Japan - Gif's 16-inch

& Wit aining yhoot, S10:
various uggage, $5 o 520
Cordiess et
G e, 810 wooden
folding_chairs, 5. Call
227-9469.

2

Yokota, Japan - Scanner/
faxicopier ncludos manual, $95;
Siva Schneider Sim DVDJkar
aoke machine with remote, $45
OBO; Sony Play station, $35
0BO. Call 227-2270.

Okinawa - | have 2 surfboards
for_sale.” Ripcur, 72, great
condion, il e 623

Blue and white Gesign. excelent
condiion il ncluce e
Sover.Asking $4000bo.  Bon
G et Shae, and  grem
deall Call Kirk 646-486%hm,
&5

Yokota, Japan - Wireless PS2
controllr_pair, $80;_computer
wih 2.4 GHZ/DVDICDRW burm-
er, $500; 201nch Panasonic TV,
6. cordess il $25; Spece
table set, =
S Sorases’ phonos, 13130
Ketmoad G5 enanger 500, Cal
2272425,

Yongsan - Goll clue, Tayer
Vage' Tp-Tou
Tho ow,_wit
Fins "o na. $57500" 61
B.O. Call 0116954503
Zama - Ladies goll clubs: AMF
Gomplel sel. now and same as
shops _for 5399,

S Sor"and pay” oy

—
Miscellaneous 1040

Atsugi - JP phone fine for sel

b
08050622540 or email
navy2one2@ hotmail.com

Standard Issue
Meets A
New Standard
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STRIPES RELOCATION GUIDE

MOVINGTO HAMPTON ROADS VA?
Langley AFB * Norfolk Naval Base
Yorktown * Norfolk ¥ Hampton
Newport News * Williamsburg * Suffolk

Denver-Auroru
Colorado Springs
Parker, Castle Rock, Monument, Larkspur
Colorado PCS Realty

FREE relocation kit, home sales
information. Check our web s

& VA loan
e for FREE,
available to

Barbara and Ken Kerwin
Abbitt Realty
1-800-721-5229
Us@2Kerwin.com
www.2Kerwin.com
www.WeSell[HamptonRoads.com

temporary, furnished lodgi
our home buying customers
Phil McMullen Broker-owner
Email: ColoradoPCS@aol.com

USA 1-800-274-0578

www.coloradopcs.com

\
TO COLORADO

VA Loan Limits Go Up

VA entitlements was recently raised to $359,650
That is with NO DOWN PAYMENT

As long as full eligibility is available. WAC Sheryl Doster
Please contact us at rick@lifetimelender.com

STARKEY K ¥ i ELLER

S NTCacE Or call 1-877-489-0709 for details WILLIAMS

Fort Bragg is. Pope AFB

wiw.fayettevilleopenhouse.com
1000’ of Homes for Sale

BUYER'S AGENT!

T work for you, not the seller.
new builds/existing homes/VA repos

1000’s of Homes for Rent
100 of Pictorial Tours

Free Internet Search Program

Mark Stampee SFC, USA (Ret.)
century2 lhomes@hotmail.com
1-800-727-618 or call (719)382-3481

[
GEORGIA (Or anywhere in the US)
. g in Relocation
uyer’s Agency
Augusga Home Buyer's
Connect
See our website fnr homes, loan
information, important area links
E-mail: broker@AugustaHomeBuyers.com|
Call: 888-253-2707

FREE Real Estate Magazine

30 min. Iltln:mes. Horse

commute! construction.

FT. BRAGG
POPE AFB

Live in the

“Golf Capital?)

Pinehurst, Southern Pines NC
Check out wwy.moorenc.com
Jim Murray, rayphmmas@nc.rr.com

800-528-5742 USA
Moore Co. Real Estate Brokers

Fort Bragg/Pope AFB

Retired Air Force member is will-
ing to locate the right house for
you and your family in the
Fayetteville area. Contact me for
% referrals to other areas.
MarkJohnson@remax.net
==~ Direct: (910)391-5804

e

.
1

www.AugustaMortgageSolutions.com
www.AugustaHomeBuyers.com
|

First Community Mortgage
Tammy Thornhill
Assistant Vice President
Tammy.thomnhill@1stnb.com
Tel. 254.542.5100
Toll Free. 01.308.18786

Sales and Rentals « FREE Relocation Packets

caL VS Mike or Denise Zehr.

"Years of Texas Friendly Service"

Toll Free: 0800-826-4620

506 Town Square Shopping Center
1-254-547-2019 ™ o peras Cove, Texas 76522 jcommunimy
MORTAAGE

FLORIDA
Coast to Coast
See our Fabul New
www.TheEmetGroup.com

Our Real Estate and Mortgage Team Provides
«Personal Assistance Statewide
*Loan Qualification
* Mortgage Services
°Purchases, Refinancing, HELOC’s

Walte & Susan Lamerion
Realtor"lLicansed Assistant

info@TheEmetGroup.com @
©LOBAL Mortgage

www.zehrreaIest‘ateteam.com- zeh‘rteam@earthlink.l}et
B

"5 Fart Liwis Howsing
=

©

= Fort Lewis, WA (>

Forl Lew

W fun\emsnwsm

Home Buyers Guide Homes for Sale

VA Mortgages

Testimonials Fort Lewis Info Maps cHOOL 0|
Govt Repos Why Buyer's Agent? Contact Us "_CNNFIF-D! |

CALL 1-360-491-6500 oo per |

Toll Free 866-856-6318
[ [

[
Northern VA, Quantico, DC
Bob Graham's Militavy Buyers Program

$2,000 CASH BACK!
i

#1 Military Relocation Speci

bobgnova@erols.com E-mail: duker@fortjacksonrelo.com E-mail: cwamer@homeownersmtg.com
Web site: www.fortjacksonrelo.com
com & Gormany Toll Fres Anytime B USA Toll Free 888-653-0037 x7341
Free Relo Packet - Long and, Foster (0800535 5268) 8004473535 IR o £} -

| [ T
FORT JACKSON, SC
Real Estate Military Relocation Team
Bob Duker, USA, Ret.

* Buyers Agent
* Relocation Packa

Cynthla VI?arner

* Mortgage Specialist
Loan qualifications now, before you PCS
« Advance estimates of monthy mortgage
payment and funds to close
*100% VA Loar
+ Special loan programs for 100% financing

ores
* Choose from 3,500 homes

I I I
PCS-ing to WASHINGTON DG or Northern VIRGINIA?

& Pentagon, Andrews, Ft. Belvoir, or Anywhere!
Call for a FREE, comprehensive
Home Buyer’s Relocation Package:
Maps, Loan Preapproval Information, School Profiles
Ask for Becky Berning: 703-913-7880
Call Toll Free:
ltaly: | 678 78158 UK: 0800 96 8801 Germany: 0800 181 6459
Netherlands: 0800 229 143 Belgium: 0800 713 77 USA: 800 628 6781
www.MyMilitaryHomeFinder.com
e-mail: BECKY@longandfoster.com

Ft. Stewart & Hunter

SALES and RENTALS
Toll Free: 1-800-476-3680
www.fortstewart.com

Coldwell Banker Holtzman, Realtors
Email: cbholtzman@clds.net

730 General Stewart Way * Hinesville, GA 31313
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C OLORAD 0
Ft. Carson-NORAD-Air Force Academy-Peterson & Schriever AFB

Washington, D. C. Area
& Northern Virginia
Free 200 Page Book

“How to Buy Your Home,
Without Getting Ripped OF”

Area Maps, Newspapers
Over 50,000 Homes for sale

www.TerrySeaman.Com
Terry Seaman Realty 1-800-708-9969

NORTHERN VIRGINIA
* Pentagon * Ft. Belvoir * Quantico

Let Me Be Your Sponsor

PCSing to the D.C. metropolitan area?
1 can find your home in Northern Virginia.

+ Unique Cash Back Program to home buyers.

* Military Relocation Specialist. I understand the
challenges of the military family. I've relocated nine
times, including overseas, as a 15 year Army spouse.

* Mortgages available through Sandhills Bank.

Shawn Yurkanin (703) 547-1100
Email: sy@sandhills-bank.com

« Information on schools and local communities available.

* Free Relocation Packet.

Samson

A Realty

Contact Me
TODAY!

Carolyn Capalbo

www.justdreal.com
email: info@just4real.com
(703)477-6022

PCSing to Colorado Springs?

your Real Estate Dreams come true.

COLORADO

Call Christa Miranda

or Tiffany Ades (Assistant)

A 26 year Military Family
moving Mountains to make

German Speaking.

* % Five Star Service * %
With the Buyer's Resource Team
Steve Freeman
& Mary Ellen Vernie

h Back Program * Military Relo

'y 0800-2255-288-888-399-7356
relocatecolumbus@mindspring.com

www.columbusgarelocation.com
an Toll Free N

REALESTATERS INC.
100% VA Loans Provided in Minutes
| Harriett Elkins

at Hamette@Mortg eAme! com
706-322-1800 or Toll Free 1-888-399-RELO

CALL GENE & ERIKA GUDENKAUF|
ToLL FREE FOR YOU:
0-800-181-6612

One Call Does Tt Gill!

Free Relocation
Property Rer

www.area-home.com
or email us at:
Teamwork that makes your dream work!
m Gene & Erika Gudenkauf
d,q@l RE/MAX Advantage +
ol 335470708
o

705 N, Dixie Highway
@aédt Radeliff, KY 40160

FORT CAMPBELL
Your Home Buyer Agents
Kim Stewart Ed Clapp
Managing Broker _Agent, Ret. Mil.
(931) 320-6544 (931) 249-9026
2stewart@crye-leike.com
edwin.clapp@crye-leike.com

Contact us for a free welcome packet
Get Pre-qualified today
CRYE-LEIKE Realtors (931) 647-3400

NEW BUILT or RESALE? * FIRST TIME HOME BUYER?
RELOCATION PACKAGE FOR HOME BUYERS
***CHECK OUT OUR BIG $$8 SPECIAL!™*

PETRA HAEBICH 45 DWIGHT HOWARD

Broker Associate
RE/MAX PARTNERS, Inc. Branch Manager
PetraHaebicheREMAX.net RBC MORTGAGE

WWW. Pethaeblch com

we’ll get you Pre-Approved BEFORE you move!
Professional Service - Personal Touch

Loan Approval * Negotiations * Inspections ¢ Insurance * Closing

Call Toll Free: 0-

I I
Ft Jackson x Shaw AFB x Charleston AFB

Beaufort MCAS * Parris Island * Naval Hosp
HOME BUYER REPRESENTATION SPECIALISTS
Buyers: “We work to get you the best price & terms”
“One stop shopping™-We handle it all

Call George: 1-800-310-5112 weekends are OK or
COM OF WWW. com
Ask for: Relocation Pkg, info on Schools, Area & Jobs
Home Buyer Representation Realt O FEES!
| |

Cash Bacl 3 Free Nights
To Buys

MR o Ho
pesing o FQRT oD
Ft. Bragg, Ft. Campbell, Ft. Stewart, Ft. Lews, Ft. Knox...?
FREE RELOCATION INFORMATION

T "
suse Call Chris Roussel
Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

2705-E Highway 190, Copperas Cove, TX 76522

100-2106 - E-Mail: m

r

Pre-quality with National Bank Morigage - Tol Free: 0-800-162-4032
Lee Huffner - FDIC/Equal Housing Lender

www.coldwellbanker.com

* New Home Construction

* Serving Deridder and Leesville
* Free Relocation Information

Contact Me Today!
coLDweLL
BANKER O Wayne Hall
Broker/Owner
Wayne Hall Real Estate wayneohall@yahoo.com
800-877-0677 (337) 463-9994

For the Best profeasional Real Estate Scrviees
in Northern Virginia call:

Read Stripes online at

STARSk; & STRIPES.

Your Hometown Newspaper

The Kitty Bernard Team
(703) 707-2084

tvaloan.com is a service
of National Bank

Changing the Way the Military Moves~

MEMBER FDIC =
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Sosa’s powerful display wows Orioles

Slugger reports to camp; Red Sox
put final touches on ring ceremony

The Associated Press

Sammy Sosa introduced him-
self to his new Baltimore team-
mates the best way he knew: with
a power display.

Sosa slammed about two dozen
baseballs  far
over the cen-
ter-field  wall
during his first
workout  with
the Orioles in
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., on Wednes-
day. Before he was done, nearly
half the squad interrupted their
drills to watch the show.

“Sammy, we’re going to run out
of balls!” joked outfielder Larry
Bigbie, who watched in awe as
one shot after another soared
onto an airfield behind the prac-
tice field.

The Chicago Cubs were re-
lieved to get rid of Sosa after his
troubled 2004 season, and the Ori-
oles are delighted to have him.

During his stay in Chicago, Sosa
battled with Mark McGwire in a
memorable home run duel in
1998, went to the All-Star Game
seven times and was the 1998 NL
MVP. But he contends that the
corked bat and his early depar-
ture from the ballpark ruined an
otherwise wonderful relationship.

“For the 13 years I was in Chica-
go, I only made two mistakes.
That's pretty good,” he said. “If I
had known that leaving early last
year would have caused such a
controversy, I would have never

done it. My manager told me I had
aday off. But what can I say?”

In Fort Myers, Fla., the Boston
Red Sox learned they will get
their World Series rings at their
home opener on April 11 before a
sold-out Fenway Park crowd —
and the New York Yankees.

“Pm sure I'm not going to help
them hand them out,” Yankees
shortstop Derek Jeter said to
laughter at New York’s camp in
Tampa.

“But they deserve it. I'm sure
they’ve been looking forward to
this for a long time. So let them do

Boston became the first major
league team to overcome a 3-0
deficit in the playoffs, doing it
against their biggest rival in the
AL championship series last Octo-
ber. The Red Sox then swept St.
Louis in the World Series.

“This is the kind of quality prob-
lem I hope we're going to be able
to have with some frequency,”
Red Sox President Larry Lucchi-
no said, “sit around at spring
training and decide just when, oh
when, do we give out the World
Series championship rings.”

To accommodate fans who
didn’t get tickets to Opening Day,
the rings will be displayed at a
welcome-home dinner attended
by players that same night and at
a display on the Fenway Park
field along with the World Series
trophy and the ball Doug Mientk-
iewicz caught for the last out of

In h
far over the center-field wall in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., on Wednesday.

the Series.

“Even though the fans are not
getting it, they have to feel like
they’re receiving one because
they all deserve it,” David Ortiz
said. “They supported us a lot
through the years.”

In Lakeland, Fla., Ugueth Urbi-
na said he planned to report to
spring training, even if his Kid-
napped mother still was being
held.

He didn’t want to show her cap-
tors that he was weak. Now that
Maura Villarreal is safe following
arescue operation Friday, Urbina
said an indescribable weight has
been lifted from his shoulders.

“I feel like I'm 18 years old,”
the Detroit Tigers reliever said,
speaking publicly about the or-

first workout with the Orioles, Sammy Sosa hit two dozen balls

deal for the first time.

Villarreal, 54, was rescued by
Venezuelan police during an
eight-hour raid that left two of
her abductors dead, two captured
and seven others as fugitives. Po-
lice described the

“It’s not like the movies. It's
real life.”

In Winter Haven, Fla., Cleve-
land’s Juan Gonzalez became the
latest player to deny Jose Cansec-
0’s accusation of using steroids.

saw anything. ...
‘who have put needles in my body
are doctors,” Gonzalez said.

In Kissimmee, Fla, Atlanta
shortstop Rafael Furcal hustled
off the field, ignoring several tele-
vision crews that wanted to speak
with him. At his locker a few min-
utes later, he responded tersely to
an interview request: “Are you
going to ask me about baseball?”

He spent 13 days in jail during
the offseason and four weeks in
an alcohol treatment center fol-
lowing his second conviction for
drunken driving. The 26-year-old
Furcal gave up alcohol after his
latest arrest, but also said he
doesn’t believe he has a drinking
problem.

“Just bad luck,” he said.

In Scottsdale, Ariz., manager
Felipe Alou said he thinks he'll
probably be back with the San

as
Venezuelan and Colombian drug
smugglers.

She was held for 5 months, 18
days in a camp that police called
a drug-traffickers’ hideout in Ven-
ezuela’s southern mountains.

Urbina and his two brothers,
Ulmer and Ulises, were at a loss.

“There wasn't much we could
do. We'd never been in this situa-
tion, and we didn’t know where
she was,” Urbina said. “Where
can you go to try to find her? She
could be anywhere. It's hard.

Giants for a fourth sea-
son in 2006.

His contract ends after this sea-
son and Alou turns 70 in May, but
he has shown he still has enough
energy to lead the Giants for 162
games. He also wants to manage
his son, Moises, for another sea-

son.

In Bradenton, Fla,, Pittsburgh
said catching prospect J.R.
House underwent surgery to re-
pair a torn labrum and torn rota-
tor cuff in Birmingham, Ala., and
he’ll miss the entire season.

BY JOHN NADEL
The Associated Press

VERO BEACH, Fla. —Los An-
geles Dodgers closer Eric Gagne
sprained a ligament in his left
knee Thursday during the
team’s first full-squad workout
of spring training, and will under-
go an MRI exam.

Gagne didn’t seem particular-
ly concerned, but trainer Stan
Johnston said the 29-year-old

Dodgers closer Gagne injures knee

right-hander probably will have
his activity limited for about a
week. Johnston said the injury
needs about six weeks to fully
heal.

“Any time you hurt some-
thing, it’s usually going to take
that long,” Johnston said. “We
want to do a precautionary MRI
to see what the damage is. It was
hard to examine him because he
was apprehensive at times.”

Johnston said Gagne heard a

pop when he was injured while
playing pepper.

“Tt could just be an old piece of
scar tissue,” Johnston said, add-
ing he wouldn’t be able to say
when Gagne would be able to
pitch in an exhibition game until
after the MRI exam.

“I turned around and a cleat
got stuck,” Gagne said. “I just
twisted my knee a little bit. 'm
not concerned. There’s no swell-
ing, and that's a really good sign.”

STRIPES

RELOCATION GUIDE

Congressman urges MLB
to testify about steroid use

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A senior
House Democrat urged Thursday
that Jose Canseco and others the
former slugger accused of abus-
ing steroids, including Mark McG-
wire, be called before Congress to
testify on use of performance-en-
hancing drugs.

Rep. Henry Waxman of Califor-
nia, the top Democrat on the
House Government Reform Com-
mittee, said representatives from
Major League Baseball and the
players’ association should ap-
pear before the panel to explain
how they plan to stop the use of
drugs by baseball players.

Waxman made his request for
hearings to the chairman of the
Rep. Tom Davis,

R-Va. There was no immediate re-

vestigate the al-

legations, Wax-
Sports ity
briefs ET with

Canseco, McG-

wire and others
“would be an opportunity to find
out what really happened and to
get to lhe bottom of this growing
scandal.

NASOAR penalizes R. Gordon

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. —
Robby Gordon Motorsports was
fined $50,000 Wednesday and
docked 25 championship points,
the most severe penalty for viola-
tions at Daytona.

NASCAR fined crew chief Bob
Temple and deducted points from
car owner Jim Smith for an unap-
proved intake manifold on his
Chevrolet on Feb. 11 during the
initial Nextel Cup inspection for
the season-opening Daytona S00.

Gordon, driver and part owner
of the new team, failed to make
the lineup for the Daytona 500
and has no points. Smith earned
31 based on qualifying results.

in Qatar

sponse from Davis’ office.
MOVING TO FLORIDA? SAN DIEGO In Canseco's book, “Juiced:
FREDDIE cAN H ELP! MIRAMAR AR BASE * MARCH AFB » CAMP PENDLETON Wild Times, Rampant ’Roids,
Over 15 years experience Smash Hits & How Baseball Got
Morth County San Diego and South Riverside Big,” he admits using steroids and
Why Freddie? I'ma alleges that McGwire often inject-
native of Florida and. Homebuyers Relocation Package ed the drugs with him. He said he
Rt Ui yous. 1 et il A1 introduced  steroids to former
military. | understand Maps * Loan hbrmallnn Schaol Profiles Texas Rangers Rafael
r needs. Call me. MLS Listings * Financing Help Palmeiro. huan Gonzalez and T
Pl B R e : almeiro, Juan Gonzalez and Ivan
pelp yod ALK L 21%““9“ Email: jzmey e All have publicly de-
ey Buck White (760) 271-3378 nied Canseco’s charges.
Web: www.immobel.com/freddiewade Debbie Meyer (760) 310-7965 “Mr. Canseco insists his infor-
Email: freddiewade@bellsouth.net Tim Aosa Realty mation is accurate,” but Major

League Baseball says it will not in-

DOHA, Qatar — Wimbledon
champion Maria Sharapova beat
Marion Bartoli of France 6-3, 6-2
in the Qatar Open on Thursday
and reached her third semifinals
in as many events this year.
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Salurday
Match P\ay Cham-
Dlanshsp second and mlrd round.
m.-NBA: KIA NBA Shoot-
around.
AFN-S Sports. 10 am.-NBA: Cleveland at Indi-
AFN radio Okinawa, Korea, 10 a.m.-NBA:

Deper at Memphis,

cifc/Kores, 12:30 pum. NBA: Minne-

s at et
g

ports, 12:30 p.m.-NBA: Detroit at LA.

Lok
AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.-Auto racing: NASCAR
grafteman Trucks American Racing Wheels
L APN-Sports,  pam.NBA: Cleveland at ndi-

Sunday

AFN-Sports, 1 am.-College basketball:

espN College'GameDa 1
AR-Pacific/Korea, 7 am. College basket:
ball medence 2t ) )
Sports, AFN ¢ P Okinawa, Kores, 3
lege basketball: Missouri at Texas,
RNt 3550 2. CoTege basketball

Keptucky at Alzbama,
-Sports olf: Match Play Cham-

AD intic, 5:45 a.m.-College basketball:
cor\necﬂcut at Pittsburgh.
Okinawa, Korea, 6 am. College
haskeiha\l Anmnn at Washingt
.m.-Colle e haskelha\l
ESPN College GameDay scoreboar

: Na-

ollege basketball:

ina

ports, 5 p.m.Auto racing: NASCAR

Busch Grand National tater Bros, 300 (did).
AFN-Atlantic, 8 p.m.-College basketball:

izona &t Washington (o),

College ~basketball:
Norahridea Sate abacific (e,

All times are Japan and Korea Standard
Time; did indicates delayed broadcast., All
listings are _subje

www.myafn.net for more information.

College basketba
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

1 Minols (25 u) o Non“vwesiem 84-48.
ekt Thursday, March 3.
i G, (355 ot ply. Nes
atMasyland: Sunday
3. Boston couc e (zz 2) lost to No. 23 Vil
angva 16-10. Next v, Sefon Hall Satrday.
Okfahoma_state (0-) did ot pla

iake Forcet O3 beal Longwood
88:47Next, v, Virginia, Sun
7. Duke (20 u 60-56.
Nt ot St e Satur
& Kansas (20-8)did not play. Next: vs. No.
4 0idanoma State, sunday.
Arizona (G3-4) did ot play. Next: at
washiaes statg, Thursday.
Michicen sfate (13-4 did not play.
Noxt: va.No.30 yircconsin, Thor
by Loisville 25:4) did hot By Next: at
mphis, Saturda
12 Corizaga GL-4) did not play. Next: at
Portiand, Thursday.
13 Uah H4) g vt play. Next: at

am Young,
1 Washston G1-8-did not play. Nexts
v, Arizona State, Thursday

is. Syracuse

(53-3) beat st. John's 83.60.
Next: vs. Providence, Satur
6, pabama (2157 gl nof play. Next: vs.
No.5 Kentucky, Sat
7: Connectcut ( e s)  Jid not play. Next:

0. urﬁ , Saturday.
187 plttsbuirah (18:6) 105t {6 West Virginia

7086 Next v Flomectitnr Saturday.
19. Pacific (72- z)sum not play. Next: v

state Normrmg aturday

20, Wisconsin (17:6) did not play. Next at
No.i0 Michigan State, Thursgl

21; Chariotte Go: STphis 50-77.
Nex: s Southern Mississippl, Saturda

98- Okianoma (20°6)did not pay. Nex
a?\on aturda

ova {156 beat No. 3 Boston Col-

lege 76 orgetoun, Sunday.

5 Cindinnat, (zn 5) did not play. Next: vs.
Marauette, Thurs

25 Nevada (15 did not play. Next: at
Fresno State, Saturday.

Wednesulay’s men’s scores

Albright 81, Eizabethiown 65
American U, 65 Lehi
m

Phifidel \Dmagl Concordia, N.
pit-onnstowr} 71, Lock e 65,01
providence 67 Seton Hallss
utjgerssz Arl k—Mom-ceu
ot Josel & England 75
Thomas Agtinas 55, Bridoeport 53

vy t. John's
iafova 76, Boston College 70
West Virginia 70, Pitsburl

Augusta st 81 SCoAlken 62
Buffalo 68, Marshall 55
Charlotte

S iremns 77

Clayton St. 75, Kennesaw 70, 20T
oll. of Charleston 72, Furman 66, OT

Colimiis . &3, Gedrgia College 74
Duke 60, Georgia Tech 5¢

East caralina 77, Southern Miss. 66

F rion 81, N.C.-Pembroke 52
Hofstra 66, 0ld Daminion 63
James Madison 66 Towson 58
Barr
lark Atl

tlanta 56
76, Georgia 62

Tennessee 80, South Carolina 72
V. Commonuialth o, Willam & Mary 69
Wake Forest 88, I.ONQ
Winthrop 63, VMI 48
Miowest

A ivet
AdTon b Nami (Shio) 49, 0T

Butler 79, Youngstown St. 59
Calvin 6, Kalamazoo 67

12. DePaul (23-3) did not play. Next: vs.

Mawmc Sunday.
13, Texas (18:7) beat Colorado 83-40. Next:
 OKiahoma, Saturday
4, Jows, Tech G ‘5)_beat _Oklahoma

w10 lahoma State, Saturday.
oot (308 B ot iy Nowt a
niana, Thursday,

S, Temple G2:3) did not play. Next: at

achusets, T

Yote "(13%) beat Nebraska

946, Next-us Kansas, Saturcay.
18, Gcorgwa (@07 Gl mot piay. Next: at
Florida, Thursday.
North Camhnaslale (15 didnotpay.
Next! ot Wake Forest, Thursd
e Vanderbil (156) Biay. e
Aigbaa, Thursday.
el lowa State, 36-9) beat Missouri 76-70.
iext: vs. Texas AM, Sal
N ghn Siate 1b8) i not play. Next: at
N, oo State, sunday:
Mapyiand (18- ) Jid not play. Next: vs.
\/\rg\ma ech, Thur:
ston conege %17-9) did not play.
Nt v Connecticut, Saturday.
onzeg (o0 2) did not play. Next:
Portiand, Saturday.

Vs

riends 54, Tabor

rand View 63 lowa Wes\yn 62

RS g0 8s 1, Wright

im0k S Norttweatern a8,

Inds somhs nee,sn ‘Francs, il 68
s St 80, Baylor 6

s %, ?
Loyola o of Cm:agn 57 cl eve\and st.63

nesota 65,
Moo Soutnarnsa, Pitsburg st. 78
N.lfinois 72, Bowling Greer
Nt Miasourt S¢ 58, iisooun Western 57
Ohio 68, E. Michigan 65

s. llinois 76, N. lowa 69

Missouri 81

St Ambrose 87 Franciscan 75

o Ft. Wayne 72, 0T
oI5 75, Oakiand. Mich 74
mporia St. 73
Wichita St. 73, SW Missouiri St. 61
William Penn 84, Waldorf 75
Xavier 81, George wasmnémn 62
Lamar 88, Texas-gan ANton
Texas AZM-C.C. 99, Hustnn Dihetson 67
Grand Canyon 77, W New Mexico 64
TOURNAMENT
CUNY Mshl c Conference

NYCCT 83, CCNY
staten Island 1 fenman 70
wealth Conference
ound
Lebanon Valley 74, Messiah 66

‘Semifinals
Desales 67, Wilkes
Kings, Pa. 76, Scranton 70

ifinals
Framingham St. 48, Bridgewater, Mass. 47
salem St. 81, Westfield St. 74

i-Central Conference

Huntingion s, Setie nc 70
len: Conference

Ramapo 61, Ru(gers Newark 46
Richard Stockton n 78
Shno Conforende

Seariefinars
Baldwin-Wallace 78, Otterbein 76, OT
Jonn carroll 75, Wilinington, Ohic 67

unt Union 95, Capital 74
MoSkingom 1. R Norihern 63

AP Women’s Top 25 fared

Wednesday

L LS 251 i not play-Next: ot Aran-
sas, Thurss

3. Duke (25°3) did not play. Next: vs. Miami,

5 Stantord (24-2) id not play. Next: vs. Or-
egon, Thursday.

%2 0o State (zs 3) did not play. Next: at
Purdue, Thurs

4 Tennessee ¢ m did not play. Next: vs.
Mississiopl Stats, Thursday.

(2 beatkansas 70.60. Next:at

culmadu satur

[ |ch|gan State (253 beat Michigan
T7:34 Nextivs. TBA, Big Ten tournament,

i

i Carolina (22-3)did not play. Next:

vs. rsday

o Rutgers 21 55 did not play. Nexts at it
o, Friday.

ame (23-4) did not play. Next:

2, saturd
necticot (19:6) did not play. Next:
atNo. 34 Bocton Collegn, Saturday

s women’s scores

Albany, K. 81, Stony &

American’ Imematluna\ 71 s ehtiey 60,07
American U. 65, Lel

Army 71, gm

8inghaniton b1 Haruom K

idene

Northeastern 67, New Hampsmreel
iladelphia 70, Concordia, N.Y.

ery Rock 64, Indiana, ba 5

hampton 86, C.

homas Aquas &1+ Bridgeport 64

Vermont 69, U

Augusta st 6, SC.-Alken 64

nta 8

Wi
N e e Marvon48
Norihwesior st 65 Nicholl S
S.C.-Upstate 62, Lan

Tusclim 73, Presbyterian 67

MIDWEST
Aquinas 69, Concordia,Mich. 45
gallSt 81, ol

Reserve 81, camegle Meuon a3
Culverstockton 65, Baker

ota St o Mint St
£ Wichigan tMic
Eureka 70, Ben dict
Evangel 61, Missouri Valley 44
iflsdale 1, Findiay
Indiana st. &2, Evansville 69
Towa St. 76, Missouri 70

insas St. 04, Nebraska 69
Kent St, 74, Of
Miami Ohlo) 68 Buttalo

23

M\ssourl Westdm g, W Missouri st. 70
T4, Truman St 45

Nociord 59 A ar &7

Wisconsin 10, Northwicstorn 63

Texas 83, Colorado 40
Texas AZM 75, Oklahoma St. 61
Texas Tech 83, Oklahoma 70
@s-5an Antonio 82, Lamar 55
TOURNAMENT
Dakota Athietic Conference
+ Round

Jamestown 74, Black Hills St
5. Dakota Tech 83, Vaneycnys« 55

s
Desales 47, Kings Pa. 41
Scrant Florham 49

araa« North Atlantic

ound
Norwich 47, Albertus agnus 3
reat Northeast Athletic Conterence

uarterfinals
W.New England 63, St Jusegh conn. 48
Great ence

Concordia, Neb. 77“Northwestem lowa 58
Rastings 75, Mount Marty 63
Morningsidé 72, Dordt 52

Semifinals.
Fitchburg St. 53, Worcester St. 51
a

College baseball

Alabama- Blrmmgham T Atabama o, susp.

Ted
Guilford 4, Greensboro 2 % innings

St. Edward’s 9, Texas A&M-Kingsville 5
FAR WEST

Tennis

Wan L.umcnc @), Groatia, def, Fernando
erd ain,

Iy,
Maria snarapuva 642), "Russia, def. Marion

Christophe Roclhus, Belg mm def. Jeff Mor-
e

o R
mmpo vo\anmn ®). na\y, def. Alberto Mar-
fat ael Nadal (s), Spain.def. Santiago Ven-

OK, THE ONE THING TO REMEMBER
ABou‘r mlg TEST, euYs 13

Emmanuelle Ga%hard\ zzzy, Syierland,
det. Camill ance,
(lsa\ga Penne«a(ﬂ Jaly. et Wi schruft
Rhechanmahagnessy (), USA, def. Mels-
saTorres (25), MEXico, -3,
Second Round

terloh, United States, def. Marta

ally Randriantely (6), Madagascar. def.
Tatiana perebiynis, Uraine, 6.3,

everine Beltrame, France, def. i
Ot Te o

to racin

Bllsch Series standings

Stewart 190:2. Keyin Harvick, 170
.

Kasey Kahne, 1550 )(

Biflo. 1476 Michael Wal-

Car Eamands, 136, 10, Readrsoran-

Craftsman Trucks stan
1. Bobby Hamilton, 185; 2. Jimmy Spencer,
175; 3. Todd"Boding, I75; 2. Ricky Craven,
5. Ted Mus rave 155; 6. Brad Keselows-
en wver, 150; 8. David Starr,
161 9." Johnny EEHSDV!‘ 139; 10. Wayne Ed-
wards, 138.

Wednesday’s transact ons

NASCAR—Fined Bgb TeMBle, crew chiet
for Roopy Gordon, sso 000"nd ocked tar
i

‘orDa\eEarnhamUr and Dave Charpentier,
crew chief for John Andretti, $10,000 apiece!
frib Brice, crew chief for Denny Hamiin an
agle, crew chiet for C.W. Siith

Stanton Hover . erew chict
i Chrls Shewalter,

cmewor ke Slner,
Robert_Leslie, crew chief for Kerry Earn’
hardt, and Bedu Tiffany, crew chief for Larry

20 0] s s neaions found dor
Ingnspection

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Announced OF Matt
Diaz as elected to become & free agen

WousTON ASTRGS-A % rogd o terms with
RHP Juan Gutierrez and RHP Fernando Nieve
on onecyear contracts

MILWAUKEE BREWERS—Agreed to terms
with INE Lyle Overbay, INF Bl Hall and RHP
Ben Hendrickson on one-year contracts.

P Andy Ashby and 18-GF € Robert Fck on
c

\TIONALS—Agreed  to
terms with RHP Chad Cordero on 2 one-year

2}
S
2
=z
=

LL
National Saskétbal Association

CHARLOTTE BOBCATS—Placed G Steve

Smith on the injured list. Signed G Matt Car-

oll,
DALLAS MAVERICKS —Placed C Eric Dampi-
oron the injured lst Activated € DJ Mbenga
from the inju
UGGETS —Named Doug Moe as-
sistant coach. ined Michacl Cooper,
asgistant coach, Within the organization
'STATE WARRIORS —Placed G Luis
FIGTeS 0 the Iniored It Activated 110y
Murphy from the injured [ist.
WEHILADELPHIA, ToERS - Acquired . chr

e
Sacramento Kings for F Brian
Skinner, F Kenny Thomas and F Corliss Will-
famson’
PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS —Placed G Derek
Anderson on he ijured st Activated F Sha-
regt Abdur-Rahim from the Ijured st
ANTONI SPURS-Placed F.C'sean
red list Activated G Mike
Wv\ks Iromme fhitred s
2Z—placed Gwau\ Lopez on the in-
Keith McLeod from

e
WASHINGTON WIZARDS—Placed G Juan
ixon and C Peter John Ramos on the injured

list Activated G Lary Hughes and F Kwame

cuin from the injured st
O omérts Nasional Bas
sumz TR ReSoneq T Lauren Jack

National Football Leagu
ATLANTA FALCONS-Named ‘Alex Gibbs
consultant, Clancy Barone tight ends coach
ind Jeff Jagodzinski assistant head coach
and offerisive line coad
VS Sianed 08 rew Bled-
s0e o a three-year contra
VIAML | DOLPHINS —ficleased QB od2y
Fiedler, § Arturo Freeman, § Shawn Wooden
and b Jey Willame,
lzuun PRTRIOTS —Named joel Col
it assioant 3 ondary coach and Harold
Nash ‘assistant. sirenath and conmnomn
coach, Released D Earthwind Vorcian
Leeazen, & Wilbert Brown and TE
ister,

SEAHAWKS—Named Tim Ruskell
uresmam of football operations and general

Los ncets aAuxV Ac%ulmﬂ MF Guill:
ermo'Ramirez on loan from €D Municipalof
Guatemala’s First Divi
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. :Q A WEEKLY LOOK AT MOTORSPORTS

AP

Tony Stewart signs autographs for fans in the garage area of the Daytona International Speedway on Feb. 18. Stewart, who has won IRL

and Nextel Cup seri

itles, might be content to walk away from racing if he could win the Indy and Daytona 500s.

Eye on the finish Iine

Stewart already making plans for life after racing | :

BY JENNA FRYER
The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C.

ony Stewart is someday going to break through and win the
big races that always seem to get away from him.

He’s had chances at his beloved India-

napolis Motor Speedway, and has had victo-

ry in sight at the Daytona 500, only to come up short
at the very end.

If Stewart ever scores those wins, he might just
climb out of his car and call it a career.

“If 1 could get everything done I want to get done,
T would probably be gone from here by now — I
would have won everything I wanted to win,” Stew-
art said.

When the day comes that Stewart qullb full-time
racing, he’ll walk away with a résumé that will rank

m among the most talented drivers ever.

He has nine championships in various forms of
racing, starting with a Karting title he won in 1980 at
8 years old. He was the first driver in history to win
USAC’s Triple Crown in 1995 and he won the IRL se-
ries title in 1997. He then became the first IRL driv-
er to successfully transition into NASCAR, where he
claimed the 2002 series championship.

Those championships have given Stewart a great-
er respect for the crown jewels on every schedule.
He understands what an Indianapolis 500 title
means to a driver’s résumé, and the same for a Day-
tona S00 victory.

A driver can win 100 championships, but will for-
ever be recognized for the big wins.

“Iremember what it was like to win the IRL cham-
pionship,” Stewart said. “The next year, it was a
weight lifted off my shoulders. I could concentrate
on individual races. I didn’t even look hardly at the
points sheet.”

Perhaps that explains why Stewart hasn’t really been a factor in the
NASCAR’s championship race since his 2002 title. He’s already got
that trophy, its the others he needs to complete his career.

He came close again last weekend, leading a race-high 107 laps in

the season-opening Daytona 500.
But with the finish line in sight, he again had the biggest win of his

career snatched away when good
him out of the draft dunng a late-race pass for the lead and Stewart
was shuffled back into tr:

He ended up a distant seventh bitterly disappointed again after join-

3 i, |
&k 1 1 could get
everything done I
want to get done,
1 would probably
be gone from here
by now. ¥

Tony Stewart

now.”

buddy Dale Earnhardt Jr. pushed

ing the late Dale Earnhardt in the record book for
futility.

Earnhardt was the last driver to dominate the
race and not win, leading 107 laps in 1993 and fail-
ing to earn a trip to Victory Lane.

Stewart led the most laps at Daytona last year,
too. But in the end, Earnhardt Jr. had the better car
and Stewart ended up pushing him to the win.

Stewart is 0-for-7 in the Daytona 500 and the first
driver since Bobby Allison to lead the most laps in
consecutive 500s since he did it in 1981 and 1982.

ut Allison won in

Stewart is still trying.

‘e could write a book about it. How many years
did Dale Earnhardt go through it?” crew chief Greg
Zipadelli moaned. “Hopefully we don’t have to wait
that long (20 years) to win one of these things.”

As long as the title eludes him, Stewart might
stick around NASCAR.

He’s made no secret of his desire to get out while
he’s still young — he’s 33 now — and is already plan-
ning for his future. He owns teams in the World of
Outlaws and USAC racing series and recently
bought famed Eldora Speedway in Rossburg, Ohio
— the dirt track where he started his career.

So now he spends his free time learning the ins
and outs of running a race track.

For now, all he cares about is chasing those elu-
sive victories — his next battle comes in August at
Indy’s Brickyard 400 because he says he’s taking a
break from the heartbreaking Indianapolis 500
right now — and building his portfolio.

“I might be one of those guys who wakes up one mommg and say
“P've had enough’ or decide to sign another five-year contract,” he said.
“You know me. It may depend on which way the wind’s blowing right

| NexrEL cur |
Race 2: Auto Club 500
California Speedway
4 a.m. Monday
AFN-Atlantic

Last race: Jeff Gordon overtook
Dale Eamhardt Jr. three laps from
the scheduled end, then held off Kurt
Busch and Eamhardt in extra laps to
become only the fifth driver to win
three Daytona 500s. There were four
lead changes in the last nine laps
and two crashes involving a total of
17 cars in the last 20 laps.

Last year: Gordon won his third
Auto Club 500, finishing 12.871 sec-
onds ahead of teammate Jimmie
Johnson. He won the inaugural
race in 1997 and again in 1999.

Driver to watch:
Jeff Gordon

Gordon _takes

s wesks Stater ros, 30t Fontana,
gahl Tape-delayed, Sunday,
Last race: Tony Stewart drove through the
grass, passed his buddy Dale Earnhardt Jr.
jound up winning the Hershey's Take §
300 at Daytona.
Next race: Mexico 200, March 6, Mexico City.

FORMULA ONE

race: Season-opening  Australian
e arch e ome,

INDY RACING

Next race: Season-opening Toyota Indy 300,
March 6, Homestead, Fla.

CRAFTSMAN TRUCKS

This week: American Racing Wheels 200 at
Fantana, ¢ Calif. (Tape-delayed, 5 p.m. Satur-
a

Bobby Hamilton was awarded

arace from the

Ia starting posi

n.
lext race: World_Financial Group 200,
March 16 Rampton, 6o,

CHAMP CARS

ason-opening Toyota GP of
Lo Beach tcarts Ao .

Standings for other series on Page 33.
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Enigmatic Moss headed to Oakland

Vikings will reportedly get LB Harris, No. 7 pick and late-round selectlon

BY JON KRAWCZYNSKI
The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Randy Moss’ electri-
fying talent was no longer enough for the
Minnesota Vikings to put up with his dis-
tracting antics.

Dame DiTrapano, Moss’ agent, told The

Press on that the Vi-
kings and the Oakland Raiders had “come
to an agreement on Randy playing for Oak-
land next year.”

Neither the Vikings nor the Raiders
would confirm the deal, which was first re-
ported by The St. Paul Pioneer Press.

“We have had discussions with the Oak-
land Ralders, but there’s nothing to an-
nounce,” Rob Brzezinski, Minnesota’s vice
president of football operations, told The
Associated Press.

Raiders spokesman Mike Taylor said, “I
cannot comment on the deal specifically,
however, this organization has always
been tremendously aggressive and Randy
Moss rates with the great players of
all- ume Great players want to play for the
Raider:

DlTrapano said he didn’t know the terms
of the deal, but the Pioneer Press reported

man Reggie Fowler, a deal that still needs
to be approved by the NFL.

Trade rumors have surrounded the flam-
boyant Moss during the offseason.

He struggled with a hamstring injury,
but had 13 touchdown catches last season.
He was fined $10,000 for pretending to pull
down his pants and moon the Green Bay
crowd during Minnesota’s playoff win. He
also drew criticism for leaving the field
with 2 seconds left in a regular-season loss
against Washington.

Team leaders Matt Birk and Daunte
Culpepper confronted Moss after he
walked off at Washington, and the organiza-
tion’s patience with the receiver seemed to
dwindle in the past year or so.

“He’s my good friend, but you almost get
to thinking that maybe enough is enough,”
Culpepper said earlier this month at the
Pro Bowl. “And maybe the Vikings organi-
zation has had enough.”

Last year’s transgressions were the lat-
est in a long line of headline-grabbing nega-
tive behavior for Moss that included bump-
ing a traffic control officer with his car in
2002, verbally abusing corporate sponsors
on ateam bus in 2001 and squirting an offi-
cial with a water bottle in 1999.

Despite averaging 82 catches, 1,306
yards and 12.9 TD receptions while miss-
ing only three games in seven NFL sea-
sons, most fans remember Randy Moss for
mooning fans in Green Bay this January.

NFC championship game in his rookie sea-
son.

He had his best season in 2003 with 111
catches for 1,632 yards and 17 touch-

wns.

He’'ll leave Minnesota as the only receiv-
er in NFL history to start his career with
six straight 1,000-yard seasons. Last year,

Miami cuts
QB Fiedler

The Associated Press

MIAMI — The Miami Dolphins re-
leased quarterback Jay Fiedler on
Wednesday, ending his five-year run as
the maligned successor to Dan Marino.
Last year, Fiedler started just seven
games while spend-
ing much of the sea-
son on the injured list
with a herniated disc.
Fiedler was due a $2
million roster bonus

in March.

After Marino left before the 2000 sea-
son, Fiedler was the only starting quar-
terback for former Dolphins coach
Dave Wannstedt. But after Wannstedt’s
resignation in November, interim
coach Jim Bates replaced Fielder with
A.J. Feeley the rest of the season.

Eagles tender RB Westbrook

PHILADELPHIA — The Eagles ten-
dered restricted free agent Brian West-
brook on Wednesday, giving Philadel-
phia the right to match any offer he re-
ceives or a first-round pick from any
team that signs him. The one-year ten-
der will cost the team $1.43 million.

On Thursday, the team released line-

the Vikings would get linebacker Napoleon
Harris, along with the seventh overall pick
and a late-round pick in the upcoming draft.
The deal cannot become official until
March 2, the start of the NFL's fiscal year.
Moss is due to make $7.25 million next
year. Harris is due to make $5.41 million.
Oakland’s renegade owner Al Davis has
long embraced combustible players and
the vertical passing game, so adding Moss

seems to be a perfect fit.

‘The timing of the move comes as a bit of
a surprise with the Vikings in the midst of
an ownership change. Red McCombs has
agreed to sell the team to Arizona business-

erable ability.

ningham —

But when he was focused and healthy on
the field, there was no denying his consid-

His 9,142 receiving yards are the most by
any player over his first seven seasons. The
Vikings’ offensive identity was built around
Moss’ uncanny ability to leap over smaller
defensive backs to catch deep passes.
Moss burst into the league in 1998 and
has been a big reason why the Vikings
have sold out every game, including pre-
season, since he arrived.
caught 17 TD passes — many of them long,
high-arching throws from Randall Cun-
to help lead the Vikings to the

touchdowns.

ning team.

to emerge.

“The Freak”

he had 49 catches for 767 yards and 13

But after the Vikings lost to Philadelphia
in the playoffs this season, coach Mike Tice
talked of molding the Minnesota into a run-

Perhaps in a veiled reference to Moss,
Tice also said the Vikings needed leaders

“T've said many times before — until the
leadership takes over the locker room,
we're not going to make the big jump to
where we need to be,” Tice said in Janu-
ary. “The teams that are playing now —
New England and Philadelphia — have tre-
mendous leadership in their locker room.
They take care of everything.”

backer Nate Wayne, who started seven
games last season.

Titans’ Rolle waives court hearing

FRANKLIN, Tenn. — Former Titans
cornerback Samari Rolle waived his
right to an initial court hearing for alleg-
edly hitting his wife, court officials said
Thursday.

His wife, Danisha Rolle, was treated
for a cut over her left eye the night of
Feb. 14, and hospital officials called au-
thorities, police said.

Samari Rolle was arrested the next
day on a misdemeanor assault charge.
He could face from probation to a year
in prison if convicted. The next court
date is April 6.

Weather adds to

BY DOUG FERGUSON
The Associated Press

CARLSBAD, Calif. — The
Match Play Championship fea-
tures 64 of the best players in the
world. The guy getting most of
the attention at La Costa Resort is
someone not even playing this
week.

Mark Russell is the PGA Tour
tournament director who deter-
mines whether a golf course is
suitable to play. His appearance
in the press room Wednesday af-
ternoon was his fourth in the past
five days, more than Tiger Woods
has made all year.

At least this time,
brought good news.

Despite ponds where there was
fairway and water spilling over
creeks, the Match Play Champion-
ship was set to start Thursday.

“I hope we can get out there
and get these guys playing golf,
and you can stop talking to me
and start talking to some of
them,” Russell said.

The talk still figures to focus on
wet conditions.

La Costa will play longer than
usual because the soggy condi-
tions will negate any roil. David
Toms played the front nine Tues-
day before it rained, and Todd
Hamilton played the back nine.

Russell

Tiger Woods' record i is 20-; 3 in
the Match Play

Match Play Championship
Atla l:::i:a Resort and Spa
i

m

Davis Love Il (3) vs. Chris Riley (14)

Lee Westwood (6) vs. Steve Flesch (1)
Hogan bracket

Retief Goosen (1 us.tephen Leaney (16)

Peter Lonard () vs. Fred Couples

Miguel AngelIimenez (¢ s, Rod Pamplmg (13)

Chad Campbell (5) vs. Fredrik Jacobson (12)

Mike Weir (2) vs. Kirk Triplett (15)

Tim Clark (7) vs. Craig Parry (10)

They swapped notes over
lunch, and the shortest club either
had was a 7-iron into the greens.

Russell said players would be
able to lift, clean and place their
balls through the green.

“T wish they’d play lift, clean
and tee it up," Toms said. “The
tough part is trying to find a dry

But this might be one tourna-
ment in which course conditions,
while they might favor a longer hit-

5. Graem
Todd Hamilton (&) vs, Robert Allenty (11)

Tiger Woods () ve Nk e 1o
N i (8 ves Charice owei 1 @)
(4) vs. Thomas Levet (13)

Thomas Bjorn (7) vs. Rory Sabbatini (10)
Stuart Appleby (3) vs. Joakim Haeggman (14)
Jim Furyk (6) vs. lan Poulter (1)

Phil Mickelson (1) vs. Loren Roberts (16)

Angel Cabrera (8) vs. Paul Casey (9)

avis Toms (4) s. Richard Green (1)

Ehianth e i)
@ (15)

revor Immelman (14)
igeki Maruyama (6 vs. avid Howell (1)

ter, probably won’t be
unfair. Match play isn’t about the
course, it’s about the opponent.
And while all the attention is on
Woods, Vijay Singh and Phil Mick-
elson, ranking means nothing.
“When you talk about the top 65

players in the world, at that level,
there’s such a fine margin ... that
it's hard to have that come out
over 18 holes,” Mickelson said.
“And because it's just 18 holes, it
evens the entire playing field.”

There is almost no point handi-
capping the field in this World
Golf Championship.

Woods is the two-time defend-
ing champion, and his 20-3
record in five appearances at La
Costa is remarkable. Mickelson is
the hottest player in golf, winning
by five shots in Phoenix and four
shots at Pebble Beach. Singh is
the No. 1 player in the world.

They stand just as good a
chance as the other 61 players at
La Costa.

“When you get into a field like
this, anybody can beat anybody in
18 holes,” Woods said. “That’s
been proven in this match-play
format time and time again. I'm
playing a three-time major cham-
pionship winner. It's going to be a
good fight, and it's going to be a
lot of fun.”

Woods faces Nick Price, who's
playing for only the fifth time on
the PGA Tour since the British
Open last year, which contribut-
ed to his slide in the world rank-
ing. He was No. 64 when the field
was determined last week, facing
the No. 2 seed (Woods) only be-
cause No. 3 Ernie Els decided not
to play.

Not that it would have mattered.

If Els had come to La Costa,
Price would have had to play
Singh. And if someone else pulled
out, he got Mickelson.

unpredictability of Match Play

“If you look at my predicament
.. it's jumping out of the frying
pan into the fire,” Price said.

Still, a two-time PGA champion
and former British Open champi-
on isn’t about to back down from
anyone.

“In an 18-hole match, the un-
derdog always has the slight ad-
vantage from a mental point of
view, because yowve really got
nothing to lose,” Price said. “You
just go out there and fire. I'm look-
ing forward to it. I really am.”

It wouldn’t seem like the Match
Play Championship is all that
hard to figure out, especially with
Woods holding the trophy the
past two years as the No. 1 seed.

Two years ago, Woods went to
the final hole only once in six
matches, had only five bogeys in
112 holes and his only scare came
from Adam Scott of Australia. A
year ago, Woods was lucky to es-
cape the first round, and even
more fortunate to face players not
at their best.

Was he good or lucky?

“Both,”  Woods said. “T've
played matches where I've beaten
my opponent, and there are match-
es when I stole one. I've been in
the finals three times in this event,
and I can't say I've played well in
every single match. I've had my
share where I haven’t played well,
but just well enough.”
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Kubasaki ends Seoul American boys’ reign

Stars and Stripes

Kubasaki of Okinawa stopped Seoul
American’s bid for a third straight Far
East Class AA boys basketball title on
Thursday.

Steven Ellis had 22 points, Stephen Th-
ompson 18 and Marcus Carson 17, and the
co-host Dragons overcame foul trouble to
upend Seoul 8-69 in the quarter-
finals on their home floor.

“It’s someone else’s
turn,” Kubasaki coach
Chris Sullivan said af-
terward in a joyous
Dragons locker room.

“It feels good. The
credit goes to the play-
ers. They hustled,
‘made shots that were important and never
gave up, even when they were in foul trou-
ble.”

Far East

basketball

When senior guard Vincent Hobbs sat
with four fouls in the third period, Reggie
Pearson came off the bench “to hit some
big shots, grab some big rebounds and run
the floor,” Sullivan said. Thompson had
three fouls at halftime, and Carson played
the last three minutes with four fouls.

The Dragons reached the semifinals for
the second time in three years and avenged
aloss to the Falcons in the 2003 final.

It also meant a trip to Kadena High,
where the Panthers lay in wait for a semifi-
nal matchup. Kadena and Kubasaki split
four regular-season

“I'm taking nothing for ‘granted,” Sulli-
van said.

How does a coach keep a team mouvat-
ed after

erything from this point on could be anticli-
matic. ... But they have good heads on
their shoulders.”

Cougars conquer press, reach
Girls Class A final again

This time, Osan American was ready for
the St. Paul Christian press. And the Cou-
gars’ reward was a trip to Center Court for
the fifth straight year in the Girls Class A
tournament.

After losing Monday in pool play 63-59 to
the Warriors, a game in which Osan com-
mitted 28 turnovers, the Cougars used a pa-
tient passing game, and continually fed
6-foot-4 center Margaret Nurse (33 points,
26 rebounds) and forward Mina Davis
(24-20) for easy layups.

“We’ve been watching them from the be-
ginning of the tournament,” said Cougars
senior guard Sharon Kroening. “This time,
we had it planned out. Pass qulcker instead
of dribbling, which is the only way to break
their press. And feed Margaret. She’s the
key to the game in a situation like this.”

No team besides Osan has made it to the
Class A finals five straight years. Osan won
the title in 2001 and ‘02 before losing to
Faith Academy of the Philippines in 2003
and International School of the Sacred
Heart last year.

Osan faced Faith in Friday afternoon’s
championship.

Buzzer-heating shot gives Kinnick girls
first win over Yokota this season
Unlike Seoul American’s boys, the third
time proved the charm for Kinnick’s girls.
Lualhau Johnson’s half-court, three-point,

ergy bringing down a champion?
“It's going to be difficult,” he said. “Ev-

g shot gave the Red Devils a
8% victory over Yokota, their first win in
three tries against the Panthers this sea-

son.

The win earned Kinnick the top seed
from Pool A and a first-round bye in the sin-
gle-elimination playoffs.

“It was just like a championship game.
It's never over with Yokota until the buzzer
sounds,” Kinnick coach Henry Falk said
after Yokota rallied from five points down
with 39 seconds left to tie. “Yokota is a
heck of a team. That was the best game my
girls have played all year.”

The Devils weren’t planning on celebrat-
mg too long.

“We know what happened to the boys,”
Falk said of Kinnick’s boys, who lost in the
first round of the playoffs in the Class AA
tournament on Okinawa. “We’re not in the
semifinals yet. We’re not in the top four
yet. We can beat anybody and anybody can
beat us. It depends on who shows up to
play on what day.”

Osan boys scramble all the way to third

Osan’s boys season, meanwhlle, could be
summed up in one word: injuries. Virtually
from the start of the season to the Boys
Class A tournament in Japan, the Cougars
resembled an infirmary at times, playing
the last two days of Far East with six
healthy players.

Yet despite the adversity, Osan finished
second in the Korean-American Interscho-
lastic Activities Conference’s large-schools
division, then placed third in Class A.

Their bid for a second Center Court ap-
pearance in three years came up short
when the Cougars rallied from a 20-point
deficit, only to come up three points short
of St. Paul 55-52.

“My guys were tired. St. Paul jumped on
us early and we had to fight like anything,”
coach Bruce Collins said of a team that

DAVE ORNAUER Stars and Stripes

E.J. King guard Bianca Cruz, left, battles

Leyna Armour of Sacred Heart for the ball
during Thursday’s quarterfinal game, won
by defending champ Sacred Heart 54-33.

played three times on Thursday, rallying to
win the first two — 48-44 over host Mat-
thew C. Perry and 44-41 over last year’s
runner-up E.J. King.

“We had looked to finish higher but inju-
ries hurt us,” Collins said.

Brandon Holling aggravated a knee inju-
ry on Tuesday, Cory Black sat out two days
with an ankle injury and Ellis Colton was
hobbled by an ankle the past three days.

Freshmen such as Jay Carver and Joey
Dennis “stepped up big time,” Collins said.
“Without them, we’d have never made it as
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Villanova’s Randy Foye celebrates in the final minute against Boston
College. Foye led with 23 points as Villanova won 76-70.

Villanova

adds BC

to ranked victims

BY DAN GELSTON
The Associated Press

VILLANOVA, Pa. — With big
wins over ranked teams and a
winning surge that has them
streaking up the Big East stand-
ings, the Villanova Wildcats seem
poised to return to the NCAA tour-
nament.

still, coach Jay Wright is not
resting easil

“We really don’t talk about
that,” Wright said. “We're very
concerned about our regular sea-
son. It's so subjective. We go for
our own goals.”

Check beating the No. 2 and 3
teams in the country off the list.

Randy Foye scored 23 points
and the 23rd-ranked Wildcats sur-
vived a nine-minute stretch wi
out a field goal to beat No. 3 Bos-
ton College 76-70 on Wednesday
night.

The enthusiastic fans stormed
the court just as they have for two
other home wins over Top
teams, chanted “Tournament!”
and shook hands with Wright.

“We're learning how to win,”
Wright said.

The Wildcats (18-6, 8-5 Big
East) beat their fourth Top 25
team of the year, including a win
over then-No. 2 Kansas last
month, and bolstered their chanc-
es of making their first NCAA
tournament appearance ~ since

1999.

Villanova has won nine of 11
and moved into a three-way tie
for fourth place with Pittsburgh
and Georgetown in the confer-
ence standings. Boston College re-
mained in first, one game ahead
of Connecticut.

“We were confident we could
come in and play well, but we’re
still not thinking about the
NCAAs,” said Curtis Sumpter,

who played with a sore knee and
scored 18 of his 20 points in the
first half. Kyle Lowry added 11
points for the Wildcats.

Craig Smith led a second-half
rally for Boston College (22-2,
11-2) and finished with 18 points,
‘while Jared Dudley had 15.

The Wildcats, coming off a win
over then-No. 17 Pittsburgh on
Sunday, used 70 percent
three-point shooting in the first
half to take a halftime lead they
stretched to 13 points early in the
second half. When Jason Fraser
made a layup at the 13:15 mark,
the Wildcats led S57-47 and
seemed in control.

The Eagles — who rallied from
halftime deficits to win eight
times this season — started their
run while Villanova went into a
field-goal drought.

Steve Hailey capped a 12-2
spurt with a three-pointer that
pulled the Eagles to 62-60 with
6:23 left.

Foye banked a 6-footer for a
67-64 lead, ending the drought.
The Wildcats never lost the lead
thanks to 8-for-10 free-throw
shooting during that span. They
were 36-for-41 overall from the
line.

“It’s very difficult to win a
game when the opposing team
shoots 41 free throws,” Boston
College coach Al Skinner said.
“We just didn’t make the plays
that were going to tie it and make
them feel uncomfortable. We
never got over the hump.”

No, but they gave the Wildcats

ascare.

Hailey pulled BC to 67-66 with
a jumper, but fouled out on the
next possession.

Foye pushed the lead to 73-68
with an arcing baseline jumper.
Then, the Wildcats sealed it from
the line.

Devils stifle J ackets momentum

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Even with B.J. Elder back, Georgia
Tech can’t seem to generate momentum to make a
run for an NCAA tournament bid.

Elder made his second straight start after missing
nine games at the start of the Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence schedule with a hamstring injury, but the se-
nior who normally provides scoring leadership for
the Yellow Jackets was held to two points in a 60-56
loss to No. 7 Duke on Wednesday night.

Tech was 0-for-5 from three-point range, commit-
ted 19 turnovers and shot 29 per-
cent from the field in the second
half, wasting a strong defensive

Men'’s
Top 25

effort.

“I think the turnovers are put-
ting some pressure on us,” Geor-
gia Tech coach Paul Hewitt said.
“The first half, in particular, we had some break-
outs, and I thought if we could convert those, mental-
ly and psychologically we could get into the flow a lit-
tle bit. And then you're not squeezing the shot like
it's the one.”

The struggles have left Tech without consecutive
wins since early January.

Hewitt said Duke (20-4, 10-4 Atlantic Coast Con-
ference) looks like a No. 1 seed in the NCAA tourna-
ment. One year after advancing to the NCAA cham-
pionship game, Tech (15-9, 6-7) is not even assured
of a bid.

Tech, which now faces road games at Miami and
Wake Forest before closing its conference schedule
at home against Clemson, needs an offensive lift to
boost its postseason outlook.

Elder, who was 1-for-8 from the field, played just
4 minutes in the first half after picking up two fouls.

Junior Lee Melchionni delivered two late
three-pointers to lift Duke.

With Tech focusing its defense on J.J. Redick,
Melchionni snapped a 49-49 tie with a three-pointer
from the corner with 3:15 left. He added another
three with 1:26 left for a 57-52 lead.

With Duke leading 57-54, Melchionni missed a
shot from the top of the circle as the shot clock ex-
pired, but Daniel Ewing grabbed the rebound for
the Blue Devils and was fouled with 31 seconds left.

Duke guard Sean Dockery, who suffered a knee in-
jury in the victory, is out indefinitely.

Dockery, who played in Duke’s first 24 games,
tore the medial collateral ligament in his right knee,
the school announced Thursday.

“We feel badly for Sean,” coach Mike Krzyzewski
said. “He was having a great year for us and was an
integral part of the success we've enjoyed so far.
He’s one of our fighters.”

Dockery started 19 times this season and has a
scoring average of 6.5 points per game for the Blue
Devils. He is shooting 48 percent from the floor, in-
cluding 42.9 percent from three-point range.

No. 1 lllinois 84, Northwestern 48: Dee Brown
scored 18 of his 20 points on three-pointers to lead
the Illini (28-0, 14-0), who clinched at least a share
of the Big Ten title for the second straight season.
Brown had five threes in the first half as Illinois took

roundup

Georgia Tech's Jarrett Jack, center, battles Duke's
Daniel Ewing, left, and Sheldon Williams for a loose
ballin the second half on Wednesday.

a 45-22 lead. It was Illinois’ 24th straight Big Ten
win, and 20th in a row at Assembly Hall.

No. 5 Kentucky 81, Auburn 73: Kelenna Azu-
buike had career highs of 30 points and 11 rebounds
for the Wildcats (21-3, 12-1 Southeastern Confer-
ence), who clinched at least a share of the East Divi-
sion title for the sixth straight season.

No. 6 Wake Forest 88, Longwood 47: Taron
Downey scored 13 points as the Demon Deacons
(23-4) cruised to the nonconference home win.

Michael Jefferson scored 14 points for the Lanc-
ers (1-29), who extended their school-record losing
streak to 18 games in their first full season of Divi-
sion I competition.

No. 15 Syracuse 83, St. John’s 69: Hakim War-
rick had a career-high 35 points and grabbed 10 re-
bounds — his 12th double-double of the season —
and the Orange (23-5, 10-4 Big East) broke a
two-game losing streak to give coach Jim Boeheim
his 699th win.

Daryll Hill had a career-high 33 points for the
Red Storm (9-15, 3-11), who lost their 20th straight
road game.

West Virginia 70, No. 18 Pittsburgh 66: Kevin
Pittsnogle scored 20 of his 22 points in the second
half and the visiting Mountaineers (17-8, 7-7 Big
East) rallied from 14 points down to sweep the sea-
son series and win for the fifth time in six games
overall.

Chevon Troutman had 15 points for the Panthers
(18-6, 8-5), who didn’t have a field goal in the final
7:26 in losing their second straight.

No. 21 Charlotte 80, Memphis 77: At Charlotte,
N.C., Eddie Basden scored 24 points, including two
free throws with 1.8 seconds to play, and the 49ers
(20-4, 11-2) won their sixth straight and moved into
a tie with Louisville for first place in Conference
USA.

Shaq has knee sprain, might play Saturday

The Associated Press

court for several minutes, clearly

lotte Bobcats center Jahidi White

MIAMI — Miami Heat All-Star
center Shaquille O'Neal has a
mildly sprained left knee and

might play Sat-

urday against
NBA the  Orlando

: Magic.
briefs R
exam con-

firmed a mild sprain, the team
said Thursday. O’Neal didn’t com-
ment to reporters waiting outside
the hospital, and is listed as day to
day.

He was injured in the first two
minutes of Tuesday’s game in Chi-
cago when he leaped to catch an
alley-oop pass from Dwyane
Wade and landed awkwardly
atop Bulls forward Othella Har-
rington. O’Neal stayed on the

in pain.

He didn’t return to the game,
and missed Wednesday’s contest
at Indiana. Miami, which leads
the Eastern Conference with a
40-16 record, lost both games in
overtime.

O'Neal, a 12-time All-Star, is av-
eraging 22.7 points — on an
NBA-best 59.9 percent from the
field — and 10.4 rebounds this
season. He has missed only two
full games because of injuries
this year, compared with 15 in
each of his previous three sea-
sons with the Los Angeles Lakers.

Bohcats’ White to miss rest
of season with shoulder injury

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Char-

will undergo surgery on his in-
jured right shoulder and miss the
rest of the season, the team said
Thursday.

White had been on and off the
injured list since hurting his
shoulder Nov. 30 at New Jersey.

He appeared in 18 games this
season, averaging 2.5 points and
2.0 rebounds. A seven-year veter-
an, White was chosen by the Bob-
cats from Phoenix in last June’s
expansion draft.

Also Thursday, the Bobcats
said the Cleveland Cavaliers have
lifted all conditions on a 2005
first-round draft pick that Char-
lotte acquired during the expan-
sion draft. That guarantees the
Bobcats at least two picks in the
first round.
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'Neal sparks Pacers past Shaq-less Heat

BY STEVE HERMAN
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Jermaine was the
dominant O’Neal on Wednesday night.

With injured Shaquille O’Neal watchmg
from Miami’s bench, Indiana’s Jermaine
O'Neal scored all three Pacers baskets in
overtime, including a turnaround jumper
from the baseline with 11 seconds remain-
ing, in a 93-91 victory over the Heat.

“They may be a little more fluid wmwut

im in there,” Jermaine O'Ne:

“When he’s there, it's a big challenge for
the big guys. Without him, they do a lot of
things they don’t usually do. But I knew I
could get a shot over whichever guys they
had.”

O'Neal finished with 29 points, 14 re-
bounds and five blocked shots as the Pac-
ers won their fourth straight and their 11th
in a row over the Heat.

Shaquille O'Neal, who injured his knee
in an overtime loss at Chicago on Tuesday
night, on Thursday in Miami had an MRI
that showed he has a mild knee sprain. He
might be able to play against the Orlando
Magic on Saturday. He was on the sideline
Wednesday as the Eastern Confer-
ence-leading Heat rallied from a 14-point
deficit in the second quarter.

Miami pulled to 66-63 after three quar-
ters and caught the Pacers in the closing
‘minutes of regulation.

“Tonight was a game I felt was going to
be equally tough with or without Shaq,”
Pacers coach Rick Carlisle said.

Indiana Pacers forward Jermaine O'Nea
left, hits the game-winning shot
Heat's Udonis Haslem on Wednesday mgM.

“We were fortunate that Shaq was out,
but you never want to see a guy that means
this much to our league not playing,” Carl-
isle said. “I know a lot of our fans were dis-
appointed not to get a chance to see him,
but these things happen. You hope you can

pull it together and win. We did, and we’re
very pleased about that.”

Dwyane Wade had 38 points, one point
short of his career high set in November
against Utah, and scored nine in the final
eight minutes of the fourth quarter.

“We have two tough losses the last two
nights, but if one play goes the other way,
we’re winning those games,” Wade said.
“We have a lot of confidence in ourselves,
and we know when Shaq comes back, we
are a better team.”

Two free throws by Jermaine O'Neal put
Indiana ahead 87-85 with 32 seconds left,
but Damon Jones scored on a goaltending
call against O’'Neal with 18 seconds to go,
sending the game to overtime.

After O’Neal’s first basket in the extra pe-
riod, Miami took the lead 91-89 on a re-
bound tip by Udonis Haslem and two free
throws by Wade. O'Neal then tied the game
at 91 and rebounded a miss by Wade to set
up the winning basket.

“It was drawn up for me to go
strong-side and then go weak-side and post
up over Haslem,” O'Neal said. “I had a cou-
ple of inches on him. From that side, it was
just me and the backboard. I took the shot
and made it.”

A desperauon shot by Wade went off the
rim at the buz:

“It felt good," Wade said. “I bobbled the
ball a little bit and tried to get it off in time.
... It came up a little short.”

Reggie Miller added 23 points for Indi-

ana and Stephen Jackson finished with 13
points and 10 rebounds.

Jones had 17 points for the Heat, while
Haslem added 11 points and a career-high
18 rebounds.

Miami coach Stan Van Gundy said Wade
“was phenomenal.”

“He was great, attacking, making plays,
‘making jump shots. He was by far the best
player on the floor.”

Wade, scoring in double figures for a ca-
reer-high 31st straight game, was the focus
of the Heat’s offense with Shaq on the side-
line. He had six early points as Miami
jumped ahead 11-4 and five more the rest
of the first quarter before the Pacers took
control.

A three-pointer and two free throws by
Miller tied the game, then O’Neal gave Indi-
ana its first lead less than a minute later.
There was one more lead change and one
more tie before a pair of free throws by
Jackson put the Pacers in front.

Jackson added a three-pointer and
O'Neal scored on a dunk as the Pacers fin-
ished the quarter with a 10-3 run and a
27-21 lead.

Indiana built the lead to 14 points mid-
way through the second period before
three baskets by Michael Doleac, who start-
ed in place of Shaq, keyed a 13-3 run that
brought the Heat within four. A basket by
O'Neal with a second remaining gave Indi-
ana a 47-41 lead at halftime.

There were five lead changes and eight
more ties before O’Neal’s winning basket.
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Trade: 76ers’
[verson
gets help

TRADE, FROM BACK PAGE

“The message that we’re send-
ing is that we went out and got a
player who's averaging 21 and 10
to go along with our young play-
ers,” King said. “I think the way
we play, it allows some of our
younger guys to develop even
more because you've got a big
guy now that can really make
passes and shoot the jump shot.”

The 76ers host the Kings on Sat-
urday, and Philadelphia will play
in Sacramento on March 28.

The Sixers are 26-27 and a
half-game behind Boston for first
place in the Atlantic Division,
while the Kings have the NBA’s
seventh-best record at 34-20 head-
ing out on a six-game road trip,
their longest of the season.

Iverson, the NBA’s leading scor-
er, claimed he didn’t ask to be
traded if the Sixers didn’t make
any bold moves to contend in a
weakened Eastern Conference
this year — but the All-Star Game
MVP believed the Sixers needed
help to make a playoff push.

“If there’s anything we need,
it’s definitely a big man,” he said
Monday. “A big man would help
us a lot, especially a big man that
can rebound and block shots.”

Webber, the No. 1 overall pick
in 1993 following a stellar career
at Michigan, has played excep-
tionally well for the Kings in re-
cent weeks, averaging 21.3
points, 9.7 rebounds and 5.5 as-
sists per game — though he isn’t
the athlete he was before knee
surgery.

Williamson, a first-round draft
pick by the Kings in 1995, played
five years in Sacramento before
being traded to Toronto for Doug
Christie following the 1999-00 sea-
son. The NBA’s top sixth man in
2001-02 with the Pistons, William-
son is averaging 10.8 points and
3.7 rebounds this season.

Thomas, an undersized power
forward with a reliable jumper,
fell out of favor with coach Jim
O’Brien this season, while Skin-
ner was a free-agent bust.

Barnes, a Sacramento native,
has been a seldom-used reserve
for the Kings this season, though
he took Stojakovic’s spot in the
starting lineup recently. Bradley
was acquired earlier in the sea-
son in Sacramento’s deal for Mob-
ley, but hasn’t played much.

In other deals made Thursday
before the NBA trade deadline:

W The New York Knicks
agreed to two deals to acquire
Malik Rose and two No. 1 picks
from San Antonio and forward
Maurice Taylor from Houston.

The Taylor trade received
league approval about three
hours after the 3 p.m. EST dead-
line, but the Rose deal was not im-
mediately finalized.

The Knicks would send start-
ing center Nazr Mohammed and
backup point d  Jamison
Brewer to the Spurs for Rose and

The 76ers on Thursday traded
forward Glenn Robinson to the
New Orleans Hornets.

the two picks — a first-round
choice in 2005 that originally be-
longed to Phoenix, and San Anto-
nio’s No. 1 pick in 2006.

In the Taylor trade, Houston ac-
quired backup center Vin Baker,
point guard Moochie Norris and
the Knicks’ second-round pick in
2006.

B Antoine Walker is coming
back to Boston after the Celtics
agreed to trade Gary Payton,
Tom Gugliotta and Michael Stew-
art to Atlanta.

The Hawks will also get a fu-
ture first-round draft choice,
spokesman Arthur Triche said
Thursday. The trade was pending
league approval.

‘Walker spent seven years with
the Celtics from 1996-2003, help-
ing them reach the Eastern Con-
ference finals in 2001-02. But bas-
ketball boss Danny Ainge decid-
ed after taking over the team dur-
ing the 2003 postseason that it
would be better off without its
strongest all-around player and
its strongest personality.

The Celtics traded guard Jiri
Welsch to the Cleveland Cava-
liers for a 2007 first-round draft
pick.

The 25-year-old Welsch has
made 32 of 99 three pomlers this
season, averaging 7.
points, 2.5 rebnunds and 20.5 min-
utes per game.

W The Golden State Warriors
acquired guard Baron Davis
from the New Orleans Hornets
for guard Speedy Claxton and for-
ward Dale Davis.

Baron Davis, a two-time
All-Star who finished sixth in the
NBA in scoring last season, will
form a potent backcourt combina-
tion with Jason Richardson in
Golden State. He has missed 36
games this season while strug-
gling with several minor injuries,
but still is considered one of the
league’s top point guards.

B The ever-tinkering Dallas
Mavericks made a surprising
move to bolster their rotation, get-
ting Keith Van Horn from the Mil-
waukee Bucks for Alan Hender-
son, Calvin Booth and cash.

When healthy, Van Horn would
provide Dallas with another scor-
er, especially when star Dirk
Nowitzki rests.

Problem is, Van Horn isn’t al-
ways healthy. He’s been hobbled
often in his 10-year career, the lat-
est problem being tendinitis in
his right ankle that has kept him
out of 19 games this season.

The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO Tracy
McGrady could only watch this
time while Tony Parker led the
San Antonio Spurs to victory.

Parker made three inside bas-
kets, including a rare dunk off his
own steal, during a decisive 14-3
run in the fourth quarter of a
99-81 win over the Houston Rock-
ets on Wednes-
day night.

Parker went
6-for-7 in the
second  half
and finished
with 22 points,
but Spurs coach Gregg Popovich
only wanted to talk about his de-
fense.

“On_defense, he sealed the
game for us,” Popovich said. “No-
body notices it, they just notice
what people do offensively, but
on defense, he was very, very

roundup

Parker had a season-high five
steals.

In the first Spurs-Rockets
matchup in early December,
McGrady stunned San Antonio by
scoring 13 points in the final 35
seconds to lead Houston to a
one-point win.

In the second Rockets triumph,
McGrady hit a three-pointer with
35 seconds remaining to end the
Spurs’ comeback hopes.

But on Wednesday, the last of
his team-high 22 points came on a
layup with five minutes left to
bring the Rockets within three at
79-76. He took only one more
shot, missing a three-pointer with
San Antonio leading by 15.

The victory was the Spurs’ first
in three tries against Houston this
season, and their 16th straight
win at home. San Antonio is 24-1
at the SBC Center.

Tim Duncan scored 30 points,
including his third three-pointer
of the season, and had 11 re-
bounds for the Spurs. Manu Gino-
bili added 18 points.

Yao Ming had 20 points and
Juwan Howard 16 for the Rock-
ets, who dropped their second in
arow after winning eight straight
before the All-Star break.

Cavaliers 100, Bulls 91: At
Cleveland, Zydrunas Ilgauskas
and LeBron James scored 41 of
Cleveland’s 57 points in the sec-
ond half.

Tlgauskas scored 33 points —
26 after halftime — and added
eight rebounds and seven blocks,
matching a career high. James
finished with 27 points, 11 assists,
six rebounds and five steals as
the Cavaliers improved to 21-5 at
home.

Wizards 93, Grizzlies 83: At
Washington,  Gilbert  Arenas
scored 30 points and Antawn
Jamison added 27 to lead the Wiz-
ards.

Arenas had 10 rebounds and
six assists as the Wizards ended a
three-game losing streak and won
their fifth in a row at home.

Bucks 100, Nets 81: Des-
mond Mason scored 15 points,
and ZaZa Pachulia tied his career
high with 14 points and grabbed
12 rebounds to lead host Milwau-

ee.

Michael Redd, who missed the
last three games before the
All-Star break because of a
sprained index finger, scored 11

Spurs fmally solve Rockets

San Antonio guard Tony Parker (9) drives against Houston Rockets
defender Juwan Howard during the fourth quarter in San Antonio on
Wednesday. Parker scored 22 points in the Spurs’ 99-81 victory.

points as Milwaukee won for fifth
time in seven gam

Vince Carter had 26 points and
Jason Kidd added 11 points and
seven assists for the Nets, who
haven’t beaten the Bucks at the
Bradley Center in the regular sea-
son since a 108-80 victory on
March 10, 2000.

SuperSonics 103, Hornets
85: Rashard Lewis made six
three-pointers and scored 26
points as visiting Seattle beat
New Orleans for the fourth
straight time.

Lewis made eight of 11 shots
from the field and six of eight
three-pointers — one more than
the Hornets, capping the perfor-
mance with a perfect night at the
free throw line where he was
4-for-4.

Ray Allen scored 25 points for
Seattle, including S-for-11 from
three-point range. Luke Ridnour
had 14 points, Antonio Daniels 11,
and Ronald Murray added 13.
Reggie Evans grabbed 14 re-
bounds.

Nuggets 107, Celtics 86: At
Denver, the Nuggets made it
seem like old times, running to a
victory over Boston to give Doug
Moe a win in his first game back
on the bench as George Karl's
new assistant.

‘Andre Miller scored 22 points,
Carmelo Anthony had 19 and
Kenyon Martin had 18 points and
13 rebounds for the Nuggets.

Secking some help on the
bench, Karl persuaded Moe, his
old North Carolina buddy and the
winningest coach in Nuggets his-
tory, to sit by him for the final 29
games of the season. Moe agreed
and the Nuggets played a lot like
they did when he was coaching

them to 432 victories from
1980-90.

Suns 118, Clippers 101: Lean-
dro Barbosa, playing in place of
the injured Steve Nash, scored a
season-high 22 points, helping the
Suns hand the Los Angeles Clip-
pers their eighth consecutive loss
— all on the road.

The victory over the depleted
Clippers gave the Suns a 42-13
record and assured them of a win-
ning season with 27 games re-
maining.

The loss ended a disastrous
nine-game road trip — the long-
est in the NBA this season — for
the Clippers, whose only victory
during the journey came in their
opening game against Memphis.

Mavericks 101, Jazz 83: Dirk
Nowitzki scored 16 of his 29
points in the second half and visit-
ing Dallas rallied after blowing a
15-point lead.

Josh Howard added 18 points
and nine rebounds and Michael
Finley scored 24 for the Maver-
icks, who won their fifth straight.

Lakers 86, Trail Blazers 83:
At Portland, Ore., Kobe Bryant
had 31 points and Los Angeles
held off a second-half Portland
rally.

Shareef Abdur-Rahim missed a
three-point attempt at the final
buzzer, giving the Lakers their
third straight win.

Warriors 101, Hawks 96:
Jason Richardson scored 31
points, Derek Fisher added 20
and the Golden State sent Atlanta
to its 17th straight road loss.

Troy Murphy had a sea-
son-high 20 rebounds for the War-
riors after missing their final 10
games before the All-Star break
with a broken left thumb.
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Sacramento

ships Webber
to 76ers, gets
little in return

The Associated Press

Chris Webber finally left Sacra-
mento — and for a whole lot less
than a King’s ransom.

The Kings will find out whether
they're really a better team with-
out their cornerstone, and the
Philadelphia 76ers will learn
whether another superstar can
thrive alongside Allen Iverson.

The Kings dealt Webber to the
Sixers late Wednesday night in a
six-player deal that dramatically
reshaped both clubs on the eve of
the trade deadline.

Philadelphia got Webber, one
of the NBA’s elite power forwards
and a five-time All-Star, along
with reserve forwards Matt Bar-
nes and Michael Bradley. The Six-
ers gave up relatively little in re-
turn, sending veteran forwards
Corliss Williamson, Kenny Tho-
mas and Brian Skinner to the

on “Thursday, the 76ers com-
pleted their second trade in two
days, sending forward Glenn Rob-
inson to the New Orleans Hornets
for Jamal Mashburn and Rodney
Rogers.

Robinson and Mashburn have
yet to play for their teams this
year. Mashburn has a knee injury
and might never play again.

Robinson, earning more than
$12 million in the final year of his
contract, is on the injured list
with left ankle tendinitis, though
he’s been unhappy since losing
his starting forward spot in train-
ing camp.

“We knew what we wanted to
do if we were going to move him,”
Sixers President Billy King said.
“If this deal with Rodney didn’t
come about, we were not going to
do a deal just to be moving
Glenn.”

Rogers can become a free
agent at the end of the year. His
three-point shooting fits nicely
with coach Jim O’Brien’s offen-
sive philosophy, but Rogers is
only averaging 9.3 points and
shooting just 27.5 percent from
three-point range.

Webber’s departure from Sac-
ramento has been discussed near-
ly since the moment Geoff Petrie
acquired him from Washington
before the 1999 season. The
Kings’ president of basketball op-
erations rebuilt the small-market
Kings around Webber, transform-
ing the franchise from a perenm-
al loser to a club with six straight
winning seasons and two division
titles.

The Sacramento Kings traded forward Chris Webber (4) to the Philadelphia 76ers in a six-player deal on
Wednesday. Philadelphia was seeking help for its star Allen Iverson before the NBA trade deadline.

“He has been an instrumental
part of ushering in an era of bas-
ketball here in Sacramento that
most of the world at that time did
not believe could happen,” Petrie
said late Wednesday night.

“I don’t think myself or anyone
in this organization could thank
him enough.”

Petrie was typically vague
about his reasons for the deal, cit-
ing only “flexibility and versatili-
ty,” but Webber is due to make
$62 million over the next three

seasons — and Petrie clearly is
among the NBA observers who
believe Sacramento’s up-tempo
passing offense will be even bet-
ter without Webber in the middle.

Peja_Stojakovic, Brad Miller
and Mike Bibby all thrived last
season while Webber recovered
from knee surgery — but all three
stars regressed when Webber re-
turned. Though both Webber and
Stojakovic denied rumors of a rift
between them, Stojakovic de-
manded a trade from the Kings
last summer.

And though Webber had the
best years of his career in Sacra-
mento, the forward with the mega-
watt smile and larger-than-life
personality always longed for a
bigger stage — even after the
Kings re-signed him to a
seven-year deal worth approxi-
mately $127 million in 2001.

In Philadelphia, Webber will
get the national attention he al-
ways craved — and Iverson will
get some of the help he has al-
ways wanted.
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